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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



In re-editing the present romance-poem I have been saved 
all labour of transcription by using the very accurate text 
contained in Sir P. Madden's " Syr Gawayne/' 

I have not only read his copy with the manuscript, but 
also the proof-sheets as they came to hand, hoping by this 
means to give the reader a text free from any errors of tran- 
scription* 

The present edition differs from that of the earlier one in 
having the contractions of the manuscript expanded and side- 
notes added to the text to enable the reader to follow with 
some degree of ease the author's pleasant narrative of Sir 
Crawayne's adventures. 

The Glossary is taken from Sir P. Madden's " Syr Ga- 
Wayne/' ^ to which, for the better interpretation of the text, 
I have made several additions, and have, moreover, glossed 
nearly all the words previously left unexplained. 

For a description of the Manuscript, and particulars relat- 
ing to the authorship and dialect of the present work, the 
reader is referred to the preface to Early English Alliterative 

Poems. 

E.M, 

London, 
December 22, 1864. 

1 Sir F. Madden has most generously placed at the disposal of the Early 
English Text Society any of his works which it may determine to re-edit. 



INTEODUOTIOK 



No Knight of tho Eound Table has been so highly honoured by the 
old Eomance-writors as Sir Gawayne, the son of Loth, and nephew to 
the renowned Arthur. They delighted to describe him as Gawayne 
the good, a man matchless on moxdd, the most gracious that under 
God lived, the hardiest of hand, the most fortunate in arms, and the 
most polite in hall, whose knowledge, knighthood, kindly works, 
doings, doughtiness, and deeds of arms were known in all lands. 

When Arthur beheld the dead body of his kinsman lying on the 
ground bathed in blood, he is said to have exclaimed, " righteous 
God, this blood were worthy to be preserved and enshrined in gold ! " 
Our author, too, loves to speak of his hero in similar terms of praise, 
calling him the knight faultless in his five wits, void of every offence, 
and adorned with every earthly virtue. He represents him as one 
whose trust was in the five wounds, and in whom the five virtues 
which distinguished the true knight were more firmly established 
than in any other on earth. 

The author of the present story, who, as we know from liis reli- 
gious poems, had an utter horror of moral impurity, could have 
chosen no better subject for a romance in which amusement and 
moral instruction were to be combined. In the following tale ho 
shows how the true knight, though tempted sorely not once alone, 
but twice, nay thrice, breaks not his vow of chastity, but turns aside 
the tempter's shafts with the shield of purity and arm of faith, and 
so passes scatheless through the perilous defile of trial and opportunity 
seomihg safe. 



viii I9TB0DUGTI0V. 

But while our author has borrowed manj oi tlie dnfaiilfi of liis 
story from the ** Homan de Pereeyal" bj ChrBBtien de TroyeB, lie 
lias made the narratiTe more attractive bj the introductiozi of Berweal 
original and highly interesting passages which throw 1^^ cm Hm 
manners and amusements of our anoeston. 

The following elaborate descriptions are well deserving of espedal 
notice : — 

I. The mode of completely arming a knight (p. 18). 

II. The liunting and breaking the deer (pp. 36—42). 

III. The hunting and unlacing the wild boar (pp. 45 — 50). 

IV. A fox hunt (pp. 54—61). 

'Hie foUowing is an outline of the story of Gawayne's adventaveB, 
mow or less in the words of the writer himself: — 

vVrthnr, the great^t of Britain*s kings, holds the Christmas festi- 
val at ('amoli»t, surrounded by the celebrated knights of the Bound 
TaMo, noblo lonls, the most renowned under heaven, and ladies the 
l.ivi»lii^rtt that over had life (p. 2). This noble company celebrate 
tlio Now Ywir by a religious service, by the bestowal of giAs, and the 
luoHt joyt^ut) mirth. Lonls and ladies take their seats at the table — 
<^hu»iMi (hionovor, the groy-eyed, gaily dressed, sits at the dais, the 
high t4iblt\ or table of state, where too sat Gawayne and Ywain 
1o^r,.tiior with other worthies of the Bound Table (p. 3). Arthur, in 
iiioiul 118 joyful as a child, his blood young and his brain wild, de- 
rlanm that he will not eat nor sit long at the table until some 
nilvt^nturoua thing, some uncouth tale, some great marvel, or some 
nnooutitor of arms has occurred to mark the return of the New Year 
(p. j). 

'I ho first course was announcoil with cracking of trumpets, with 
tlio noido of nakors and noble pipes. 

'* Eftch two had dishes tweire. 
Good beer and bright wine both.*' 

HoivriM^ly was the first course served when another noise than that 
nf iniiMin was hoani There rushes in at the hall-door a knight of 
MlKiintiM MlnUiro— the greatest on earth— in measure high. He was 
j'ImUiimI ouilnUy in green, and roile upon a green foal (p. 5). Fair 
wav.v Imir foil about the shoulders of the Green Knight, and a great 
Im'mi'iI IlKo IV bunh hung uix)n his breast (p. 6). 

'I'lm luilKhi rarriod no helmet, shield, or spear, but in one hand 
« IimIIv luMiKh. ivnd in the other an axe '* huge and unmeet^" the edge 
Ml' wlili'b wa« ,iM kmm as a sharp razor (p. 7). Thus arrayed, the 
Hi. urn Kii «li|. ,>niors the hall without saluting any one. the first 
wni'.l iUtii lio \iliortul was, *« Whore is the govemour of this gang? gladly 



INTRODUCTION. IX 

would I see him and with himself speak reason." To the knights ho 
cast his eye, looking for the most renowned. Much did the noble 
assembly marvel to see a man and a horse of such a hue, green as the 
grass. Even greener they seemed than green enamel on bright gold. 
Many marvels had they seen, but none such as this. They were 
afraid to answer, but sat stone-still in a dead silence, as i£ over- 
powered by sleep ; 

"Not all from fear, but some for courtesy " (p. 8). 

Then Arthur before the high dais salutes the Green Knight, 
bids him welcome, and entreats him to stay awhile at his Court. The . 
knight says that his errand is not to abide in any dwelling, but to 
seek the most valiant of the heroes of the Eound Table that he may 
put his courage to the proof, and thus satisfy himself as to the fame 
of Arthur's court. " I come," he says, "in peace, as ye may see by 
this branch that I bear here. Had I come with hostile intentions, I 
should not have left my hauberk, helmet, shield, sharp spoar, and 
other weapons behind me. But because T desire no war, * my weeds 
are softer.* If thou be so bold as all men say, thou wilt grant me 
the request I am about to make." ** Sir courteous knight," replies 
Arthur, " if thou cravest battle only, here failest thou not to fight." 
" Nay," says the Green Knight, " I seek no fighting. Here about on 
this bench are only beardless children. Were I arrayed in arms on 
a high steed no man here would be a match for mo (p. 9). But it is 
now Christmas time, and this is the New Year, and I see around 
me many brave ones ; — if any bo so bold in his blood that dare strike 
a stroke for another, I shall give him this rich axe to do with it 
whatever he pleases. I shall abide the first blow just as I sit, and 
will stand him a stroke, stiff on this floor, provided that I deal him 
another in return. 

And yet give I him respite, 

A twelvemonth and a day ; 

Now haste and let see tite (soon) 

Dare any here-in ought say.' " 

If he astounded them at first, much more so did ho after this 
spooch, and fear hold thorn all silent. The knight, righting himself 
in his saddle, rolls fiercely his rod eyes about, bends his bristly groon 
brows, and strokes his board awaiting a reply. But finding none that 
would carp with him, he exclaims, "What ! is this Arthur's house, 
tho fame of which has spread through so many realms 1 Forsooth, the 
renown of the Bound Table is overturned by the word of ono man*s 
speech, for all tremble for dread without a blow being struck !" (p. 10). 
With this ho laughed so loud that Arthur blushed for very shame, 
and waxed as wroth as the wind. "I know no man," he says, "that 
is aghast at thy great words. Give me now thy axe and I will grant 
thoe thy request ! " Arthur seizes the axe, grasps the handle, and 
sternly brandishes it about, while tho Green Knight, with a stern 
cheer and a dry countenance, stroking his beard and drawing down 
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his coat, awaits the blow (p. 11). Sir Gawayne, the nephew of the 
king, beseeches his uncle to let him undertake the encounter ; and, 
at the earnest entreaty of his nobles, Arthur consents "to give 
Gawayne the game " (p. 12). 

Sir Gawayne then takes possession of the axe, but, before the blow 
ia dealt, the Green Knight asks the name of his opponent. "In good 
faith," answers the good knight, " Gawayne I am called, that bids thee 
to this buffet, whatever may befall after, and at this time twelvemonth 
will take from thee another, with whatever weapon thou wilt, and 
with no wight else alive." " By Gog,'* quoth the Green Knight, "it 
pleases me well that I shall receive at thy fist that which I have 
sought here — ^moreover thou hast truly rehearsed the terms of the 
covenant, — but thou shalt first pledge me thy word that thou wilt 
seek me thyself, wheresoever on earth thou believest I may be found, 
and fetch thee such wages as thou dealest me to-day before this com- 
pany of doughty ones." " Where should I seek thee ? " replies Ga- 
wayne, " where is thy place 1 I know not thee, thy court, or thy name. 
I wot not where thou dwellest, but teach me thereto, tell me how 
thou art called, and I shall endeavour to find thee, — and that I swear 
thee for truth and by my sure troth." " That is enough in New Year," 
says the groom in green, " if I tell thee when I have received the tap. 
When thou hast smitten me, then smartly I will .teach thee of my 
house, my home, and my own name, so that thou mayest follow my 
track and fulfil the covenant between us. If I spend no speech, then 
speedest thou the better, for then mayest thou remain in thy own land 
and seek no further ; but cease thy talking * (p. 13). Take now thy 
grim tool to thee and let us see how thou knockest." " Gladly, sir, 
for sooth," quoth Gawayne, and his axe he brandishes. 

The Green Knight adjusts himself on the ground, bends slightly 
his head, lays his long lovely locks over his crown, and lays bare his 
neck for the blow. Gawayne then gripped the axe, and, raising it on 
high, let it fall quickly upon the knight's neck and severed the head 
from the body. The fair head fell from the neck to the earth, and 
many turned it aside with their feet as it rolled forth. The blood 
burst from the body, yet the knight never faltered nor fell ; but bold- 
ly he started forth on stiff shanks and fiercely rushed forward, seized 
his head, and lifted it up quickly. Then he runs to his horse, the 
bridle he catches, steps into his stirrups and strides aloft. His head 
by the hair he holds in his hands, and sits as firmly in his saddle 
as if no mishap had ailed him, though headless he was (p. 14). He 
turned his ugly trunk about — that ugly body that bled, — and hold- 
ing the head in his hand, he directed the face toward the " dearest on 
the dais." The head lifted up its eyelids and looked abroad, and 
thus much spoke with its mouth as ye may now hear : 

" Loke, Gawayne, thou be prompt to go as thou hast promised, 
and seek till thou find me according to thy promise made in the hear- 
1 This, I think, is the true explanation of slokea. 
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ing of these knights. Get thee to the Green Chapel, I charge thee, 
to fetch such a dint as thou hast dealt, to be returned on New Year's 
mom. As the Knight of the Green Chapel I am known to many, 
-wherefore if thou seekest thou canst not fail to find mo. Therefore 
come, or recreant be called." With a fierce start the reins he turns, 
rushes out of the hall-door, his head in his hand, so that the fire of 
the flint flew from the hoofs of his foal. To what kingdom he be- 
longed knew none there, nor knew they from whence he had come. 
What then? 

" The king and Gawayne there 
At that green (one) they laugh and grin." 

Though Arthur wondered much at the marvel, he let no one see 
that he was at all troubled about it, but full loudly thus spake to his 
comely queen with courteous speech : 

" Dear dame, to-day be never dismayed, well happens such craft 
at Christmas time. I may now proceed to meat, for I cannot deny 
that I have witnessed a wondrous adventure this day " (p. 15). 

He looked upon Sir Gawayne and said, " Now, sir, hang up thine 
axe, for enough has it hewn." So the weapon was hung up on high 
that all might look upon it, and "by true title thereof tell the wonder." 
Then all the knights hastened to their seats at the table, so did the 
king and our good knight, and they were there served with all 
dainties, " with all manner of meat and minstrelsy." 

Though words were wanting when they first to seat went, now 
are their hands full of stern work, and the marvel affords them good 
subject for conversation. But a year passes full quickly and never 
returns, — the beginning is seldom like the end ; wherefore this 
Cliristmas passed away and the year after, and each season in turn 
followed after another (p. 16). Thus winter winds round again, and 
then Gawayne thinks of his wearisome journey (p. 17). On All- 
hallows day Arthur entertains right nobly the lords and ladies of his 
court in honour of his nephew, for whom all courteous knights and 
lovely ladies were in great grief. Nevertheless they spoke only of 
mirth, and, though joyless themselves, made many a joke to cheer 
the good Sir Gawayne (p. 18). Early on the morrow Sir Gawayne, 
with great ceremony, is arrayed in liis armour (p. 19), and thus com- 
pletely equipped for his adventure ho first hears mass, and afterwards 
takes leave of Arthur, the knights of the Round Table, and the lords 
and ladies of the court, who kiss him and commend him to Christ. 
He bids them all good day, as he thought, for evermore (p. 21) ; 

** Very much teas the warm water that poured from eyes that day.** 

Now rides our knight through the realms of England with no 
companion but his foal, and no one to hold converse with save God 
alone. From Camelot, in Somersetshire, he proceeds through Glou- 
cestershire and the adjoining counties into Montgomeryshire, and 
thence through North Wales to Holyhead, adjoining the Isle of 
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Angleaea (p. 22), from whicli he passes into the very narrow penin- 
sula of Wirral, in Cheshire, where dwelt but few that loved God or 
man. Gawayne enquires after the Green Knight of the Green Chapel, 
but all the inhabitants declare that they have never seen " any man of 
such hues of green." 

The knight thence pursues Tiis journey by strange paths, over 
hUl and moor, encountering on his way not only serpents, wolves, 
bulls, bears, and boars, but wood satyrs and giants. But worse than 
all these, however, was the sharp winter, " when the cold clear water 
shed from the clouds, and froze ere it might fall to the earth. Nearly 
slain with the sleet he slept in his armour, more nights than enough, 
in naked rocks " (p. 23). 

Thus in peril and plight the knight travels on until Christmas- 
eve, and to Mary he makes his moan that she may direct him to some 
abode. On the mom he arrives at an immense forest, wondrously 
wild, surrounded by high hills on every side, where he found hoary 
oaks full huge, a hundred together. The hazel and the hawthorn 
intermingled were all overgrown with moss, and upon their boughs 
sat many sad birds that piteously piped for pain of the cold. Gawayne 
besought the Lord and Mary to guide him to some habitation where 
ho might hear mass (p. 24). Scarcely had he crossed himself thrice, 
when he perceived a dwelling in the wood set upon a hilL It was 
the loveKest castle he had ever beheld. It was pitched on a prairie, 
with a park all about it, enclosing many a tree for more than two 
miles. It shone as the sun through the bright oaks (p. 25). 

(rawayne urges on his steed Gringolet, and finds himself at the 
** chief gate." He called aloud, and soon there appeared a " porter " 
on the wall, who demanded his errand. 

" Good sir," quoth Gawayne, " wouldst thou go to the high lord 
of this house, and crave a lodging for me 1" 

" Yea, by Peter 1" replied the porter, " well I know that thou art 
welcome to dwell here as long as thou Ukest." 

The drawbridge is soon let down, and the gates opened wide to 
receive the knight. Many noble ones hasten to bid him welcome 
(p. 26). They take away his helmet, sword, and shield, and many a 
proud one presses forward to do him honour. They bring him into 
the hall, where a fire was brightly burning upon the hearth. Then 
the lord of the land* comes from his chamber and welcomes Sir 
Gawayne, telling him that he is to consider the place as his own. 
Our Imight is next conducted to a bright bower, where was noble 
bedding — curtains of pure silk, with golden hems, and Tarsic tapes- 
tries upon the walls and the floors (p. 27). Here the knight doffed 
his armour and put on rich robes, which so well became him, that all 
declared that a more comely knight Christ had never made (p. 28). 

* Gawayne is now in the castle of the Green Knight, who, divested of his elvish 
or supernatural character, appears to our knight merely as a holdone with a beaver- 
hued Deard. 
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A table is soon raised, and Gawayne, having washed, proceeds to 
meat. Many dishes are set before him — " sews " of various kinds, 
fish of all kinds, some baked in bread, others broiled on the embers, 
some boiled, and others seasoned with spices.. The knight expresses 
himself well pleased, and calls it a most noble and princely feast. 

After dinner, in reply to numerous questions, he tells his host 
that he is Gawayne, one of the Knights of the Eound Table. When 
this was made known great was the joy in the halL Each one said 
softly to his companion, " Now we shall see courteous behaviour and 
learn the terms of noble discourse, since we have amongst us ' that 
fine father of nurture.' Truly God has highly favoured us in sending 
us such a noble guest as Sir Gawayne " (p. 29). At the end of the 
Christmas festival Gawayne desires to take his departure from the 
castle, but his host persuades him to stay, promising to direct him 
to the Green Chapel (about two miles from the castle), that he may 
be there by the appointed time (p. 34). 

A covenant is made between them, the terms of which were that 
the lord of the castle should go out early to the chase, that Gawayne 
meanwhile should lie in his loft at his ease, then rise at his usual 
hour, and afterwards sit at table with his hostess, and that at the 
end of the day they should make an exchange of whatever they 
might obtain in the interim. " Whatever I win in the wood," says 
the lord, " shall be yours, and what thou gettest shall be mine " 
(p. 35). 

Full early before daybreak the folk uprise, saddle their horses, 
and truss their mails. The noble lord of the land, arrayed for riding, 
eats hastily a sop, and having heard mass, proceeds with a hundr^ 
hunters to hunt the wild deer (p. 36). 

All this time Gawayne lies in his gay bed. His nap Is disturbed 
by a little noise at the door, which is softly opened. He heaves up 
his head out of the clothes, and, peeping through the curtains, beholds 
a most lovely lady (the wife of his host). She came towards the bed, 
and the knight laid himself down quickly, pretending to be asleep. 
The lady stole to the bed, cast up the curtains, crept within, sat her 
softly on the bed-side, and waited some time till the knight should 
awake. After lurking awhile under the clothes considering what it 
all meant, Gawayne unlocked his eyelids, and put on a look of sur- 
prise, at the same time making the sign of the cross, as if afraid of 
some hidden danger (p. 38). " Good morrow, sii»," said that fair 
lady, " ye are a careless sleeper to let one enter thus. I shall bind 
you in your bed, of that be ye sure." " Good morrow," quoth 
Gawayne, " I shaU act according to your will with great pleasure, but 
permit me to rise that I may the more comfortably converse with 
you." ** Nay, beau sir," said that sweet one, " ye shall not rise from 
your bed, for since I have caught my knight I shall hold talk with 
him. I ween well that ye are Sir Gawayne that all tlie world wor- 
ships, whose honour and courtesy are so greatly praised. Now ye 
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are here, and we are alone (my lord and his men being afar oflF, other 
men, too, are in bed, so are my maidens), and the door is safely 
closed, I shall use my time well while it lasts. Ye are welcome to 
my person to do with it as ye please, and I will be your servant " 
(P..39). 

Gawayne behaves most discreetly, for the remembrance of his 
forthcoming adventure at the Green Chapel prevents him from think- 
ing of love (p. 41). At last the lady takes leave of the knight by 
catching him in her arms and kissing him (p. 41). The day passes 
away merrily, and at dusk the lord of the castle returns from the 
chase. He presents the venison to Gawayne according to the previous 
covenant between them. Our knight gives his host a kiss as the only 
piece of good fortune that had fallen to him during the day. " It is 
good," says the other, " and would be much better if ye would tell 
me where ye won such bliss " (p. 44). " That was not in our cove- 
nant,'* replies Gawayne, " so try me no more." After much laughing 
on both sides they proceed to supper, and afterwards, while the choice 
wine is being carried round, Gawayne and his host renew their agree- 
ment. Late at night they take leave of each other and hasten to 
their beds. ** By the time that the cock had crowed and cackled 
thrice " the lord was up, and after " meat and mass " were over the 
hunters make for the woods, where they give chase to a wild boar 
who had grown olS and mischievous (p. 45). 

While the sportsmen are hunting this " wild swine " our lovely 
knight lies in his bed. He is not forgotten by the lady, who pays 
him an early visit, seeking to make fui-ther trial of his virtues. She 
sits softly by his side and teUs him that he has forgotten what she 
taught him the day before (p. 47). "I taught you of kissing," says 
she ; " that becomes every courteous knight." Gawayne says that he 
must not take that which is forbidden him. The lady replies that he 
is strong enough to enforce his own wishes. Our knight answers 
that every gift not given with a good will is worthless. His fair 
visitor then enquires how it is that he who is so skilled in the true 
sport of love and so renowned a knight, has never talked to her of 
love (p. 48). " You ought," she says, " to show and teach a young 
thing Hke me some tokens of true-love's crafts ; I come hither and 
sit here alone to learn of you some game ; do teach me of your wit 
while my lord is from home." Gawayne replies that he cannot 
undertake the task of expounding true-love and tales of arms to one 
who has far more wisdom than he possesses. • Thus did our knight 
avoid all appearance of evil, though sorely pressed to do what was 
wrong (p. 49). The lady, having bestowed two kisses upon Sir 
Gawayne, takes her leave of him (p. 50). 

At the end of the day the lord of the castle returns home with 
the shields and head of the wild boar. He shows them to his guest, 
who declares that " such a brawn of a beast, nor such sides of a 
swine," he never before has seen. Gawayne takes possession of the 
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spoil according to covenant, and in return he bestows two kisses upon 
lus host, who declares that his guest has indeed been rich with ^* such 
chaffer " (p. 52). 

After much persuasion, Gawayne consents to stop at the castle 
another day (p. 53). Early on the morrow the lord and his men 
hasten to the woods, and come upon the track of a fox, the hunting 
of which affords them plenty of employment and sport (p. 54). 
Meanwhile our good knight sleeps soundly within his comely curtains. 
He is again visited by the lady of the castle. So gaily was she 
attired, and so " faultless of her features,** that great joy warmed the 
heart of Sir Gawayne. With soft and pleasant smiles " they smite 
into mirth," and are soon engaged in conversation. Had not Mary 
thought of her knight, he would have been in great peril (p. 56). 
So sorely does the fair one press him with her love, that he fears lest 
he should become a traitor to his host. The lady enquires whether 
he has a mistress to whom he has plighted his troth. The knight 
swears by St John that he neither has nor desires one. This answer 
causes the dame to sigh for sorrow, and telling him that she must 
depart, she asks for some gift, if it were only a glove, by which she 
might " think on the knight and lessen her grief " (p. 57). Gawayne 
assures her that he has nothing worthy of her acceptance ; that he is 
on an ** uncouth errand," and therefore has " no men with no mails 
containing precious things," for which he is truly sorry. 

Quoth that lovesome (one) — 

"Thouj^h I had nought of yours, 
Yet should ye have of mine. 

Thus saying, she offers him a rich ring of red gold " with a shining 
stone standing aloft," that shone like the beams of the bright sun. 
The knight refused the gift, as he had nothing to give in return. 
" Since ye refuse my ring," says the lady, " because it seems too rich, 
and ye would not be beholden to me, I shall give you my girdle that 
is less valuable " (p. 58). But Gawayne replies that he will not ac- 
cept gold or reward of any kind, though " ever in hot and in cold " 
ho will be her true servant. 

" Do ye refuse it," asks the lady, " because it seems simple and 
of little value 1 Wlioso knew the virtues that are knit therein would 
estimate it more highly. For he who is girded with this green lace 
cannot be wounded or slain by any man under heaven." The knight 
thinks awhUe, and it strikes him that this would be a "jewel for the 
jeopardy " that he had to undergo at the Green Chapel. So he not 
only accepts the lace, but promises to keep the possession of it a 
secret (p. 59). By that time the lady had kissed him thrice, and she 
then takes " her leave and leaves him there." 

Gawayne rises, dresses himself in noble array, and conceals the 
" love lace " where he might find it again. He then hies to mass, 
shrives him of his misdeeds, and obtains absolution. On his return 
to the hall ho solaces the ladies with comely carols and all kinds of 
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joy (p, 60). The dai-k night came, and then the lord of the caatle, 
having slain the fo3t, retui-m to hig " dear home,", where he finds a 
fire brightly buTEing and hh gueat amiuamg the ladies {p» 61). 
Gawayne, in fulfilment of his agreement, kisaea hia host thrioa ^ 
*' By Christ/' quoth the other knight, *' ye have caught much bliss, 
I have hunted all this day and nought have I got but the skin of 
tliis foul fox (the devil have the goods !), and that ia full poor for. to 
pay for such precious things ^' (p, 62). 

After the usual evening's entertainment, Gawayne retires to rest 
The next morning, being New Year's day, is cold and stormy. Snow 
falls, and the dales ate full of drift. Our knight in his bed locks hii 
eyelids, but full little he sleeps. By each cock that crows he knowa 
the hour, and before day-break he calls for his chamberlain, wlio 
quickly brings him his armour (p. G4), While Gawayne cloth od 
himself in his rich weeds he forgot not tlie *4ace, the lady's gift," 
but with it doubly girded his loins. He wore it not for its rich orna- 
ments, " but to save himself when it behoved him to suffer," and as 
a safeguard against a word or knife {p. Gb). 

Having thanked Ins host and all the renowned assembly for tlio 
great kindness he had experienced at their hands, *'he steps into 
stirrups and strides aloft " (p. ^Q). 

The drawbridge is let down, and the broad gates unbarred and 
borne open upon both sides, and the knight, after commending the 
castle to Christ, passes thereout and goes on his way accompanied by 
his guide, that should teach !iim to turn to that place where ho should 
reeeive the much-dreaded blow. They climb over clilfs, where each 
hiU hati a hat and a miet-eloak, until the next mom^ when they find 
themselves on a fidl high hiU covered with enow. The servant bids 
his master remain awhile, saying, ** 1 have brought you hither at this 
time, and now ye are not far from that noted place that ye have so 
often enquired after. The place that ye press to is esteemed full 
perilous, and there dwells a man in that waste the worst upon earth, 
for he is stiff and stern and loves to strike, and greater is he than any 
man upon middle-earth, and hia body is bigger than the best four in 
Arthur's house. He keeps the Green Chapel ; there passes none by 
that place, however proud in arms, that he does not * ding him to 
death "with dinfc of hia hand.* He is a man immoderate and ' no 
mercy uses/ for be It churl or chaplain that by the chapel rides* 
monk or mass-prieBt, or any man else^ it is as pleasant to him to kill 
them as to go alive liimaelf. Wherefore I tell thee truly, * come ye 
there, ye he killed, though ye had twenty lives to spend. He has 
dwelt there long of yore, and on fiebl much sorrow has wrought. 
Against his sore dints ye may not deft.-nd you ' (p, 67)* Therefore, 
good Sir Gawayne, let the man alone, and for God's sake go by some 
othef path, and tlien I shall Id© me home again. I swear tu you by 

^ Ho onlj ID part kt^ep« in Mi covtinnitt, as \m holds bock the tam-iatf. 
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God and all His saints that I will never say that ever ye attempted 
to flee from any man." 

Gawayne thanks his guide for his well-meant kindness, but de- 
clares that to the Green Chapel he will go, though the owner thereof 
be " a stem knave," for God can devise means to save his servants. 

" Mary !" quoth the other, " since it pleases thee to lose thy life 
I vTill not hinder thee. Have thy helmet on thy head, thy spear in 
thy hand, and ride down this path by yon rock-side, till thou be 
brought to the bottom of the valley. Then look a little on the plain, 
on thy left hand, and thou shalt see in that slade the chapel itself, 
and the burly knight that guards it (p. 68). Now, farewell Gawayne 
the noble ! for all the gold upon ground I would not go with thee 
nor bear thee fellowship through this wood * on foot farther.' " Thus 
having spoken, he gallops away and leaves the knight alone. 

Gawayne now pursues his journey, rides through the dale, and 
looks about. He sees no signs of a resting-place, but only high and 
steep banks, and the very shadows of the high woods seemed wild 
and distorted. No chapel, however, could he discover. After a 
while he sees a round hill by the side of a stream ; thither he goes, 
alights, and fastens his horse to the branch of a tree. He walks 
about the hill, debating with himself what it might be. It had a 
hole in the one end and on each side, and everywhere overgrown with 
grass, but whether it was only an old cave or a crevice of an old crag 
he could not tell (p. 69). 

" Now, indeed," quoth Gawayne, " a desert is here ; this oratory 
is ugly with herbs overgrown. It is a fitting place for the man in 
green to * deal here his devotions after the devil's manner.' Now I 
feel it is the fiend (the devil) in my five wits that has covenanted 
with me that he may destroy me. This is a chapel of misfortune — 
evil betide it ! It is the most cursed kirk that ever I came in." 
With his helmet on his head, and spear in his hand, he roams up to 
the rock, and then he hears from- that high hill beyond the brook a 
wondrous wild noise. Lo ! it clattered in the cliff as if one upon a 
grindstone were grinding a scythe. It whirred like the water at a 
mill, and rushed and re-echoed, terrible to hear. " Though my life 
I forgo," says Gawayne, ** no noise shall cause me to fear." 

Then he cried aloud, " Who dwells in this place, discourse with 
me to hold ? For now is good Gawayne going right here if any brave 
wight will hie him hither, either now or never " (p. 70). 

" Abide," quoth one on the bank above, over his head, " and thou 
shalt have all in haste that I promised thee once." 

Soon there comes out of a hole in the crag, with a fell weapon, a 
Danish axe quite new, the " man in the green," clothed as at first as 
to his legs, locks, and beard. But now he is on foot and walks on the 
earth. When he reaches the stream, he hops over and boldly strides 
about. He meets Sir Gawayne, who tells him that he is quite ready 
to fulfil his part of the compact. " Gawayne," quoth that * green 
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gome ' (man), " maj God preserve thee ! Truly thou art welcorae to 
my placie^ ' and thoti bast timed thy travel * as a true man should. 
Thou knowest the covenaiiU made between u% at this time twelve- 
mouth, that on ^ew Year's daj I should return thee thy blow. Wo 
are now in this valley by ourselveSj and can do as we please (p. 71), 
Have, therefore, thy hehnet off thy bead^ and ' have here thy pay/ 
Let UB have no more talk than when thou didst strike oQ my head 
with a single blow/* 

** Kay, by God I " quoth Gawayne, " I shall not begrudge thee 
thy will for any harm that may happen, but wHl stand still while 
thou strikes t*' 

Xhen he stoops a little and shows his hare neck, unmoved by any 
fear* The Green Knight takes up his ** grim tool," and with all his 
force raises it aloft^ as if he meant utterly to destroy him. As the 
a^e came gliding down Gawayne ** shrank a Uttle with the shoulders 
from the sharp iron/* The otiier withheld his weapon, and then re- 
proved the prince with many proud wonJs. ** Thou art not Gawayne 
that is so good esteemed, that never fctared for no host by hill nor by 
vale, for now thou fieest for fear befoiie thou feelest harm (p. 72), 
Such cowardice of that knight did I never hear. I never flinch^ 
nor fled when thou didst aim at me in King Arthur's house. My 
hea<l flew to my feet and yet I never flod, wherefoi-© I deserve to be 
called the better man." 

Quoth Gawayne, " I shunted once, but wiU do so no more, though 
my head fall on the stones. But hasten and bring me to the point ; 
deal me my destiny, and do it out of hand, for T shall stand thee a 
stroke and start no more until thine axe has hit me— have here my 
troth/' " Have at thee, then/' said the other, and heaves the axe 
aloft, and looks as savagely as if he were mad. He aims at the other 
mightily, hut withholds his hand ere it might hurt. Gawayne readily 
abides the blow without flinching with any member^ and stood still 
fig ft Btone or a tree fixed in rocky ground with a hundred roots. 

Then merrily the other did speak, ** Since now thou hast thy heart 
whole it behoves me to strike, so take care of thy neck/* Gawajiie 
answers with great wroth, *' Thrash on, thou fierce man, thou threat- 
euest too long •, I believe thy own heart fails thee," 

"Forsooth/' quoth the other, "since thoii speakestso boldly^ I will 
no longer delay ** (|i. 73)* Then, efrntracting 'Mioth lips and brow," 
he made ready to strike^ and let tall his axe ou the hare neck of Sir 
Gawayne, *^ Though he hammered " tiercelyj he only " severed the 
hide," causing t!ie blood to flow. When Gawayne saw his blood on 
the snow, he quickly scked hia helmet and placed it on his head* 
Then lie drew out his bright swor^l, ami thus angrily spoke : *' Cease, 
man, of thy blow, bid me no more, I have rct-eived a stroke in tins 
pliue wifchiiiit opposition, but if thou givcst uw any more readily 
Khtdl I ri'quitit thee, of that be thou sure* Our covenant stipukui 
one fitrokf>, and tlierefom now cease/* 
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The Green Knight, resting on his axe, looks on Sir Gawayne, as 
bold and fearless he there stood, and then with a loud voice thus 
addresses the knight : ** Bold knight, be not so wroth, no man here 
has wronged thee (p. 74) ; I promised thee a stroke, and thou hast 
it, so hold thee well pleased. I could have dealt much worse with 
thee, and caused thee much sorrow. Two blows I aimed at thee, for 
twice thou kissedst my fair wife ; but I struck thee not, because thou 
restoredst them to me according to agreement. At the third time 
thou failedst, and therefore I have given thee that tap. That woven 
girdle, given thee by my own wife, belongs to me. I know well 
thy kisses, thy conduct also, and the wooing of my wife, for I 
wrought it myself. I sent her to try thee, and truly methinks thou 
art the most faultless man that ever on foot went. Still, sir, thou 
wert wanting in good faith ; but as it proceeded from no immorality, 
thou being only desirous of saving thy life, the less I blame thee.** 

Gawayne stood confounded, the blood rushed into his face, and ho 
shrank within himself for very shame. " Cursed,*' he cried, " be 
cowardice and covetousness both ; in you are villany and vice, that 
virtue destroy.** Then he takes off the girdle and throws it to the 
knight in green, cursing his cowardice and covetousness. The Green 
Knight, laughing, thus spoke : " Thou hast confessed so clean, and 
acknowledged thy faults, that I hold thee as pure as thou hadst never 
forfeited since thou wast first bom. I give thee, sir, the gold-hemmed 
girdle as a token of thy adventure at the Green Chapel. Come now 
to my castle, and we shall enjoy together the festivities of the New 
Year'* (p. 76). 

** Nay, forsooth,** quoth the knight, " but for your kindness may 
God requite you. Commend me to that courteous one your comely 
wife, who with her crafts has beguiled me. But it is no uncommon 
thing for a man to come to sorrow through women*s wiles ; for so 
was Adam beguiled with one, and Solomon with many. Samson was 
destroyed by Delilah, and David suffered much through Bathsheba. 
^ It were indeed great bliss for a man to love them well and believe 
them not,^ Since the greatest upon earth were so beguiled, methinks I 
should be excused. But God reward you for your girdle, which I 
will ever wear in remembrance of my fault, and when pride shall exalt 
me, a look to this love-lace shall lessen it (p. 77). But since ye are 
the lord of yonder land, from whom I have received so much honour, 
tell me truly your right name, and I shall ask no more questions." 

Quoth the other, " I am called Bernlak de Hautdesert, through 
might of Morgain la Fay, who dwells in my house. Much has she 
leamt of Merlin, who knows all your knights at home. She brought 
me to your hall for to essay the prowess of the Eound Table. She 
wrought this wonder to bereave you of your wits, hoping to have 
grieved Guenever and affrighted her to death by means of the man 
that spoke with his head in his hand before the high table. She is 
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even thine aunt Aitbur's half sister ; wheiefore come to thine aimt^ 
for all my hoosehold love thee." 

Gawayne ivfoses to accompany the Gieen Knight, and so, mth 
many embraces and kind wishes, they separate — the one to his 
castle, the cither to Arthur's court. 

^VfWr passing through many wild ways, our knight recoveis &om 
the wv>und in his neck« and at last comes safe and sound to the court 
of King Arthur. Great ihc-n was the joy of all ; the king and queen 
ki^ their brave knight, and make many enquiries about his journey. 
Ho tells them of his adventures, hiding nothing — ** the chance of the 
chapel, the cheer oi the knight, the love of the lady, and lastly of the 
latw" Gioaning for grief and shame he shows them the cut in his 
noi*k, which he had leoeiveii for his imfaithfulness (p. 79). The king 
anil his cv^rtieis comfort the knight — they laugh loudly at his ad- 
Yontun>s, and unanimously agn^e that those lords and ladies that 
l)elougt\l to the Kound Table, and each knight of the brotherhood, 
should ever ,^er wi\ir a bright green belt for Gawayne's sake. And 
ho u|Hnx whom it was confened honouied it evermore after. 

Thus in Arthur s time this adventure befell, whereof the " Brutus 
IWks " K\ir witness (p. 80). 

I utHHl not say that the Bnifuf Bookg we possess do not contain 
tho logtnid hoi\^ set forth, though it is not much more improbable 
than some of tlio statements contained in them. If the reader desires 
to know tho n>latiou in which this and the like stories stand to the 
origit\al ,\rtUur h^^nds, he will find it discussed in Sir F, Madden*s 
Ph^rnoo to his inlition of '* S\t Gawayne," which also contains a 
nkoloh of tho very ditforent views taken of Sir Gawayne by the dif- 
tVlHvut KonirtUiH^ writers. 

Into i\m and other liUmn/ questions I do not enter here, as I 
hnvo uoMuuji to add to Sir F, Madden's statements ; but in the text 
of \\\\\ Pot^m I huvo ditVoriHi fn>m him in some few readings, which 
will lu» \\\\\\\\\ noticed in tho Notes and Glossary. 

Ah tho iuan\woript is fi\st fading, I am glad that the existence of 
tho VMv\y V]\\^\\a\\ Text Sixnety hiis enabled us to secure a wider 
ilill^iHJtin or itH oontt^ntx^ before the original shall be no longer legible. 

Wo want nothing but an increased supply of members to enable 
UH 1.0 «lvt> to a huxt> oin»lo of readers many an equally interesting 
nmml of lj\v\y Knglish minds. 



SYR GAWAM AND THE GRENE KNT>T. 



[FYTTE THE FIEST.] 

I. 

QiJ^en pe sege & pe assaut watj sesed at Troye, rPoi. oiaj 
*^ J)e borj brittened & brent to bronde3 & askej, ^roy 
J)e tulk pat pe trammes of tresouw per wro3t, 
4 Wat3 tried for his tricherie, pe trewest on erthe ; 
Hit watj Ennias pe atliel, & his highe kynde, 
Jjat sipen depreced proninces, & patrouwes bicome 
Welneje of al pe wele in pe west iles, 
8 Fro riche Eomulus to Eome ricchis hym swype, Romulus bmit 
With gret bobbauwce pat burje he biges vpon fyrst, 
& neuenes hit his aune nome, as hit now hat ; 
Ticius to Tuskan [tumesj & teldes bigywnes ; 
12 Langaberde in Lumbardie lyftes vp homes ; 

& fer oner be French flod Felix Bruius and FeUx Brutus 

■^ founded Britain, 

On mony bonkkes ful brode Bretayn he sette^, 
wyth wy wne ; 
16 Where werre, & wrake, & wonder, a land of war and 

wonder, 

Bi sypej hat3 wont per-iwne, 

& oft bobe blysse & blunder and oft of biiss 

' " and blunder. 

Ful skete hat3 skyfted sywne. 
II. 



20 Ande quen pis Bretayn wat3 bigged bi pis bum rych, 
Bolde bredden per-i7me, baret pat lofden, 
In mony turned tyme tene pat WT03ten j 
Mo ferlyes on pis folde han fallen here oft 



Bolde bredden per-mne, baret pat lofden, Bold men in- 

creased in the 

In mony turned tyme tene pat WT03ten j ^»^^ 



OHBISTMAS AT ARTHUR'S COURT. 



and many mar- 
yeU happened. 

Of all Britain's 
kings Arthur was 
the noblest. 

[FoL 916.] 



Listen a while 
and ye shall hear 
the story of an 
** outrageous ad- 
yentore." 



24 pen in any o]fer fai I wot, eyn J^at ilk tyme. 
Bot of alle fat here bult of Bretaygne ky wges 
Ay wat3 Arthur fe hendest, as I haf herde telle ; 
For-J)i an auwter in erde I attle to schawe, 
28 \)B,t a selly in si3t summe men hit holden, 
& an outtrage awenture of Arthnre3 wonderej ; 
If je wyl lysten fis laye bot on littel qnile, 
I schal telle hit, as-tit, as I in toon herde, 
32 vfiih tonge ; 

As hit is stad & stoken, 
In stori stif & stronge, 
With lei letteres loken, 
36 In londe so hat3 ben longe. 



Arthur held at 
Camelot his 
CSuristmas feast, 

with all the 
knights of the 
Bound Table, 



full fifteen days. 



All was Joy in 
hall and chamber. 



amonff bra/e 
knights and 
lovely ladies. 



the happiest 
under heaven. 



in. 

Jjis kyng lay at Camylot vpon kryst-masse, 
With mony luflych lorde, lede3 of fe best, 
Eekenly of ])e rouwde table alle Jo rich brej^er, 

40 With rych renel ory3t, & rechles merges; 
per towmayed tulkes bi-tyme3 ful mony, 
lusted ful Iolil6 fise gentyle kni3tes, 
Syfen kayred to fe court, caroles to make; 

44 For J)er fe fest wat3 ilyche ful fiften dayes. 

With alle \>e mete & fe mirjje Jat men couje a-vyse ; 
Such glaumande gle glorio^t^ to here, 
Dere dyn vp-on day, dauTisywg on ny3tes, 

48 Al wat3 hap vpon he3e in halle3 & chambre3. 
With lorde3 & ladies, as leuest him J)03t ; 
With all fe wele of J^e worlde J^ay woned per samen, 
pe most kyd kny3te3 vnder kryste seluen, 

52 &]>e louelokkest ladies ])at eu^r lif haden, ^ 
& he J)e comlokest kywg fat Je court haldes ; 
For al wat3 J)is fayre folk in her first age, 
on sille ; 

56 pe hapnest vnder heuen, 

Kywg hyjest mow of wylle, 



THE CELEBRATION OP THE NEW YEAR. 6 

Hit were' now gret nye to neuew 
So hardy a here on hille. 

IV. 

60 Wyle nw jer watj so jep fat hit watj nwe cummen, They celebrate 
Jjat day doubble on fe dece watj Je douth semed, with great joy. 
Fro Jje kywg watj cummen wtt^ knyjtes in to fe halle, 
]>Q chauwtre of fe chapel cheued to an ende ; 

64 Loude crye watj fer kest of clerkej & ofer, 

Nowel nayted o-newe, neuened ful ofte ; [Foi. 92.] 

& syjjen riche forth ruwnen to reche honde-selle, 

Jejed jeres 3iftes on hij, jelde hem bi hond, Gifts are de- 

68 Debated busyly aboute Jjo giftes ; ^^"^"^^ 

Ladies la^ed fnl loude, poj fay lost haden, 
& he fat wan wat^ not wrothe, fat may je wel trawe. 
AUe f is mirf e fay maden to f e mete tyme ; tok^th*"? **1!*' 

72 When fay had wasohen, worf yly fay wenten to sete, •* ^^ **^^®- 
J)e best bume ay abof, as hit best semed ; 
Whene Guenore ful gay, grayf ed in f e myddes, ?"®®are^iSSiy^^ 
Dressed on f e dere des, dubbed al aboute, dressed. 

76 Smal sendal bisides, a selure hir ouer 
Of tryed Tolouse, of Tars tapites iw-noghe, 
Jjat were enbrawded & beten wyth f e best gerwmes, 
Jjat myjt be preued of prys wyth penyes to bye, 

80 in daye ; 

be COmlokest to discrye, a lady fairer of 

form might no 

)5er glent wM yjen gray, ^r i&oreS^e^n. 

A semloker fat euer he syjo, 
84 Soth mojt no mon say. 

V. 

Bot Arthure wolde not ete til al were serued, Arthur would 

not eat, 

He wat3 so loly of his loyfnes, & suT/i-quat child gered, 
His lif liked hy?w lyjt, he louied f e lasse 
88 Aufer to lenge lye, or to longe sitte, fon^^su***'** 

* MS. werere. 



4 ARTHUR LONGS FOR AN ADVENTURE. 

So bi-sied him his ^onge blod & his brayn wyldo ; 
& also ano]76r maner meued him eke, 
Jjat he Jjur3 nobelay had nomen, he wolde neuer cte 
92 Vpon such a dere day, er hym demsed were 
until he had wit- Of suTW auentuK^^ bywc an vncoube tale, 

nessed a ** won- r./ o r ' 

onS^SJJd?'*'* Of sum mayn meruayle, fat he myjt trawe, 

Of* alderes, of annes, of ofer auentun^, 
96 Ojjer sum segg hym bi-so^t of sum siker kny^t, 
To loyne wyth hym in iustywg in loparde to lay, 
Lede lif for lyf, leue vchon ofer. 
As fortime wolde ftdsuw hom fe fayrer to haue. 
100 Jjis watj [Jje] kywges couwtenauTice where he in 
court were, 
At vch farand fest among his fre meny, 
[FoL 92^.] in halle ; 

Heoffiieeso ber-fore of face SO fere, 

bold makes mndi ' 

mirth with aiL ^04 He sti3tle3 stif in stalle, 

Ful 3ep in fat nw 3ere, 
Much mirthe he mas Yriih alle. 

VI. 

3mh^i?k*i^^hto Thaa \er stondes in stale fe stif kywg his-seluen, 

108 Talkkande bifore fe hy^e table of trifles fol hende ; 
Gawayne, There godc Gawau watj grayfed, Gwenore bisyde, 

Agravayn, ^ Agrauayu a la dure mayn on fat ofer syde sittes, 

Bofe fe kywges sister suwes, & ful siker knijtes ; 
Bishop Bawde- 112 Bischop Bawdewyn abof bi-ginej fe table, 
j»d Yw^sit & Ywan, Vryn son, ette wit hyrw-seluen ; 

)5ise were di^t on fe des, & derworfly serued, 
& sifen mony siker segge at f e 8idborde3. 
The first course 116 bcTi be first cors comc with crakkywg of trumpes, 

is served with ' ^ ,/ o * 

cracking of trum- Wyth mouy bauer ful bry^t, fat f er-bi henged, 

Nwe nakryn noyse wit^ f e noble pipes, 
Wylde werbles & wy3t wakned lote, 
120 Jjat mony hert ful hi^e hef at her towches ; 

1 Of of, in MS. 



THE APPEARANCE OF THE GREEN KNIGHT. 



Dayntes dryuen Jer-wyth of ful dere metes, 
Foysoun of f e fresclie, & on so fele disches, 
Jjat pine to fynde f e place Je peple bi-forno 
124 For to sette Je syluener,* fat sere sewes halden, 
on clothe ; * 
Iche lede as he loued hym-selue 
, Jjer laght wM-outen lof e, 
128 Ay two had disches twelue, 

Good ber, & bry3t wyn bofe. 

VII. 
Now wyl I of hor seruise say yow no more, 
For vch wyje may wel wit no wont Jat per were ; 
132 An ojer noyse ful newe ne^ed biliue, 

Jjat Je lude myjt haf leue lif-lode to each. 
For vnef e watj Je noyce not a whyle sesed, 
& Jje fyrst oowrce hi Je court kyndely serued, 
136 ))er hales in at fe halle dor an aghlich mayster^ 
On Je most on Je moldo on mesure hyghe ; 
Fro Je swyre to Je swange so sware & so fik, 
& his lyndes & his lymes so longe & so grete, 
140 Half etayn in erde I hope fat he were. 
Bot mon most I algate mywn hym to bene, 
& pat pe myriest in his muckel pat my^t ride ; 
For of bak & of brest al were his bodi stume, 
144 Bot his wombe & his wast were worthily smale, 
& alle his fetures fo^ande, in forme pat he hade, 
ful clene ; 
For wonder of his hwe mow hade, 
148 Set in his semblaunt sene ; 

Ho ferde as freke were fade, 
& ouer-al enker grene. 

VIII. 

Ande al grayped in grene pis gome & his wedes, 
162 A strayt cote ful street, pat stek on his sides, 
* sylufren (?) (dishes). 



It consiiited of all 
dainlles in sea* 
son. 



Each two had 
dishes twelve, 
good beer and 
origbt wine both. 



There was no 
want of any- 
thing. 

Scarcely had the 
first course com- 
menced. 



when there 
rushes in at tlie 
hall-door a 
knight; 



the tallest on 
earth 

[Fol. M.] 

he must have 
been. 

His back and 

breast were 

great, 

but his belly and 

waist were smalL 



He was clothed 
entirely in green. 



6 A HORSE, GREEN AS GRABS, 

A mere mantile abof, mensked w/t/i-inne, 
With pelure pured apert fe pane ful clene, 
With blyjje blauwner ful bi73t, & bis bod boje, 
156 )}at wat3 la^t fro bis lokke^, & layde on bis scbiilderes ; 
Heme wel baled, bose of Jat same grene, 

Hi« man were of )5at spenet on bis sparlyr, & clene spares vnder. 

Of bry^t golde, vpon silk bordes, barred ful rycbe, 
160 & scboles vnder sobankes, Jere Je scbalk rides ; 
& alle bis vesture uerayly watj clene verdure, 
Bo])e Je barres of bis belt & ojer blyfe stones, 
i>at were ricbely rayled in bis aray clene. 

His saddle was 164 Aboutte by/w-self & bis sadel, vpon silk werke3, 

mw. ^^"^ *"* J^*^ ^®^® ^ *°^ ^^^ *^ ^^^ ^^ tryfles Je balue, 

)5at were enbrauded abof, wytb bryddes & flyjes, 
Witb gay gaudi of grene, Je golde ay in myddes ; 
168 J)e pendauwtes of bis payttrure, fe proude cropuro. 
His molaynes, & alle Je metail anamayld was Jjewne, 
J)e steropes fat be stod on, stayned of Je same, 
& bis arsouw^ al after, & bis afel sturtes, 
172 Jjat euer glemered^ & glent al of grene stones. 
The foal that he be folo bat be ferkkes on, fyn of bat ilke, 

rode upon was ' ' i j r i 

gjwn ; sertayn ; 

A grene bors gret & Jikke, 
It was a steed fuU 1 76 A stedo ful stif to strayne, 

\n brawden brydel qmk, 
[PoL «36.] To Je gome be watj ful gayn. 

IX. 

Q^y ™^e Wel gay watj Jis gome gered in grene, 

180 & Je bere of bis bed of bis bors swete ; 

Fayre fannand fax vmbe-foldes bis scbulderes ; 
His great beard, A mucb berd as' a busk ouer bis brest benges, 

like a bush, hung ° 

on his breast. }^^\ ^j^ \^ bijlicb bcre, Jat of bis bed recbes, 

184 Wat^ euesed al vmbe-tome, Srbof bis elbowes, 

> glemed (?). » as as, in MS. 



OARBIBS THE ENIOHT IN GREEN. 7 

J)at half his armes pet vnder were halched in fe wyse 

Of a kywgej capados, fat closes his swyre. 

be mane of bat mayn hors much to hit lyke, The howe's mane 

* r J •' ' WM decked with 

188 Wei cresped & cemmed wyth knottes ful mony, «oiden threada. 
Folden in wyth fildore aboute Je fayre grene, 
Ay a herle of Je here, an ofer of golde ; 
be tayl <& his toppy wg twywnen of a sute, its tan was 

' " '^^*' o ^ ' bound with a 

192 & bounden bofe wyth a bande of a bry^t grene, v^^ ^°^^ 
Dubbed wyth ful dere stone^, as ])e dok lasted, 
Syjen prawen wyth a fwong a Jwarle knot alofte, 
Jjer mony bellej ful bryjt of brende golde rungen. 

196 Such a fole vpon folde, ne freke bat hym rydes, such a foai nor a 

^ r J J > knight were never 

Wat J neuer sene in Jat sale wyth sy^t er fat tyme, ^for« wen. 
wttA y^e ; 
He loked as layt so ly^t, 
200 So sayd al pat hym sy^e, 

Hit semed as no mon my^t. it aeemed that no 

" '' man might en- 

Vnder his dynttej dry^e. <*"'« ^ ^^^' 



Wheber hade he no helme ne hawbrelrgh nauber. The knight oar. 

^^, ^^ , riedneiaerapear 

204 ]N e no pysan, ne no plate pat pented to annes, nor shield, 
Ne no schafte, ne no schelde, to schwne ne to smyte, 
Bot in his on honde he hade a holyn bobbe, in one hand was 

'^ ' a holly bough, 

Jjat is grattest in grene, when greuej ar bare, 
208 & an ax in his oper, a hoge & vn-mete, in the other an 

A spetos sparse to expouw in spelle quo-so my^t ; 

)5e hede of an elnjerde Je large lenkje hade, 

J)e grayn al of grene stele & of golde hewen, 
212 ]}e bit bumyst bry^t, wit A a brod egge, the edgj of which 

As wel schapen to schere as scharp rasores ; "^^^n? nwt, 

Jje stele of a stif staf Je stume hit bi-grypte, 

Jjat wat3 wouwden wyth yrn to f e wandej ende, croi m.] 
216 & al bigrauen wM grene, in gracios* werkes j *"***^lSS% 



^ looha like gpraooMS in MS, 



THE GREEN KNIGHT ASKS FOR THE KING. 



iron, coriously 
"graven with 
ijH'een, in gracious 
works." 



Thus arraved the 
Green Kniffht 
enters the hall. 



without salntlng 
anyone. 



He asks for the 
*• governor " of 
the company, 



and looks for ihe 
most renowned. 



A lace lapped aboute, fat louked at f e hede, 
& so afte?- Je halme halched ful ofte, 
Wyth tryed tassele^ fei-to tacched iw-nogfie, 
220 On botoun^ of Je bry3t grene brayden ful ryche. 
Jjis hajel helde^ hjm iw, & Je halle entres, 
Driuande to Je he^e dece, dut lie no woje, 
Haylsed he neuer one, bot lie3e lie ouer loked. 
224 pQ fyrst word fat he warp, " wher is," he sayd, 
" J)e gouemowr of pis gywg 1 gladly I wolde 
Se pat segg in sy^t, & with hjm self speke 
raysouw." 
228 To kny^te^ he kest his yje, 

& reled hym vp & douw, 
He stemmed & con studie, 
Quo wait per most renouw. 



Much they mar- 
vel to see a man 
and a horse 



as green as grass. 



Never hefore had 
tiiey seen snch a 
sight as this. 



They were afraid 
to answer. 



and were as 
silent as if sleep 
had taken pos- 
session of tnem ; 



some firom fear 
and others flrom 
courtesy. 



XL 

232 Ther watj lokywg on lenpe, pe lude to be-holde, 
For vch mo7i had meruayle quat hit mene my3t, 
Jjat a hapel & a horse my^t such a hwe lach, 
As growe grene as pe gres & grener hit semed, 
236 Jjen grene aumayl on golde lowande bry^ter ; 
Al studied pat per stod, & stalked hym nerre, 
Wyth al pe wonder of pe worlde, what he worch 

schulde. 
For fele sellyej had pay sen, bot such neuer are, 
240 For-pi for fantoum & fayry3e pe folk pere hit demed; 
Jjer-fore to answare wat3 ar3e mony apel freke, 
& al stouned at his steuen, & stonstil seten. 
In a swoghe sylence purj pe sale riche 
244 As al were slypped vpon slope so slaked hor lote3 
in hy3e ; 
I dome hit not al for doute, 
Bot Bum for cortaysye, 
248 Bot let hym pat al schulde loute, 

Cast vnto pat wy3e. 



ARTHUR BIDS HIM WELOOMB. 



XII. 

p&nn ArJoMrbifore Je hijdecejatauenturebyholdej, 

\fc rekenly hjm reuerenced, for rad was he neuer, 
252 & sayde, ^* wyje, welcum iwys to pia place, 

j)o hede of Jis ostel Arthow?' I hat j 

JA^t luflych adouw, & lenge, I fe praye, 

& quat so Jjy wylle is, we schal wyt after." [syttes, 
256 " Nay, as help me," quod pe haf el, "he pat on hy^e 

To wone any quyle in pis won, hit watj not myn 

Bot for pe los of pe,lede ,is lyft vp so hyje, [emde ; 

& py bur^ & py bumes best ar holden, 
260 Stifest vnder stel-gere on stedes to ryde, 

pe wy^test & pe worpyest of pe worldes kynde, 

Preue for to play wyth in oper pure layke3 ; 

& here is kydde cortaysye, as I haf herd carp, 
264 & pat hat J wayned me hider, I-wyis, at pis tyme. 

Je may be seker bi pis brauwch pat I here here, 

Jjat I passe as in pes, & no ply3t seche ; 

For had I founded in fere, in fojty7?g wyse, 
268 I haue a hauberghe at home & a helme hope, 

A schelde, & a scharp spere, schinande bry3t, 

Ande oper weppenes to welde, I wone wel als, 

Bot for I wolde no were, my wede3 ar softer. 
272 Bot if pou be so bold as alle burnej tellen, 

j>ovi wyl grant me godly pe gomen pat I ask, 
bi ryjt." 
Arthowr con onsware, 
276 & sayd, " sir cortays kny^t. 

If pou craue batayl bare. 
Here faylej pou not to fy3t." 

XIII. 
" Nay, frayst I no fy3t, in fayth I pe telle, "i seek no fight,- 

280 Hit am aboute on bis bench bot berdlej chylder : "'Here are only 

' y ./ y beardless chil- 

If I wore hasped i« armes on a he3e stede, ^^'^^ 

Hero is no mon me to mach, for my3te3 so^ wayke. S^at^h m?."* 
I.MS. fo. 



Arthur salutes 
the Green 
Knight, 



BPol. M6.] 
ids him wel- 
come, and Invites 
him to stay 
awhile. 



The knight says 
that he wiU not 
tarry. 



He seeks tlie 
most valiant that 
he may prove 



He comes ia 
peace. 



At home, how- 
ever, he has both 
shield and spear. 



Arthurs 
him that he shall 
not fail to find an 
opponent worthy 
of nim. 
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THE REQUEST OF THE GREEN KNIOHT. 



Here are brave 
ones many. 



if any be bold 
enoagh to ' strike 
a stroke for aa- 
other/ 



fhls axe shall be 
his; 

[Fol. 95.] 



but I shall ffive 
him a 'stroke' in 
retum 



within a twelve- 
month and a 
day." 



Fear kept all 
silent. 



The knight rolled 
his red eyes 
about, 

and bent his 
bristly green 
brows. 

Waving his beard 
awhile, he ex- 
claimed: 



"What! is this 
Arthur's court ? 



296 



300 



Forsooth the 
renown of the 
Bound Table is 
overturned ' with 
a word of one 
man's speech.' " 



For-Jjy I craue in Jis court a crystemas gomen, 
284 For hit is 30I & nwe 301, & here ar ^ep mony ; 
If any so hardy in Jis houa holde^ hyr/i-seluen, 
Be so bolde in his blod, brayn in hys hede, 
)5at dar stifly strike a strok for an of er, 
288 I schal gif hjm of my gyfb pys giseme ryche, 

j)ia ax, Jjat is heu6 iw-nogh, to hondele as hjm lykes, 
& I schal bide Je fyrst bur, as bare as I sitte. 
If any freke be so felle to fonde Jat I telle, 
292 Lepe ly3tly me to, & lach fis weppen, 

I quit clayme hit for euer, kepe hit as his auen, 
& I schal stonde hym a strok, stif on Jis flet, 
Ellej Jou wyl di^t me fe dom to dele hym an ofcr, 
barlay; 
& 3et gif hym respite, 
A twelmonyth & a day ; 
Now hy3e, & let se tite 
Dar any her-iwne 03t say." 

XIY. 
If he hem stowned vpon fyrst, stiller were f awno 
Alle Je hered-men in halle, Je hy3 & fe lo3e ; 
J5e renk on his rouwce hym ruched in his sadel, 

304 & runisch-ly his rede y3en he reled aboute, 
Bende his bresed bro3e3, bly-cande grene, 
Wayued his berde for to wayte quo-so wolde ryse. 
When non wolde kepe hym W2 1^ carp he co3ed f ul hy3e, 

308 Ande rimed hym ful richley, & ry3t hym to speke : 
" What, is f is Arjures hous" quod fe hafel pewne, 
" J)at al Jje TOtis rewnes of, f\xr^ ryalmes so mony 1 
Where is now jour sowrquydrye & jour cowquestes, 

312 Your gry[n]del-layk, & yowr greme, & yoi^r grete 
wordes 1 
Now is Je reuel & Je renoun of f e rouwde table 
Ouer-walt wyth a worde of on wy3es speche ; 
For al dares for drede, wit7/-oute dynt schewed ! " 

316 Wyth Jis he la3es so loude, Jat Je lorde greued ; 



KINO ARTHUR IS VEBT WROTH. 11 

be blod scliot for echam in-to his schyre face Arthur bituhet 

''for shame. 

& lere; 
He wex as wroth as wynde, He waxee as 

wroth as the 

320 So did alle Jat fer were, wiud. 

j)e kywg as kene bi kynde, 
jpQH stod ])at stif mon nere. 

XV. 

Ande sayde, "hajel, by heuen fyn askyng is nys, Ho assures the 

knight that no 

324 & as Jjou foly hatj frayst, fynde fe be-houes ; gne u »fr«»id of 

I know no gome Jat is gast of fy grete wordes. 
Gif me now py geserne, vpon godej halue, 
& I schal bayf en Jy bone, fat fou boden habbes." 

328 Lyjtly lepej he hym to, & lajt at his honde ; tFoL oso.] 

j)en feersly pat oper freke vpon fote ly^tis. 
Now hat^ Arthure his axe, & pe hahne grypej, Arthur seizes his 
& stumely sturej hit aboute, pat stryke wy th hit poj t. 

332 Jje stif mon hym bifore stod vpon hyjt, 

Herre pen ani in pe hous by pe hede & more : Fberde, The knight. 

' L ' stroking his 

Wyth stume schere * per he stod, he stroked his ?««^ a^ajt? **>« 

•^ •» ' blow, and with a 

& wyth a couwtenaunce dryje he dro^ douw his cote, '^^ol^lSSwa' 
336 No more mate ne dismayd for hys may» dinte^, ^^''^ "' "**• 
Jjen any burne vpon bench hade bro^t hym to drynk 
of wyne, 
Gawan, pat sate bi pe quene, sir Gawayne be- 

' '^ r ^ > seeches the king 

340 To pe kywg he can enclyne, tak®\h*'bi°"^^'" 

" I be-seche now wiHi sajej sene, 
J3is melly mot be myne," 

XVI. 
" Wolde je, worpilych lorde," qvod Gawan to pe 
kywg, 
.344 " Bid mo boje fro pis benche, & stonde by vow pere, He asks permis- 

^ '^ ' J J J- > 8ion to leave the 

Jjat I wyth-oute vylanye myjt voyde pis table, ^^^^i i»«»v». 
& pat my logge lady lyked not ille, 

' cliere (?). 
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SIB OAWATNE ASKS ARTHURS LEAVE 



ft is not meet 
that Arthur 
Bhoold he active 
in the matter, 



while so many 
bold ones sit 
npon bench. 



Although the 
weakest he is 
quite ready to 
meet the Green 
Knight. 



The nobles en- 
treat Arthur to 
"give Oawayne 
the game." 



I wolde com to jour cou/weyl, bifore jour cort ryche. 
348 For me fink hit not semly, as hit is so]) knawen, 
Jjer such an askywg is heuened so hyje in jour sale, 
Jjaj^e jowr-self betalenttyf totakehit to yo?«r-seluen, 
Whil mony so bolde yow aboute vpon bench sytten, 
352 Jjat vnder heuen, I hope, non ha^er er of wylle, 
Ne better bodyes on bent, f er baret is rered ; 
I am Je wakkest, I wot, and of wyt feblest, 
<& lest lur of my lyf, quo laytes Je so])e, [prayse, 
356 Bot for as much as je ar myn em, I am only to 
No bouwt^ bot yoi^r blod I in my bod6 knowe ; 
& syben Jjis note is so nys, Jat no^t hit yow falles, 
<& I haue frayned hit at yow fyrst, foldej hit to mo, 
360 & if I carp not comlyly, let alle Jis cort rych, 
bout blame." 
Ryche to-geder con rou7^, 
& sypen Jay redden alle same, 
364 To ryd pe kywg wyth croun, 

& gif Gawan pe game. 



[Fol. 9G.] 



The king gives 
his nephew hia 
weapon. 



and tells him to 
keep heart and 
hand steady. 



The Green 
Knight enquires 
the name of his 
opponent. 



XVII. 

J3en comauwded pe kywg pe knyjt for to ryse ; 
& he ful radly vp ros, & ruchched hym fayre, 

368 Kneled doun bifore pe kywg, & cachej pat weppen ; 
& he luflyly hit hym laft, & lyfbe vp his honde, 
<& gef hyTW godde^ blessywg, & gladly hjm biddes 
)5at his hert & his honde schulde hardi be hope. 

372 " Kepe pe cosyn," qwoc? pe kywg, " pat pou on kyrf 
sette, 
& if pou redej hyw ry^t, redly I trowe, 
Jjat pou schal byden pe bur pat he schal bede afte?*." 
Gawan got3 to pe gome, yiiih giseme in honde, 

376 & he baldly h.jm byde^, he bayst neuer pe helder. 
Jjen carppej to sir Gawan pe knyjt in pe grene, 
" Eefourme we oure for-wardes, er we fyrre passe. 
Fyrst I epe pe, hapel, how pat pou hattes. 



TO DEAL THE GREEN KNIGHT A BLOW. 13 

380 J)at Jou me telle truly, as I tryst may ? " [hatte, 

" In god fayth," quod be goode knyat, " Gawan I sir Gawayne teiis 

^__ , •!/» ^^ ^** name. 

pat Dede be bis buffet, quat-so bi-falle^ after, and declares that 

^ '^ ' ^ ^ ' he is willing to 

& at pis tyme twelmonyth take at Je ano])er, f woS!^ '"®*'^^® 

384 Wyth what weppen so ^ Jou wylt, & wy thno wy3 ellej, > ms. fo. 
on lyue." 
Jjat oper on-sware^ agayn, 
** Sir Gawan, so mot I Jryue, 

388 As I am ferly fayn, The other thereof 

Jjis dint fat Jou schal dryue." 

XVIII. 

" Bigog," qiwd fe grene knyjt, " s w* Gawan, me lykes, " it pleases me 

J)at I schal fange at fy fust fat I haf frayst here ; GJSfknT^t!** 

892 & fou hat3 redily rehersed, hi resouw ful trwe, m^VSuTw Sm 

Clanly al bo couenau/it bat I be kywge asked, but thou must 

•^ '^ r r J & > swear that thou 

Saf fat fou schal siker me, segge, hi fi trawf e, ^*** "^^^ ™e, 
Jjat pou schal seche me f i-self, where-so fou hopes 
396 I may be funde vpon folde, & foch fe such wages 

As bou deles me to day, bifore bis doube ryche." to receive the 

^ •'' r r J blow in return." 

^'TVJiere schulde I wale be," quod Gauan, "where « where shaiii 

seek thee ? " says 
IS Jjy place? sir Gawayne; 

I wot neuer where Jjou wonyes, bi hym fat me wro3t, 
400 Ne I know not f e, knyjt, fy cort, ne fi name. 

Bot teche me truly fer-to, & telle me ho we f ou hattes, " ten me thy 

' name and abode 

& I schal ware alle my wyt to wywne me f eder, Jhw ""^'^ ^^ 
& fat I swere f e for sof e, & by my seker trawef ." [ToL 066.] 

404 " J)at is in-nogh in nwo jer, hit nedes no more," 
Q,uod f e gome in f e grene to Gawan f e hende, 
" Jif I f e telle trwly, quen I f o tape haue, "When thou 

& f ou me smof ely hat^ smyten, smartly I f e teche £ff",^J*?.\hen 

408 Of my howa, & my home, & myn owen nome, f^et^Se^, 

Jjen may f ou frayst my fare, & forwarder holde, 
& if I spende no speche, bewne spedei bou be better, if i speak not at 

^ ^ , , o 1 « alUsomuchthe 

For fou may long in fy londo, & layt no fyrre, better for thee. 

412 bot slokes ; 

3 



u 



OAWAYNE BEHEADS THE OBEEN KNIGHT. 



Take now thy 
grim tool, and let 
ns see how thou 
knockest." 



416 



Ta now fy grymme tole to Je, 
& let se how Jjou cnokej." 
" Gladly sir, for sojje," 
Quod Grawan ; his ax he strokes. 



The Green 
Knight 



puts his long 
lovely locks aside 
and lays bare hia 
neck. 



Sir Ghtwayne lets 
fall his axe 



and severs the 
head from the 
body. 



The head fklls to 
the earth. 
Many kick it aside 
with theit foet. 



The knight never 
Cslters; 



he rashes forth, 
seizes his bead. 



steps into the 
saddle, 

holding the while 
the head in his 
band by the hair, 



and turns his 
horse about. 

[PoL 97.] 



XIX. 

Thegrenekny3tvpon grouwde grayf ely hjm dresses^ 
A littel lut Yfitk Je hede, Je lere he discouerej, 
His longe louelych lokkej he layd oner his croun, 

420 Let fe naked nee to fe note schewe. 

Gauan gripped to his ax, & gederes hit on hy3t, 
j)e kay fot on Jje folde he be-fore sette, 
Let hit doun Ij^tlj ly^t on Je naked, 

424 J)at Je scharp of Je schalk schyndered f e bones, 
& schraiik puj^ ])e schyire grece, & scade hit in 

twywne, 
Jjat Je bit of Je brouw stel bot on Je grouwde. 
j)e fayre hede fro pe halce hit [felle] to J?e erjje, 

428 J)at fele hit foyned wyth her fete, fere hit forth roled ; 
pe blod brayd fro Je body, pat blykked on fe grene; 
& nawfer faltered ne fel Jje freke neuer Jje holder, 
Bot styjjly he start forth vpon styf schonkes, 

432 & ru[n]yschly he ra3t out, pere as renkkej stoden, 
La3t to his lufly hed, & lyft hit vp sone ; 
& syf en bo3e3 to his blonk, f e brydel he cachche3, 
Steppe3 in to stel bawe & stryde3 alofte, 

436 & his hede by pe here in his honde halde3 ; 
& as sadly pe segge hym in his sadel sette, 
As non vnhap had hym ayled, pa3 hedle3 he* we[re], 
in stedde ; 

440 He brayde his bluk ' aboute, 

)5at vgly bodi pat bledde, 
Moni on of hym had doute, 
Bi pat his resouw3 were redde. 



» MS. ho. 



blunk (?). 



THE HEAD OPENS ITS EYELIDS. 15 

XX. 

444 For Je hede in his honde he haldej vp euen, 

To-ward fe derrest on Je dece he dresse^ Je face, The head lifts up 

& hit lyfte vp Je y3e-lyddej, <& loked fill brode, 

& meled htis much with his muthe, as ^e may now here, and addresses sir 

^ ' 7 ^ Gawayne;"Look 

448 "Loke, Gawan, Jou be grayjje to go as Jou hettej, ^^J^'t^ouhMt*^ 
& layte as lelly til Jou me, lude, fynde, promised. 

As Jou hat J hette in f is halle, herande fise knyjtes ; and seek tin thou 
To Jje grene chapel Jjou chose, I charge Je to fotte, Get thee to the 

452 Such a dunt as Jou hat3 dalt disserued Jjou habbej, 

To be jederly jolden on nw acres mom : there to receive 

, , .. , , , ablowonNew 

pe kny^t of Je grene cj.apel men knowen me mony ; Year's mom. 
For-Jji me for to fynde if Jou fraystej, f ayle3 Jou neuer, Fau thou never i 
456 )5er-fore com, ofer recreauwt be calde fe be-houeM5." come, or recreant 
With a runisch rout Je rayne^ he tome3, 
HaUed out at be hal-dor, his hed in his hande, The Green 

^ ' Knight then 

Jjat Je fyr of Jje flynt fla^e fro fole houes. S!? wrheSd kf 

460 To quat kyth he be-com, knwe non fere, ^^ ^**- 

Neuermore fen fay wysto fram quef en he wat3 wow- 
what f ewne ? [nen ; 

pe kywg & Gawen fare, 
464 At fat grene fay la3e & grenne. At that green one 

Jet breued wat3 hit fill bare, Sfmta "^^ 

A meruayl amowg f o mewne. 

XXI. 

pBi) Arf er f e hende kywg at hert hade wonder, ^^r addresses 
468 He let no semblauwt be sene, bot sayde ful hy3e 

To f e comlych queue, wyth cortays speche, 

" Dere dame, to day demay yow neuer ; «Dwdame,be 

Wei by-commes such craft vpon cristmasse, w^b2oome'the 

472 Laykywg of enterlude3, to l^e & to syng. S5ial*°^^ 

Amowg f ise, kynde caroles of kny3te3 & ladye3 ; 

Neue?*-f e-lece to my mete I may me wel dres, i may now go to 

For I haf sen a selly, I may not for-sake." 
476 He glent vpon air Gawen, & gaynly he sayde. 



16 MUCH TALK FOLLOWS THIS ADVENTURE. 

sirOftwayne, " "Now Bir, heng vp Jjyn ax, Jat hatj iw-nogh heweiL " 

^^ [PoL 97b,} & hit wat^ don abof Je dece, on doser to henge, 

J)er alle men for memayl my^t on hit loke, 
480 & bi trwe tytel fer-of to telle Je wonder. 
The king and his bewne bay Ixwed to a horde bise hnmes to-geder, 

knigfato sit feast- ^ r J 7 X & » 

SfSyta ended. ^® ^^g <& f® %^^ ^^73^? & ^©li© "^^^ ^©^ Seiued 

Of alle dayntyej double, as derrest my^t falle, 
484 Wyth alle maner of mete & mynstralcie bofe ; 
Wyth wele wait Jay Jjat day, til worked an ende, 
in londe. 
Now beware, Sir Now benk wel, 8i> Grawan, 

Gawavne.le8t ^ 

S^^d^ntorT'^ 488 Foi wof e Jat Jjou ne wonde, 

SStn'SS V^ auenture forti frayn, 

J)at \o\3l hal^ tan on honde. 



[FYTTE THE SECOND.] 

I. 

Thia marvel HpHIS hanselle hatj Arthur of auenturus on fyrst, 

a briak converwk- ^^2 X jj^ jQuge jei, for he ^emed jelpywg to here, 

Thj^ hym wordej were wane,when fay to sete wenten ; 
Now ar fay stoken of stume werk staf-ful her hond. 
Gawan watj glad to be-gywne fose goninej \n halle, 
496 Bot faj f e ende be heuy, haf je no wonder ; 

For f aj men hew mery in myrwie, quen fay han. 
mayn drynk, 
The year paaies A jere jemes ful jeme, & 3elde3 neuer lyke, 

never retuma. J)e forme to fe fynisment foldej ful selden. 

500 For-f i f is 30I ouer-3ede, & f e ^ere after, 
& vche sesoun serlepes sued after of er ; 
After Chrirtmaa After crysten-masse com f e crabbed lentouw, 

bSfSjitoi!""***" Jjatfraystejfleschwythf efysche&fodemore symple; 

504 Bot f ewne f e weder of f e worlde wyth wynter hit 
frepej, 
Spring Beta in and Colde clengcj adouw, cloudej vp-lyffcen, 

warm showers "^ 



Schyre schedej f e rayn in schowrej ful warme, 



DESCRIPTION OF THB SEASONS. 



17 



Fallej vpon fayre flat, flowre^ pere scliewen, 
508 Bof e grou7idej & fe greuej grene ar her wedej, 
Bryddej busken to bylde, & bremlych sywgen, 
For solace of Je softe somer Jat sues perafter, 
bi bonk ; 
512 & blossuwiej bolne to blowe, 

Bi rawe^ rycli & ronk, 
\)en notej noble iw-noje, 
Ar herde in wod so wlonk. 



the gproves bo- 
oome ffreen ; 
birds build and 
sing, 

for Joy of the 
summer that fol- 
lows; 

blossoms begin 
to bloom. 



and noble notes 
are heard in the 
woods. 
[Fol. 96. 



II. 

516 After Je sesouw of somer wyth Je soft wyndej, 
Quen jefen^ syflej hymnself on sede^ & erbej, 
Wela-wywne is fe wort Jat woxes f er-oute, 
When pe donkande dewe dropej of f e leuej, 

520 To bide a blysful bluscb of Jje bry^t suwne. 
Bot few hyjes heruest, & hardenes hym sone, 
Warne^ hym for pe wynter to wax ful rype ; 
He dryues wyth dro3t pe dust for to ryse, 

524 Fro fe face of pe folde to flyje ful hy3e ; 

Wrof e wynde of pe welkyn wrastelej vrith pe suwne, 
J)e leue^ lancen fro fe lynde, & lyjten on Jje grouwde, 
& al grayes f e gres, fat grene watj ere ; 

528 Jjewne al rypej & rote^ fat ros vpon fyrst, 
& pti8 3ime3 f e jere in jisterdaye^ mony, 
<& wynter wyndej ajayn, as f e worlde a8ke3 
no sage. 

532 Til me3el-mas mone, 

Wat3 cu??ien wyth wynter wage ; 
Jjen f enkke3 Gawan ful sone. 
Of his aniot^^ uyage. 



Then the soft 
winds of summer. 



beautiful are the 
flowers wet with 
dew-drops. 



But harvest ap- 
proaches soon. 



and drives the 
dust about. 



The leaves drop 
off the trees, 
the grass beoomea 
gray, and all 
ripens and rots. 



Winter winds 
round again. 



and then Sir Ga- 
wayne thinks of 
his dread Journey. 



III. 

636 Jet quyl al-hal-day vriHi Arf er he longes, on Aii-haiiows 

& he made a fare on fat fest, for fe freke3 sake, {Jl J n?ph/vl* *^' 
With much reuel & ryche of f e rouwde table ; 



soke. 



18 GAWATNE PREPARES FOR HIS JOURNEY. 

Kny^te^ ful cortays & comlych ladies, 
540 Al for luf of Jat lede in longynge Jay were, 

Bot neuer-Jje-lece ne Jje later pay neuened bot merfe, 
Mony ioylej for fat ientyle iape^ per maden. 
After me»L Sir For aftter mete, with jRoumjng he mele^ to his erne, 

*Sde^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^ spekej of his passage, & pertly he sayde, 
-Now. liege lord, "Now, lege lorde of my lyf, leue I yow ask : 

I Mk leave of J' 

jou, Je knowe Je cost of Jis cace, kepe I no more 

To telle yow tene^ fer-of neiier bot trifel ; 
fbr I un boand 548 Bot I am boun to ])e bur barely to mome, 

on Ihe moni *o _. , « 

•««k theoroen To sech fe gome of Jje grene, as god wyl me wysse." 

penne J)e best of fe bui^ bo^ed to-geder, 
Aywan, & Errik, & ojjer ful mony, 
(FViLWft.] 552 Sir Doddinaual de Sauage, Jje duk of Clarence, 
Launcelot, & Lyonel, & Lucan j>e gode, 
Sir Boos, & sir Byduer, big mew bofe, 
iTiMvr noN«t» the & mony ober menskful, with Mador de la Port. 

tf*Mini*i And com- 555 Alle Jis compayny of court com Jje kywg nerre, 
For to cou7isoyl po kiij^t, with care at her hert ; 
Muoh norrow J)ere wat^ much doruo * dool driuen in Jje sale, 

uHau Jjat so wortho as Wawan schulde wende on Jjat 

ernde, 
560 To dryje a delful dynt, & dele no more 
wyth bronde. 
J)e knyjt mad ay god chere, 
& sayde, " quat schuld I wonde, 
rtftwuyne decUree 564 Of destines derf & dere, 

tiling to toar. What may mon do bot fonde ? 

IV. 

Oft thi wttm he He dowellej Jjer al Jjat day, and dressy on Jje mom, 

Aske3 erly hys armej, & alle were Jjay bro3t 
ifyriod 568 Fyrst a tule tapit, tyjt ouer Jje flet, 
"'' & miche watj f e gyld gere J)at glent ^ alofte ; 

|i ]:)e stif mon stepp^ Jjeron, <& ^ stel hondele^, 

1 derne (?), 



HE IS DUBBED IN HIS ARMOUR. 19 

Dubbed in a dublet of a dere tars, He ib dubbed in 

a doublet of Tar- 

572 & syjjen a crafty capados, closed aloft, weii-l^drh5)d. 
J)at wyth a bry^t blaunner was bounden wlth-inne ; 

Jpewne set fay fe sabatouwj vpon fe segge fote^. They set steel 

His lege^ lapped in stel with luflych greue^, ff steS ^rlltS 

576 With polayne^ piched Jjer-to, policed ful clene, 
Aboute his knej knaged wyth knote3 of golde ; 

Queine quyssewes Jjew, Jjat coyntlych closed Pair cuisses en- 
His thik frawen Jjy^e^, wit^ Jjwonges to-tachched ; 

580 & syfen fe brawden bryne of bryjt stel rywgej, and afterwards 

Vinbe-weued fat wy3, vpon wlonk stuffe ; ^^^ habergeon, 

& wel bomyst brace vpon his bo be armes, weii-bumished 

•^ r r > braces, elbow 

WiiJi gode cowters & gay, & glouej of plate, ^f®*]Se*"^ *^^^*' 
684 & alle fe godlych gere fat hjm gayn schiUde 
fat tyde ; 

"Wvth rvche cote armure. Over aii this is 

•^ "^ ' placed the coat 



His gold spore} spend with pryde, Su JSurs are 

then fixed, 
and his sword : 
attached to his 



588 Gurde wyth a bront ful sure, Sdhif sword is 



With silk sayn vmbe his syde. side by a silken 

girdle. 



When he wat^ hasped in armes, his harnays wat^ ffoi. mo.] 

^ , , , , , r n , , , n , , r , Thus arrayed the 

pe lest lachet ou[f Jer loupe lemed of golde ; [ryche, ^^n^a^t hears 
592 So hamayst as he watj he herkne^ his masse, 

Offred & honot^red at f e he^e auter ; 

Syfen he comej to fe kyng & to his cort ferej, and afterwards 

Lache^ lufly his leue at lorde3 & ladyej ; Arthur and his 

596 & fay hyw. kyst & conueyed, bikende hym to kryst. 

Bi fat wat3 Gryngolet gray th, & guide with a sadel, By that time his 

J)at glemed ful gayly with mony golde frenges, '^^ "*^y» 

Ay quere naylet ful nwe for fat note ryched ; 
600 J5e brydel barred aboute, with bry3t golde bouwden; 

J)e apparayl of f e payttrure, & of fe proude skyrtej, ^^^.^Jf?®"^ 

J)e cropore, & f e couertor, acorded wyth f e arsouwe3 > o?the^8un^*^^*°* 

& al watj rayled on red ryche golde nayle^, 
604 J)at al glytered & glent as glem of f e suwne. 



20 THE PENTANGLE OF PURE GOLD. 

Then Sir Ga- bewne hentes he be helme, & hastily hit kysses, 

Wayne sets his f > y ^ 

hefcaet upon his jj^t wat^ Stapled stifly, & stoffed wyth-iwne ; 

Hit wat3 hy^e on his hede, hasped bihynde, 
fcatened behind G08 Wyth a ly^tli vrysouw ouer fe atientayle, 
riSTiy embroi- Enbrawden & bounden wyth fe best gemme}, 

derei with gems. q^ ^^^^ &j\kjn borde, & brj^dde^ on semej, 

As papiaye3 paynted perny/ig bitwene, 
612 Tortors & trulofe3 entayled so fyk, 

As mony biirde fer-aboute had bew seuew wynter 
in touAie ; 
The circle around be cercle wat^ more prys, 

the helmet was "* ^ * " 

^ndS/*'^'"*' ^^^ ^^^ vmbe-clypped hys crouw, 

Of diamauntej a deuys, 
J)at bofe were bry3t & brouw. 

VL 

Then they show rPhen fay schewod hyrw fe schelde, pat was of schyr 

with the »• pent- X goulej, 

angle " of pure o >' 

gold. g20 Wyth J)e pentangel de-paynt of pure golde hwe3 ; 

Hebrayde3hitby febaude-ryk, aboute fe hals keste«, 
Jjat bisemed J)e segge semlyly fayre. 
^^^•jpe^Rie" & quy fe pentangel apende3 to fat prynce noble, 

token SfSitii. ^24 I am in tent yow to telle, fof tary hyt me schulde ; 
Hit is a syngne Jjat Salamon set sum-quyle, 
In bytoknyjig of trawfe, bi tytle fat hit habbe3, 
[Foi. 996.] For hit is a figure fat halde3 fyue poyntej, 

628 & vche lyne vmbe-lappe3 & louke3 in of er, 
JnJESJ'^ot* & ay quere hit is endole3,i & Englych hit callen 

Ouer-al, as I here, f e endeles knot. 
For-f y hit acorde3 to f is kny3t, & to his cler arme3, 
632 For ay faythful in fyue & sere fyue syf e3, 
the''lSI)dSkaI- Gawan wat3 for gode knawen, & as golde pured, 

wayne, Voyded of vche vylany, wyth vertue3 * ewnowmed 

in mote ; 
636 For-fy f e pen-tangel nwe 

He her in schelde & cote, 
> MS. emdcle3. » MS. verertuq. 



BIR GAWATNB*S FAULTLESS CHABACTER. 21 

As tulk of talo most trwe, ? kn'g^t the 

' truest of speech 

& gentylost kny3t of lote. J? fom. 

VII. 

640 Fyrst he watj funden fautlej iw his fyue wyttej, fV^ "^""^ 
& efte fayled neuer fe freke in his fyuo fyngres, *^« ^^' 
& alle his afyauwce vpon f olde watj in be fyue wou wde j His trust was in 

. . ^ . n , , , « ^ the Ave wounds. 

pat Cryst ka3t on fe croys, as Jje crede telle} ; 
644 & quere-so-euer fys mon iw melly wat} stad, 

His fro fo^t wat} in fat, fur} alle ofer fywge}, 

J)at alle his forsnes ho fong at f e fyue ioye}, 

J)at fe hende heuen queue had of hir chylde ; 
648 At fis cause fe knyjt comlyche hade 

In be more half of his schelde hir ymage depaynted. The image of the 

Virgin was de- 

J)at quon he hlusched ferto, his helde neuer payred. gjjg^ "p<» *»*■ 
J)e fyrst * fyue fat I finde fat f e frek vsed, 
652 Wat} fraunchyse, <& fela}schyp for-he* al f yng ; 

His clannos & his cortaysye croked were neuer, in cleanness and 

*' " courtesy he waa 

& pite, fat passe} alle poynte}, f yse pure fyue wanting™* 

Were harder happed on fat haf el fen on any of er. 
656 Now alle f ese fyue syf e}, forsof e, were fetled on f is 
kny}t, 

& vchone halched in of er, fat non ende hade, 

& fyched vpon fyue poynte}, fat fayld neuer, 

Ne samned neuer in no syde, ne sundred nouf [er], 
660 "WM-outen ende at any noke [a]i quere fynde, 

Where-euer f e gomen hygan, or glod to an ende. 

ber-fore on his schene schelde schapen wat^ be knot, Uierefbre was the 

' r 7 r > endless knot flist- 

pus alle wyth red golde vpon rede gowlo}, Sieii" **^ 

664 J)at is f e pure pentaungel wyth f e peple called, [FoI. loo.] 
with lore. 
Now grayf ed is Gawan gay, 

& la3t his launce ry}t fore, sir oawayne 

___ « A, 11 11 seiies his lance 

668 & gef hem alle goud day, and wds au ^ 



He wende for eucr more. 
» MS. fyft. » for-bi (?). 



" good day." 



22 OAWATNB SETS OUT ON HIS JOURNET. 

vni. 

He span his He sperred be sted with be spure^, & sprong on his 

hone and goes oo 

his wMj. way. 

So stif J>at pe ston fjr stroke out J)er-aftcr ; 
An that saw that 672 Al ])at 883 ]>at semlj syked in hert, 

seonly one 

BMvncdinthdr ^ sayde 8oJ)ly al same s^ges til ofer, 

Carande for pat comly, '* bi Kiyst, hit is 8ca]>e, 
pat pou^ leude, schal be lost, yai art of lyf noble ! 

Thcj dedarad 676 To fyndo hys fere ypon folde^ in fayth is not ebe ; 

that his equal 

t to be Warloker to haf wrc^t had more wyt bene. 



& haf dy^t ponder dere a duk to haue worped ; 
It would hare A lowande leder of lede^ in londe hym wel sem^, 

been better Cor 

h^to^ittrebeen ggO & SO had better haf ben pen britned to n(^t, 
than to die bj the Hadet wyth an aluisch mon, for angard^ pryde. 

K*^wi« of **an 

dTiah man." Who knew euer any kyng such counsel to take, 

As kny3te3 in caueloun3 on cryst-masse gomn^ ! " 
Mneh wmthe 684 Wdmuchwat^ ]>ewarme Water )»atwalteredofy3en, 
MRd tnm cjea When pat semly syre so3t fro Jk) wonej 

paV daye; 
He made non abode, 
688 Bot wy3tly went hys way, 

Mony wylsum way he rode, 
\>e bok as I herde say. 



IX. 

^*^^fS^ ^^^ ^^^ f^ '^^ y^ ^ ryalme of Logres, 

2* 692 StVGauanonGod^halue, ^hymnogomenjK^; 

Oft, leudle3 alone, he leng^ on ny3te3, 
))er he fonde no3t hym byfore pe £ure pat he lyked ; 
Sj^ j^^- Hade he no fere bot his fole, bi frythe3 & douM^, 

^^ 696 Xe no gome bot God, bi gate wyth to karp, 

2lS?w^^ m p^t he n^ed M noghtf* in to ^ Xorfe Wale3 ; 

^f22r*^*^ Alle feiksaf Anglesay onlyft half hehald^ 

& fio^ ooer pe forde^ by pe for-lond^ 



MANY ADVENTURES BEFALL HIM. 23 

700 Ouer at be Holy-Hede, til he hade eft bonk From Holyhead 

he passes Into 

In J>e wyldrenesse of Wyrale ; wonde per hot lyte wirrai. 
J)at aufer God oper gome wyth goud hert louied. ffoi. iJJ>&J 
& ay he frayned, as he ferde, at freke^ fat he met, gj^'j^^^**^^ 
704 K bay hade herde any karp of a kny^t grene, He enquires after 

the Green Knight 

In any grounde fer-aboute, of fe grene chapel ; * chaTOi^"*" 
& al nykked hym wyth nay, ])at neuer in her lyue 
J)ay se^e neuey* no seggejjat wat^ of suche hwe3 but can gain no 
708 of grene. 

J3e kny^t tok gates straunge, 

I;* mony a bonk vnbene, 

His cher ful oft con chauwge, His cheer oft 

changed before 

712 pat chapel er he my3t sene. ch^M?^'*^* 



Mony klyf he ouer-clambe in contraye3 strauwge, ''.*°?^*^ 
Fer floten fro his frende3 fremedly he rydo3 ; 

At vche warfe ofer water f er fe wy3e passed, many a ford and 

716 He fonde a foo hym byfore, hot ferly hit were, 5i^ he found a 

& Jjat so foule & so felle, fat fe3t hyw by-hode ; ^^' 

So mony meniayl bi mount be?' be mon fynde^, it were too te- 

•^ « „ « dlouatotellthe 

Hit were to tore for to telle of be tenbe dole. tenth part of his 

' / adventures 

720 Smnwhyle wyth worme3 he werre3, & wiiJi wolues with serpents, 

als, men; * 

Surwwhyle wyth wodwos, fat woned in f e knarre3, 

Bof e wyth buUe3 & bore3, & bore3 of er-quyle, with buiis, bears, 
& etayne3, fat hjm a-nelede, of f e he3e felle ; 

724 Nade he ben du^ty & dry:ie, & dry^tyn had serued, Had he not been 

^ '^ ''^ ^^ ^ ' both brave and 

Douteles he hade ben ded, & dreped ful ofte. go^, doubuess 

' -^ he had been dead. 

For werre wrathed hym not so much, fat wywter The sharp winter 

was far worse 
was WOrS, than any war that 
ever troubled 

When f e colde cler water fro f e cloudo3 schadden, *^^- 
728 & fres er hit falle my3t to f e falo erf e ; 

I^er slayn wyth f e slete he sleped in his ymes, 
Mo ny3te3 fen iT^-noghe in naked rokke3, 
1 MS. clapel. 
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GAWATNB COMES TO A DEEP FOREST. 



Thus in peril he 
tnrOa tUl Christ- 



To the Virgin 
Mary he prays to 
goide him to 



[FoL 101.) 



Jper as claterande fro fe crest fe colde borne re»ne3, 
732 & henged he3e oner his hede in hard ysse-ikkles. 
Jpus in peryl, & payne, & plytes ful harde, 
Bi contray carye3 J^is kny^t, tyl kiyst-masse euen, 
al one ; 
736 Jje kny3t wel fat tyde, 

To Mary made his mone, 
J)at ho hym red to ryde, 
& wysse hym to sam wone. 



XL 



On the mom Sir 
Chiwayne finds 
himsdr in a deep 
fbrest, 



where were old 
oaks many a 
hundred. 



Many sad birds 
upon bare twigs 
piped piteoosly 
for the cold. 



Thronghmanya 
mire he goes, that 
he may celebrate 
the birth of 
Christ. 



He beseeches the 
Virgin Maiy to 
direct him to 
some lodging 
where he may 
hear mass. 



Blessing himself 
he says, «• Cross 
of Christ, speed 
me!" 



740 Bi a mouwte on f e mome meryly he rydes, 
Into a forest ful dep, fat ferly wat3 wylde, 
Hi3e hille3 on vche a halue, & holt wode3 vnder, 
Of hore oke3 ful hoge a hundreth to-geder ; 

744 pe hasel & fe ha3-])ome were harled al samen, 
With To^e raged mosse rayled ay-where, 
With mony brydde3 vnblyf e vpon bare twyges, 
J)at pitosly fer piped for pyne of fe colde. 

748 Jpe gome vpon Gryngolet glyde3 ^®°^ vnder, 
Jjui^ mony misy & myre, mow al hyrw one, 
Carande for his costes, lest he ne keuer schulde, 
To se fe seruy * of fat syre, fat on fat self ny3t 

752 Of a burde wat3 borne, cure baret to quelle ; 

& f erfore sykywg he sayde, " I be-seche f e, lorde, 

& Mary, fat is myldest moder so dere, 

Of sum herber, f er he3ly I my3t here masse. 

756 Ande fy matyne3 to-mome, mekely I ask, 
& f er-to prestly I pray my pater & aue, 
& crede." 
He rode in his prayere, 

760 & cryed for his mysdede. 

He sayned hjm in syf es sere, 
& sayde " cros Kryst me spede ! " 



seniyce (?). 



HE DISCOVERS A COMELY CASTLE. 
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XII. 

"VTade he saynod hym-self, segge, hot f rye, 
"^^ Er he watj war 171 f e wod of a won in a mote. 
Abof a lauwde, on a lawe, loken vnder bo^ej, 
Of mony borelytsh bole, aboute bi f e diches ; 
A castel fe comlokest Jat euer kny3t a^te, 

768 Pyched on a prayere, a park al aboute, 
With a pyked palays, pyned ful Jjik, 
J)at vmbe-te^e mony tre mo Jjew two myle. 
Jjat holdo on fat on syde fe hafel auysed, 

772 As hit schemered & schon Jjur3 Jje schyre okej ; 
Jjewne hatj he hendly of his helme, & he^ly he]}onk^ 
lesus & say[nt] Gilyan, fat gentyle ar bofe, 
Jpat cortaj'sly hade hym kydde, & his cry herkened. 

776 " Now bone hostel," cofe pe bume, " I be-seche 
yow ^ette ! " 
J)e»ne gederej he to Gryngolet with fe gilt heloj, 
& he ful cliau7icely hatj chosen to Jje chef gate, 
Jpat bro3t bremly fe burne to fe bryge ende, 

780 in haste ; 

Jpe bryge wat3 breme vp-brayde, 
J3e 3ate3 wer stoken faste, 
J)e walle3 were wel arayed, 

784 Hit dut no wynde3 blaste. 



Scarcely had he 
blessed himself 
thrice 

when he saw a 
dwelling in the 
wood, set on a 
hill, 

the comeliest 
casUe that knight 
ever owned. 



It shone as the 
snn throui^h tha 
bright oakik 



[FoL 1016.] 



Sir Gawimie goes 
to the chief gate, 



and finds the 
draw«bridffe 
raised, and the 
gatea shat fiwt. 



XIII. 

Jje bume bode on bonk, fat on blonk honed, 
Of f e depe double dich fat drof to f e place, 
Jje walle wod in f e water wonderly depe, 

788 Ande eft a ful huge he3t hit haled vpon lofte, 
Of harde ho wen ston vp to f e table3, 
Enbaned vnder f e abataylmewt, in f e best lawe ; 
& syf en garytoj ful gaye gered bi-twene, 

702 Wyth mony luflych loupe, fat louked ful cleno ; 
A better barbican fat bume blusched vpon nener ; 
& inneraiore he be-helde fat halle ful hy3e, 



The knight abides 
on the bank. 



and observes the 
*' huge height," 



with its battle- 
ments and watch 
towers. 



26 THE KnCHT OLATES X UOOGBtO. 

To vre tekied brtweae trochet fbl ^ik, 



■— ^ 796 FajTC fyijok^ yaX fr^ed, ^ faiylj hmg, 

•J* ^j*^?*' With eofoiaii coproojieB, caibrlj sle^ ; 

Chalk whjt t^jnmees ^ ches he ik-ik^ 
Ypon bifitel roo^ ^ Uenked M qayte ; 
800 So moDT prnakle pajniet vat^ poudred ay qnerey 
Amofig ^ castei caznel^ dambred so ^ik, 
)>at pared ont of papnre pmebr hit Bemed. 
HcOd^ it ^ ))e &e &eke on ^ fole hit layr iii-ii[o]ghe fo^ij 

■g* «g^ «■» 804 If he iDTjt keu^ to eom fe dovstfr wjth-inne, 
^'*'"'- To herber ijt ^ hostel, wh jl hal jdaj lested 

aninant; 
Bcei]k,a&dMQa He calde, ^ sone ber com 

tkcreeooMaa 

j«««^toj«>^ 808 A porter pure plesamit, 

"■^ On ye wal his emd he nome, 

& haylsed fe knj^ enanjit. 

XIV. 
- Good «/• mjn **Gode sir^^quod Gawan, "woldej fan go mynemde, 

^'^hU*' 812 To \>e h^ lorde of pis hoi», herber to crane! " 
S? Tf^lwLi " ?e, Peter," quod fe porter, " A pnrely I trowe,' 

«Toa are wei- J)at 3e be, wy^e, welcnm to won quyle yow lyk^" 

Qome to dwcD 

JSTSv^'^Li JJen ^ede ]wt wy^e ajayn 8wy))e, 

tbaporur. gjg ^ ^^j^^ ^j^ j^^^ ^,^y^ 1^^ f^j^ j^ knyjt; 

The dnw-bridge )>ay let douTt be grete dia^t, & derely ont ^eden, 

is let down, 

& kneled donn on her knes ypon pe colde erjye. 
To welcum Jis ilk wy^, as worfy horn Jwjt ; 
and the gate is 820 J>ay ^oldcn hywi pe brode ^ate, parked vp wyde, 
reoeiYe him. ^ he hem raysed rekenly, & rod on^ pe brygge ; 

Sere 8^ge3 hywi sesed by sadel, quel* he ly3t, 
His hone is weQ & Bjpen stabclcd his stede stif men in-noje. 

Kngbte^ Ga- ^^^ Kny^tc^ & swycrcj comen doun penuey 
wgBe into'^M, -poT to biywg piB bume* wyth blys in-to halle ; 

teoa uTt^hiir Quen he hef vp his helme, per hijed in-noghe 

* trowoe, MS. * quyle (?) or quen (?). ' buume, MS. 



HE IS JOYFULLY WELCOMED. 27 

For to hent hit at his hondo, be hende to seruen, beisMtud 

'^ • sword. 

828 His brondo & his blasouw bofe fay token. 

pen haylsed he ful hendly po haf elej vch one, 

& mony proud mon fer prcsed, fat prywce to honour ; 

Alle hasped in his hej wede to halle pajhym wownen, 
832 J)er fayre fyre vpon flet fersly brenned. 

bewne be lorde of be lede loute^ fro his chambre, The lord of the 

^ r r y ^ country bida him 

For to mete wyth menske f e mon on fe flor j welcome, 

He sayde, " ^q ar welcum to welde as yow lykej, 
836 J)at hero is, al is yowre awen, to haue at yowre wylle 
& welde.*' 
" Graunt mercy," (]uod Gawayn, 
" J)er Kryst hit yow for-jelde," 

840 As freke^ bat Semed fayn, and they embraoe 

-* ^ . '' ^ eaoli other. 

Ayfer ofer m armoj cow felde. 

XV. 

Gawayn glyjt on f e gome bat godly hym grot, oawayne looks 

on his host ; 

& fu3t hit a bolde bume fat fe burj ajte, iSSeS?^*^ ®°® ^® 

844 A hoge haf ol for f e none^, & of hyghe elde ; * 

Erode bry^t wat^ his berde, & al beuer hwed, Beaver-hued was 

•'^ ^ his broad beard, 

Sturne stif on f e stryf f e on stal-worth schonkej, 

FeUe face as be fyre, & fre of hys speche : and his fhoe as 

' tr J > J f ) "feUastheflTB." 

848 & wol hym semed for sof e, as f o segge fujt. 
To lede a lortschyp in lee of leude3 ful gode. 
be lorde hym charred to a chambre, & chefly' [^d. io26.] 

• "^ > J The lord leads 

CU7W aunde^ Oawayne to a 

^ chamber, and as- 

lo delyuer hym a leude, hym lo3ly to serue ; toTaiVS'pJn'X. 

852 & fere were boun at his bode bumoj in-no3e, [noble, 

bat brojt hym to a bryjt boure, her beddync wat ? in this bright 

'^ ' ^o^ bower was noble 



Of cortynes of clene sylk, wyth cler golde hemme3, »»<idin8j 

& couertore^ ful curious, with comlych panej, the curtains wer« 

.^ JT ^7 of pure silk with 

856 Of bry3t blaunnier a-boue enbrawdod bisydo3, golden hems j 

Eudolo3 ronnande on ropo3, rod golde rynge3, 
Tapyte3 ty3t to fe wo3e, of tuly & tars, Tarsic tanestries 



eldoo, MS. » dosly, MS. *^^ "^« «^- 



'■ .- :■ -Id?, c -L- -Lkin-j*, i ':b:^ of Je best. 

'*'• t '-t: : Tilt J— s»-l L-i* :z> L'Vcs. 
, vim •«»- lu - t3i— i:-r i-i' — iiiTcr .XTTK zuJeiy 

i 71' Zlr ji*imrL u? Ji* 317x5 

Jr Itll-* >fr >irr* 3liiA rr-i. 



XTL 

A ^.ur - r.:»^ ^ --ijeTer bj-fire ^ chemne. )w thiitcle brenned, 

Wi:^ gra jfed for sir Gawui. gxryeh-wixh c1o|k:3, 

Whjisjuea vpon queldepoyniai, Ja. j] kopit wer 

^^^ A feme a mere mantyle wat3 on fat mon cast, 

SS *^ W a broaa bleeaoAt, enbraaded ful lyche, 

* ■*'*'■" g^j ^ fiirre fnned wyth-i/iiie wi'tA fellq of fe best, 
jm^ of ennjii im erde, his hode of fe same; 
± He se«e im fat settel semlrch ryche, 
± tffcm fe^ hjni cheflT,' & fenne his cher mended. 
g$4 Sooe va&s lelded xp a tapit, on trestej fdl fayre, 
, ._ £1^ wTth a dene tlofCj fat der quyt schewed, 

gf «ap. A athne, A srluCT^-in sponej ; 
ii^MU >e wTje «ache at his wrlle, & went to his mete. 

8S* S^Se? J»J™ **™^ ®™^-^ in-no^e, 
,a^ TTTthaereaewes A aete,* sesouwde of fe best, 



^' r» ^:tf *-■•- 



P)- 



t II& fc«- * MS. eefly. * swete (?). 



HE IS NOBLY ENTERTAINED. 29 

Double felde, as hit falle^, & fele kyn fischej ; 

Surwme baken in bred, sumine brad on be gledet, with Ash baked 

' ° ^' and broiled, 

892 Summe sofen, summe in sewe, sauered wiiJi spyces, 2Jn^"^th"piS! 
& ay sawes^ so 816303, pat fe segge lyked. 
j)Q freke calde hit a fest ful frely & ofte, [at one3 
Fill hendely, quen alle Jje hafeles re-hayted hym He c»ii« it « fui 
896 as hende ; 

" J)is penaunce now 30 take, 

& eft hit schal amende ;" 

bat mon much merbo con make, *nd much mirth 

'^ ' he makes, for the 

900 For vryn in his hed fat wende. he»i** *" **^ 

XVII. 
J)enne wat^ spyed & spured vpon spare wyse, sir oawayne, in 

* " answer to ques- 

Bi prene poynte3 of pat prynce, put to hym-seluen, *^««»» p"* ^ ^^ 
J)at he be-knew cortaysly of Jje court pat he were, 
904 bat abel Arthure be hende haldea hyrw one, teiis the prince 

'^ ^ -^ •' ' that he is of 

Jjat is pe ryche ryal kyng of pe rouwdo table ; Arthur's court. 

& hit wat3 Wawen hy w-self pat in pat won 8ytte3, 
Comen to pat krystmasse, as case hym pen lymped. 
908 When be lorde hade lerned bat he be leude hade, when this was 

' nt maiie known, 

Loude la^ed he perat, so lef hit hyw p03t, 
& alle pe men in pat mote maden much joye, peat wa« the joy 

To apere in his presense prestly pat tyme, 
912 Jpat alle prys, & prowes, & pured pewes 
Apendes to hys persoun, & praysed is euer, 
By-fore alle men vpon molde, his mensk is pe most. 
Vch segge ful softly sayde to his fere, Each one said 

1,1 /. iofUytohismate, 

916 "!Now schal we semlych se slejte^ of bewej, "Nowweshau 

^ ^ ' ^ see courteous 

& pe teccheles termes of talkywg noble, " w" roe^ ***** 

Wich spede is in speche, vnspurd may we leme, 

Sy» we haf f onged bat fyne fader of nurture : for we have 

^ o r J J amongst us the 

920 God hat3 geuen yus his grace godly for sope, '^w?^^^^^^' 

}3at such a gest as Gawan grau?ite3 ym to haue, 

* sewes (?). 
4 



$t iiBiiii iigF or ^F jmnaas DfOL 

'Warn, iHzziis 'wrpt of im Inr^ xSaal 

I iunvt SK iDvr JniK IfflK^ 



rtfoK^liv i^ ^ tel >f^ QmBC -WBZS oniK. At 1e dsK T^ 
■■■■■ !>!: ^nFQt jmSBE |»GCHu ^ ^ Jft^ sk, 

it EET^ hs:'WJOz yt w^msamssi vr^cf ytm%a33e^ 

•*^'**' |>BiEa5 Itbi I*? jk3t %? kfo «i ^ fanrjL 

«u«Mf 4 Ti'«a« Jim W«Mj»re. » )* wyje >o|L 

^lUMMn^r. H<e el;«» {raz^ ^ ckusKsd, to diciTciie fak lioide ; 

jw^hUritAr'm An of^ ladr liir kd bi fc brft bande, 

t7S^l3.^ ^iS pst vat^ ald^ )n bo, sn amdan Idi nned, 

it Im^t b<m!9HTed wixh hAfde^ aboate. 
T«^ fiBMU wffi» B^/t Tii'ljke on to loke )o ladres weiey 

frtiUr|WM««M For if fe ^onge wat^ ^ep, ^1^ iratj fat ofer; 

mm^*Mfim, ^^2 Bk'be led on ^t on rarled ar qoeiey 
£^ ^'^tlSdS^ Bngh ronkksd cbeke^ )»t o^ on idled ; 

*****•' Ki^rchofies of J»t on wrtb mon j der ped^ 

JW'^JJj^jjjjJ Hir breafc & bir biyjt Jrote bare dkpkyed. 



HBR BT£8 WBRB BLEARED. 31 

956 Schon schyrer fen snawe, fat scheder' on hillej ; **^ display. 
J)at oper wytli a gorger wat3 gered oner fe swyre, 
Cliymbled oner hir blake chyn vfOh mylk-quyte 
Hirfrouwt folden m sylk, enfoubled ay quere, [vayles, The anoi«nt one 

960 Toret & treieted with tryfle^ aboute, heVtJj'o^eyi''" 

Jjat no3t wat} bare of fat burde bot f e blake brojes, [Foi. lo^] 
J)e tweyne y^en, & fe nase, fe naked lyppej, bESrS***" *°* 

& f ose were soure to se, & sellyly blered ; 

964 A mensk lady on molde mon may hir calle, 
for gode ; 
Hir body wat^ scbort & bik, Her body wm 

•^ ^ ^ ' short and thick ; 

Hir buttoke3 bay & brode, W^iSd'rSund. 

968 More lykker-wys on to lyk, 

Watj fat echo hade on lode. 

XIX. 

When Gawayn gly3t on fat gay, fat graciotuily with permission 

loked, 
Wyth leue la3t of f e lorde he went hem a3aynes ; 
972 J)e alder he haylses, heldande ful lowe, sir oawayne s** 

lates the elder, 

pe loueloker he lappe3 a lyttel in arme3, 

He kysses hir comlyly, & kny3tly he mele3 ; but the younger 
J)ay kallen hjm of a quoywtaunce, & he hit quyk 

976 To be her seruauwt sothly, if hem-self lyked. [askej and begfs to be 

her servant. 

J)ay tan hym bytweiie hem, wyth talkyng hyrw leden 
To chambre, to chemn6, & chefly fay asken To chamber au 

Spyce3, fat vn-sparely men speded hom to brywg, where spices and 
980 & f e wynne-lych wyne f er-wzt^ vche tyme. 
J)e lorde luflych aloft lepe3 ful ofte, 
Mynned merthe to be made vpon mony syf e3. 
Hent hejly of his hode, & on a spere hensed. The lord takes off 

^«i « V, . ,. - his hood and 

984 & wayned hom to wywne f e worchip f er-of, pi»«» ** on a 

J)at most myrf e my3t mene^ fat crystenmas whyle ; He who makes 
" & I schalfonde, bi my fayth, to fylter wyth f e best, win it. 
Er me wont fe wede3, wM help of my frende3." 
»8chede8(?). » meue (?). 
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THE JOT ON CHRISTMAS MORN. 



Kight aDproftch- 
es,and uen 



Sir Oawayne 
takes his leave 
and retires to 
refcU 



988 pus wyth la3ande lote3 ))e lorde hit tayt ^ make^, 
For to glade air Gawayn wiiJi gomnej in halle 
fat ny^t ; 
Til Jat hit wat^ tyme, 
992 Jje kyng comauTuiet ly^t, 

Sir Gawen his leue con nyme, 
<& to his bed hym di3t. 



XX. 



On Christmas 

morn, 

joy reigns in 

every dwelling in 

the world. 

So did it in the 
castle where our 
Imight abode. 

LFoL 1046.] 



The lord and*' the 
old ancient wife" 
sit togeiti&r. 

Gawayne sits by 
the wife of his 
host. 



It were too tedi- 
oos to tell of the 
meat, the mirth, 
and the joy that 
abounded evenT' 
where. 



Gawayne and his 
beautiful com- 
panion derive 
much comfort 
from each other's 
conversation. 



Trumpets and 
nakers give forth 
their sounds. 



On fe mome, as vch mon niyne3 fat tyme, 
996 [))]at dry3tyn for oure destyne to de3e wat3 borne, 

"Wele waxe3 in vche a won in worlde, for his sake ; 

So did hit fere on fat day, fui^ dayntes mony ; 

Bofe at mes & at mele, messes fill quaynt 
1000 Derf men vpon dece drest of fe best. 

)5e olde auwcian wyf he3est ho 8ytte3'; 

j)e lorde lufly her by lent, as I trowe ; 

Gawan & fe gay burde to-geder fay seten, 
1004 Euen iw-mydde3, as fe messe metely come ; 

& syfen f 1113 al f e sale, as hem best semed, 

Bi vche grome at his degre grayf ely wat3 senied. 

})er wat3 mete, fer wat3 myrf e,f ^ wat3 much ioye, 
1008 )5at for to telle f erof hit me tene were, 

& to poynte hit 3et I pyned me parauenture ; 

Bot 3et I wot fat "Wawen & f e wale burde 

Such comfort of her compaynye ca3ten to-^eder, 
1012 )5ur3 her dere dalyauwce of her deme worde3, 

"Wyth clene cortays carp, closed fro fylf e ; 

& hor play wat3 passande vche prynce gomen, 
in vayres ; 
1016 Trumpe3 & nakerys. 

Much pypywg \>er repayres, 
Vche mow tented hys, 
& fay two tented f ayres. 



^ layt (?). 



THE FEAST OF ST. JOHN'S DAY. 33 

XXI. 

1020 Much dut wat3 ber dryuen bat day & bat ober, Great was the joy 

. for three dnys. 

& Je J)ryd as fro fronge m ferafter ; 

jDe ioye of sayn Ione3 day wat3 gentyle to here, st. John's-dav 
& wat3 J)e last of fe layk, leude3 per J)03ten. Svlu!^"^ '"^ 

1024 Jjer wer gestes to go vpon fe gray mome, 

For-Jy wonderly fay woke, & fe wyn dionken, 

Daunsed ful dre3ly wyth dere carole3 ; 

At be last, when hit wat2 late, bay lachen her leue, On the morrow 

r ^ y ^ r J > many of the 

1028 Vchon to wende on his way, pat wat3 wy3e stronge. fj^^l?*®*' 
Gawan gef hym god-day, pe god mow hym lachche3, "*® °"^®* 
Ledos hym to his awen chambre,))[e] chy/wn^ bysyde, 
& fere he dra3e3 hym on-dry 3e, & derely hym fonk- sir oawayne is 

1032 Of J)e Wynne worschip & * he hym waynedhade, .[ke3, o^^^^a ^^easu"' 
As to honour his ho2^5 on fat hy3e tyde, of his visit. 

& enhelyse his bur3 with his bele chere. 
" I-wysse Bir, quyl I leue, me worJ)e3 fe better, 

1 036 Jjat Gawayn hat3 ben my gest, at Godde3 awen fest." [Foi. 105.] 
" Grant merci^ szV," quod Gawayn, " in god fayth 

hit is yowTe3, 
Al fe honowr is yowr awen, fehe3e kywg yow 3elde ; 
& I am wy3e at yowr wylle, to worch yo?tre best, 

1040 As I am halden fer-to, in hj^Q & in lo3e, 
bi ri3t." 
J)e lorde fast can hym payne. He endeavours to 

keep the knight 

To holde lenger fe kny3t, *t i»i« cow*- 

1044 To hym answre3 Gawayn, 

Bi non way fat he my3t. 

XXII. 
Then frayned f e freke ful fayre at him-seluen, He desires to 

i-\jl 911111 1 - *^"®*^ ^^'^^ ^** 

Quat derne ^ dede had hy?w dryuen, at fat dere tyme, driven sir Ga- 
1048 So kenly fro fe ky7ige3 kourt to kayre al his one, foreS^elldSr 
Er f e haHdaye3 holly were halet out of toun 1 hSidJyt*"*" 

» )»at (?). » nerci, in MS. » denie (?). 



34 CbkWATNS niQUIBES ABOUT THB OBSBN CHAPEL. 

Tbeknighir^^ "For 8obe str,** quod be eegge^ "je sayn bot be 

plJOT that "ftU^i 



kmtiMeowt. -A. he^e emde & a hasty me hade firo ^ wone^, 

1052 For I am snmned my selfe to sech to a place, 

I wot' in wozlde wheder waide to wende^t to fynde; 

I nolde, bot if I hit n^h my3t on nwjeies mome, 

For alle fe londe m-wyth Logies, so me ouie lorde 

1056 For-f y, s/r, f is enqnest I require yow here, [help ! 

He Mks hia hoat bat ^0 me telle with trawbe, if euer ze tale herde 

whether he baa ^ ' ' 

SSenSaxii''** ^ ^ grene chapel, quere hit on gronnde stond^, 

& of ]>e kny3t JMtt hit kepes, of colotir of grene ? 
1060 )>er wat3 stabled bi statut a stenen vti« by-twene, 
for he haa to be To mete ]»t moH at \cX mere, jif I my^t last; 

there on New 

Year'a^j. & of fat ilk Hwjere bot neked now wonte^, 

& I wolde loke on ]yat lede, if God me let wolde, 
1064 Gladloker, bi (rodde^ sun, J>en any god welde ! 
For-fi, I-wysse, bi ^owre wylle, wende me bi-houes. 

He would aa lief Naf I HOW to busY bot bare bre dayet, 

dieaafUlinbia x^-^ 

errand. & me als feyn tofeJle feye as fayly of myy» emde.** 

The prince teUa 1 068 ]^e7mela3ande qz^odf ]>e lorde, "now leng ])e by-houes, 

he wiu teach him Forlschalteche yowto J)a[t] termebi petyme^ende, 

jDegrenechapayle vpongron7»de,greiie yownomore ; 

Bot ^e schal be in yowre bed, bnme, at jyn ese, 

1072 Quyle forth daye3, & ferk on pe fyrst of pe 3ere, 

[Foi. 1056.] & cum to ])at merk at mydmom, to make quat 

in spenne ; [yow like^ 

Dowelle^ whyle new 3eres daye, 
1076 & rys, & raykej pewne. 

The oreen Chapel Mon schal yow setto in waye, 

ia not more than 

the aSte ^™ -^^^ ^ ^^* ^^ °^y^® hcTine." 

XXIII. 
Then waa Ga- benne watj Gawan fill glad, k gomenly he la^ed, — 

wayne glad, ^ 

1080 " Now I }H)iik yow pryuandely purj alle ojwr pywge, 
and oon«ent« to Now acheued is mv channce, I schal at yowr wylle 

tarry awhile at •? / .f v 

the castle. DoweUe, & elle3 do quat 30 demen." 

1 not (?). 



HB MAKES A BARGAIN WITH HIS HOST. 35 

Jjenne sesed hjm fe syre, & set hyw bysyde, 
1084 Let be ladies be fette, to lyke hem be bette?* : The ladies are 

'^ ^ ' '^ ^ ' brought in to 

J>er wat3 seme solace by bem-self stille ; »oi»<» ^m. 

J5e lorde let for luf lote3 so myiy, 
As wyj pat wolde of his wyte, ne wyst quat he my^t. 
1088 Jjenne he carped to pe knyjt, criande loude, 

" Je han demed to do be dede bat I bidde : The lord of jae 

' ' ' castle asks the 

Wyl je halde J)is hes here at Jys onej 1" SmSie^^iSSSrt, 

" 3e stV, for-soJ)e," sayd J)e segge trwe, 
1092 " Whyl I byde in yowre borje, be bayn to jow[r]e 

best." 
'*^ror je haf trauayled," quod Je tulk, " to wen fro 

ferre, 
& sypen waked me wyth, je am not wel waryst, 
Kauber of sostnaunce ne of slepe, sobly I knowe : That he wiu stay 

^ r > r J ' in his chamber 

1096 Je schal lenge in your lofte, & lyje in jour ese, gjjjj»« "*» 
To mom quyle be messe-quyle, & to mete wende, »nd then go to 

^ *' ' T. ./ » » meat with his 

When je wyl, wythmy wyf,))atwythyowschalsitte, hostess. 
& comfort yow wzt^ compayny, til I to cort tome, 
1100 jelende; 

& I schal erly ryse, 
On huntywg wyl I wende." 

Gauayn gmnte3 alle pyse, oawayne accedes 

1104 Hym heldande, as J)e hende. 

XXIV. 

"Jet firre,** quod be freke, "a forwarde we make: "Whatsoever" 

says the host, "I 

Quat-so-euer I wy wne in fe wod,hit worje j to yowre j, !J^*?^^® ^^^ 
& quat chek so te acheue, chaunge me ber-forne : and what check 

,^/vr.«, ., ' you achieve shaU 

1108 Swete, swap we so, sware wtt^ trawpe, be mine." 

Queper, leude, so lymp lere oper better." 
" Bi God," quod Gawayn pegode, "I grant f er-tylle, 
& pat yow lyst forto layke, lef hit me pynke*. [PoI. loe.] 

1112 "Who brywge3 yu^ J)is beuerage, fis bargayn is a bargain is made 
maked ; '* 
So sayde pe lorde of fat lede j fay la3ed vchone. 



36 



PREPABATIONS FOR THE CHASE. 



J>ay dionken, & dayljeden, & dalten vnty^tel,* 
J)ise loid^ & ladye^, quyle jwit hem lyked ; 
1 1 16 & sy^en witA frenkysch faie & fele fkyie lote3 
)>ay stoden, & stemed, & stylly speken, 
Kysten fal comlyly, & kitten her lene. 
^'"J^^*?"*^ WitA mony leude fid ly3t, & lemande torches, 

Jj*{,;j^^J?«*»» 1120 Yche bume to his bed wat^ bro^t at fe laste, 

fdl softe; 
To bed ^et er ]»y ^ede, 
Becorded coiienaaiite3 ofte ; 
1124 pe olde lorde of yat leude,' 

Cowje wel halde layk arlofte. 



[FYTTE THE THIRD.] 



Beibra dvy-bmk 



■addle their 
horan, and truH 
their maila. 



Each goea whera 
it pleaaea him 
best. 

The noble lord 
of the land ar- 
rays himaelf for 
riding. 
He eataaaop 
hastily and goat 
tor 



Befon day-light 
he and his men 
are on their 
honea. 

Then the hoonda 
are called oat and 
coupled. 



Three short notea 
are blown hj the 
bugrles. 



THd erly bifore pe day pe folk vp-rysen, 

-*- Gestes j»at go wolde, hor grom^ J»y calden, 

1128 & psij busken yp bilyue, blonkke3 to sadel, 
Tyffen he[r] takles, trossen her males, 
Kichen hem pe lychest, to ryde alle arayde, 
Lepen vp ly3tly, lachen her biydeles, 

1132 Vche wy^e on his way, J)er hym wel lyked. 
pe lene lorde of pe londe wat^ not pe last, 
A-rayed for fe lydywg, with renkkej fnl mony ; 
£te a sop hastyly, when he hade herde masse, 

1136 With bugle to bent felde he bnskej by-lyue ; 
By jwtt pBi any day-ly^t lemed vpon erj^e, 
He wtt^ his ha]>eles on hy3e horsses weien. 
penne fise cacheres jwtt coii]>e, cowpled hor 
honnde3, 

1140 Vnclosed pe kenel dore, & calde hem fer-oute, 
Blwe bygly in bngle3 Jwb bare mote ; 
Braches bayed ]>6rfore, & breme noyse maked. 



* vntyl ny^te (?). 



« lede (?). 



THE HUNTING OF THE DEER. 37 

& bay chastysed, & charred, on chasywg bat went : a hundred 

" ^ ' ' hunters join in 

1 144 A hundreth of hunteres, as I haf herde telle, *^« ^'^' 
of pe best ; 

To trystors vewters 2od, ^ ^ to the station* 

^ ' /K^5X tlie"fewter8" 

Couples huntes of kest, /fAi ^*^ ^^ ^' 



1148 J5er ros for blaster gode, fel^S^jd CFoL io».] 

Gret rurd in bat forest. \^ru^4^ »»^ *^« d<«" "• 

' ^HJU"^ oast off. 

II. 

At fe fyrst quethe of fe quest quaked fe wylde ; Routed by the 
Der drof in fe dale, doted for drede, JSShto.**** 

1152 Hi^ed to pe by3e, bot heterly pay were 

Restayed with pe stablye, fat stoutly ascryed ; ^uj a^^n 
jDay let fe hertte3 haf fe gate, with f e hy^e hedes, J^»«^*^"^ *j'^ 
J5e breme bukke^ also, wat^ hor brode paumej ; ^ p*"» 

1156 For f e fre lorde hade de-fende in fennysoun tyme, 
})at f er schulde no mon mene ^ to f e male dere. 
J5e hindej were halden in, w?'tA hay & war, Som a* ^dSv* *"* 

j)e does dryuen wit^ gret dyn to f e depe sladej ; ehSes! ^^ 

1 160 Jjer my3t mon se, as fay slypte, slentyng of arwes. 

At vche [fat] wende vnder wande wapped a flone, ab they fly they 

•-' -• ^^ ' are shot by the 

Jjat bigly bote on f e broun, with ful brode hede^, ^w'^en- 
What ! f ay brayen, & bleden, bi bonkkej fay de3en. Jj[j,®hISJ2^ ^^^ 

1164 & ay rachches in a res radly hem fol3es, to pu^sSS!' *^""'''' 

Huntere3 wyth hy3e home hasted hem after, 
"Wy th such a crakkande kry,as klyffes haden brusten j Those that 
What wylde so at-waped wy3es fat schotten, JSinds^ ^^ ^^ 

1168 Wat3 al to-raced & rent, at fe resayt. 

Bi fay were tened at f e hy3e, & taysed to f e wattre3, 

J5e lede3 were so lemed at f e 1030 trysteres, 

& f e gre-hounde3 so grete, fat geten hem bylyue, 

1172 & hem to fylched, as fast as freke3 my3t loke, 
f er ry3t. 
be lorde for blys abloy T^V?V^ V^^^ 

* ^ ^ JoyAil in the 

Ful oft con launce & ly3t, °^"«» 

1 meue (?). 



38 OAWATKK LIES A-BSD. 

which uttad tin 1 176 & diof bat day wjrth loy. 

the approaeh of # v v v 

"^^^ Thus to J» derk nyjt. 



ni. 

All thi« tone oj. \^8 laykej J)is lorde by lynde wodej euej, 

& G. ])e god mon, in gay bed lyge^, 
under "oortrtara 1180 Lurkke3 ^1^ f® ^I'^Y^^ lemed on fe wowes, 

Vnder couertowr ful clere, cortyned aboute ; 

& as in slomeryng he slode, slejly he herde 
He b««» ndM A littel dyn at his dor, & derfly vpon ; 

1184 & he heue^ vp lus hed out of ])e clo])es, 
[FoL 107.] A comer of J)e cortyn he cajt vp a lyttel, 

& wayte3 warly f ider-warde, quat hit be myjt. 
▲ lady, the love- Hit wata be ladL loflyest to be-holde, 

ilest to behold, ' '^ ' ^ ' 

enter* Bottij. HQQ jj^t droj J)e dor after hir ful demly ^ & stylle. 
She apnroachei A bojed to-warde J)e bed j & Je bume schamed, 

& layde hym doun lystyly, & let as he slepte. 
oawaynepre- & ho stepped Stilly, & stel to his bedde, 

tendB to be asleep. rr J> ^ 

The lady caste up 1192 Kest vp be coityu, & crepod wttA-inne, 

the curtain and r r J ^ r 

SdL^° ^* *^" & set hir ful softly on fe bednsyde. 



& lenged fere selly longe, to loke que;* he wakened. 
j)e lede lay lurked a ful longe quyle, 
oawaynehas 1196 Compast in his concienco to quat bat cace myit 

muchwimder ^ 

^^^re*^ Mene ofer amount, to meruayle hyw J)ojt ; 

Bot 3et hesayde in hyw^Hself^ "more semly hit were 
To aspyewyth my spelle [in] space quat ho wolde.** 

He rouses himself 1200 ])en he wakenede, & wroth, & to hir warde tomed, 

up, 

unlocks his eves. & vn-loukod his y3e-lyddej, & let as hym wondered, 

were astonished. ^ sayned hyw, as hi his saje Je sauer to worthe, 

with hande ; 
1204 Wyth chynne & cheke fill swete, 

Boje quit & red iw-blande, 
Ful lufly con ho lete, 
Wyth lyppej smal lajande. 

* deruly (?). 



HE IS VISITED BT HIS HOSTESS. 39 



IV. 

1208 "God moroun, sir Gawayn," sayde fat fayr lady, "Good morrow/* 

"Je ar a sleper vn-sly^e, fat mow may slyde hidor ; 5iJe?to*Sf one 

Now ar 30 tan astyt, hot true yu8 may schape, •"**' ^"^ 

I schal bynde yo w in jour bedde, fat be je trayst : ** J «i»«ii wjd you 

1212 Al lajande f e lady lanced f bourdej. ^it'^je ^." 

**Gk)ud moroim g[aye],"^ quod Gawayn fe blyfe, ^®°^J^®52Jt'* 

" Me schal worf e at yowr wille, & fat me wel lykej, pi{iSd'to"be at 

For I 3elde me jederly, & je^e after grace, ^®" "ervicej 

1216 & fat is f e best, be my dome, forme by-houejnede;" 
& f us he bourded a-jayn wit^ mony a blyf e la3ter. 

**Bot wolde je, lady louely, fen leue me grante, butpemUmeto 

& de-prece yowr prysouw, & pray hyw to ryse, mywit- 

1220 I wolde boje of fis bed, & busk me better, 

I schulde keuerf e more comfort to karpyowwyth." 

"N"ay, for sof e, beau sir," sayd fat swete, |™- ^^^ ,£,.. 



"Je schal not rise of yoier bedde, I rych yow better, 



said that sweet 
one. 



1224 I schal happe yow here fat ofer half als, M^shaUhcJd 

& syf en karp wyth my kny3t fat I ka3t haue ; ^•'*' 

For I wene wel, Iwysse, sir Wawen ae are, i^now weii that 

' •' ' 7 ' vou are Oawayne 

Jjat alle f e worlde worchipe3, quere-so 3e ride ; w^Ahipi.^* ^^^^^ 
1228 Yowr honowr, yowr hendelayk is hendely praysed 

With lorde3, wyth ladyes, with alle fat lyf bere. ^(^jj^ ^J o«^ 

& now 3e ar here, iwysse, & we bot oure one ; 

My lorde & his lede3 ar on lenfe faren, Sm5S2Si*Jff' 

1232 Ofer burne3 in her bedde, & my burde3 als, SSfiS^tTaSi 

j)e dor drawen, & dit wtt^ a derf haspe ; Sle™oor bMfeiy 

closed. 

& syf en I haue in fis lious hym fat al lyke3, since i hgee him 

I schal ware my whyle wel, quyl hit Ia8te3, ZifiSS^'my ume 

1236 WlUtale; weU while iC last.. 

Je ar welcuw to my cors, l!^^^^^ 
Yowre awen won to wale, 
Me be-houe3 of fyne force, 

1 240 Yowr seruaunt be & schale." l^^^^. y^"' 

> This word is illegible in the MS. 



40 THB LADT DISCOURSES OP LOTB. 



"In god fayth," quod Gawayn, "gayn hit me pynk- 
-iKmnaworthj/* p^ I be not now he ))at je of speken ; V^^h 

•*torMdiu>*iieh Xo reche to such reuerence as 2e reherce here 

'*****'^ 1244 I am wj^e vn-worfy, I wot wel my-seluen ; 

Bi Grod, I were glad, & yow god fo^t, 
I dun be RUd, At sa^e oper at serayce ])at I sette my^t 

bowerer, to mi 

puaae 70a by ^ To f 6 plesauTzce Of yowr piys, hit were a pure ioye." 

1248 "In god fayth, sir Grawayn," quod fe gay lady, 
"Jje prys & fe prowes fat plese^ al ofer, 
If I hitlakked, oj^erset at ly3t,hitwerelitteldaynte ; 
"Thwe an b- Bot hit ar ladyes iTi-no^e, fat leuer wer now))e 

w^'reft^th ^^^^ ^^ f® hende in hor holde, as I }>e habbe here, 
"°P"^ To daly wit^ derely yowr daynte worde^, 

Keuer hem comfort, & colen her caie^, 
to modi of tbe pen muchof fegarysoun of ergolde fat ' f ayhauen; 

P««»^" ^ 1256 Bot I louue * fat ilk lorde fat f e lyfle halde^, 
I haf hit holly in my hondc fat al desyres, 
furje grace." 
Scho made hyw so gret chere, 
CPoL 108.] 1 260 jDat wat3 so fayr of face, 

The knight an- be kuyjt wit^ speches skere, 

•wer« the Udy'a » Jl r ^ 

qoettion*. A[n]8wared to vche a cace. 

VI. 

Gwrayneteito '* Madame," qwocZ fe myry mon, "Mary yow 3eldey 

luJn £^e ttS ^2^^ ^^^ ^^^ fouTiden, \n god fayth, yowre firaumshis no- 
of au othen. ^ ^^^ ^ much of of 67* folkfougen hordede^ ; [bele, 

Bot f e daynte fat fay delen for my disert nysen. 
Hit is f e worchyp of yowr-self, fat nojt bot wel 
conne3." 
The lady dedarea 1 268 "Bi Mary,"q?^(i f 6 menskfolj "mef ynk hitanof er ; 
For were I worth al f e wone of wymmen alyue, 
& al f e wele of f e worlde were m my honde, 
that were she & I schulde chepeu & chose, to cheue me a lorde, 

about to chooM ^ ^ ' 

her a lord, , ^^ ^^^ ^^ , j^^.^ ^^ j^^^^ ^^^ 



.THE KNIGHT THINKS OF HIS ADVBNTURB. 41 

1272 For pe costes fat I haf knowen vpon fe kny3t here, 
Of bewt6, & debonert6, & blyfe semblawit, 
& bat I haf er herkkened, & halde hit here trwee, »>»« would seieot 

^ Oawayne before 

J5er schulde no freke vpon folde bifore yow be »ny man on earth, 
chosen." 

1276 "I-wysse, worfy," quod fe wy^e, " 3e haf waled 
wel hotter J 
Bot I am proude of pe prys j?at 3e put on me, Gawayne teiia 
A soberly yo2/r seruaunt my souerayn I holde yow, J^hf ^nd falth- 
& yowre kny^t I be-com, & Kryst yow for-^elde." *°^ •««^«^nt. 

1280 }jt/5 fay moled of much-quat, til myd-morn paste, 

; & ay fe lady let lyk, a * hym loued mych ; 

be freke ferde with defence, & feted ful fayre. The remembrance 

•' ' '^ of his adventure 

)3a3 I were burde bry^test, fe burde in mynde hade, J-o^ "wnking of 
1284 ]>Q lasse luf in his lode, for lur fat he so^t, *®^** 

boute hone ; 
jDe dunte fat schulde * hywi deue, 
& nodej hit most be done ; 
1 288 bo lady fewn spek of leue. The lady takes 

* " ' ^ leave ot Sir Ga- 

He granted hir ful sone. wayne. 



VII. 

j5o7mo ho gof hym god -day, & wyth a glent lajed, with a laughing 
& as ho stod, ho stony ed hyw wyth ful stor wordej : 

1292 "Now he fat spede3 vche spech, fis disport 3elde, "J*!?***'*^|5'^* 
Bot fat 30 be Gawan, hit got3 in my^ide." [yow! ^^*y°*- 
"Quer-forel" qtwd fe freke, & froschly he askej, 
Ferde lest he hade faylod in fowrme of his castes ; 

1 296 Bot f e 1 urdo hym blessed, & bi fis skyl sayde, 

"So god as Gawayn gaynly is halden, [Po1.io8:>.] 

& cortaysye is closed so clone in hym-seluen. 

Couth not lyHly haf longed so long wyth a lady, were it he. eure- 

"'^'^ " ^ " "ly, ere this, he 

1300 Bot ho had craued a cosse, bi his conrtaysye, woiOd have craved 



Bi sum towch of summe tryfle, at sum talo3 ende." 
j5on (\fiod Wowen, " I-wysso, worf as yc 

» and (?). 2 gcliilde, in MS. 



j5on (\fiod Wowen, " I-wysso, worf as yow lyke3, " ' "*^f" ^Su 
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** Aft roar eom- I schal kjsse at jour oomaundement^ as a ^oijjt 

fallen, 
1 304 & fire ' lest he diaplese yow, so ' plede hit no moreL^ 
with that th« Ho comes nene with bat, & cach^ hjm in azm^ 

iMoy cstchM hiiD 

infierarm.«ui Loute3 lufljch adouw, & pB Icude kyss^; 

J>ay comly bykennen to Eiyst ay^ ofer ; 
1308 Ho dos hir forth at ])e dore, wit^nten dyn more. 
& he ryches hym to ryse, A rapes hym sone, 
Gjwtjriij th«i Clepes to his chamberlayn, choses his wede^ 

•"•^ Bojej forth, quen he wat^ boun, blyfdy to masses 

1312 & fenne he mened to his mete, yat meiisklj hyut 
He makea mirth & made myry al day til be mone lysed, fkepecL 

all day till the ^ ^ J r J » L r » 

moon riMa, y^ifJi game ; 

With^ neuer freke fayrer fonge, 
bjtwewthe'H^ 1316 Bitwene two so dyngne dame, 

•n?S; jotJnW jje alder & fe ^onge, 

Much solace set fBj same. 

VIIL 
Meanwhile the And av be lorde of be londe is lent on his gamne^, 

lord of the land " '^ ' sj , 

StSSdTSd**""* ^^2^ ^^ ^^"^ ^'^ \^o\\a^ & hefe, at hynd^ barayne, 
'*^*"' Such a sowme he \er slowe hi fat J)e sunne heldet. 

Of dos k, of o\er dere, to deme were wonder. 

jDewne fersly pay flokked in folk at pe laste, 
Qnickiy of the 1324 & ouyklv of be quelled dere a querr^ bay maked : 

Idlled a "tfuarry*' ~i, ^ o w ^ ^ *«/ 

they make. jjg jjggt l)03ed Jerto, wM bumej iT^-noghe, 

Then they set Oedered pe grattest of gres pat per were, 

the deer. & diddeu hem derely vndo, as pe dede askej ; 

They take awMT 1328 Serched hem at pe asay, summe pat per were, 
Two fywgeres pay fonde of pe fowlest of alle ; 
«z<rand rcnnove SypeTZ pay slyt pe slot, sesed pe erber, 

iS^The fon^ifmbi Schaued wyth a scharp knyf, & pe schyre knitten ; 

and^rend off the 1332 gypenrytte paype foure ly7Mmes, & rentof pe hyde, 
u!e^Lu7l^Stoke ]Den brek pay pe bale, pe bale3 out token, 

[FoL 109.] Lystily forlancywg, & here of pe knot ; 

1 fere (?). » fo, in MS. » Was (?) Nag (?). 
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i>^J gryped to ])e gargulun, & graj^elj departed Th«7 th«n Mpar- 

fttO who tOMMCUMf 

1 336 J5e wesauwt fro f e wynt-hole, & wait out fe guttej ; JSTi^d throw 
J>ew scher fay out J>e scliulderej with her scharp ®^ ***• »"*•• 

knyue3, 
Haled hem by a lyttel hole, to haue hole sydes ; The shooiden 

, , . . are cut out, and 

SiJ?en britned Jay fe brest, & brayden hit in twy wne, ^^^JJJ** ^^^"^ 
1 340 & eft at ])e gargulu?} bigynej on J^enne, 

Ryuej hit vp radly, ryjt to J>e by^t, The numMe« are 

Voyde3 ^^* f® a-vanters, & verayly J)eraft<«r 
AUe fe rymej by pe rybbej radly fay lance ; 
1344 So ryde fay of by resouw bi fe rygge bonej, 
Euenden to f e haunche, fat henged alle samen, 
& heuen hit vp al hole, & hwen hit of fere, 
& fat f ayneme for f enoumbleSjbi nome as I trowe, 
1348 bikynde; 

Bi f e by^t al of f e fyjea, Bjthe fbrk of 

Jje lappej fay lance bi-hynde. 

To hewe liit i» two bay hy^es, the flape are ^ 

' " "-^ ' hewn in two by 

1352 Bi f e bak-bon to vnbynde. the backbone. 

IX. 

Bofe fe hede & be hals bay hwen of benne, After this the 

« , , n. . , headandneok 

& syf en sunder fay fe sydej swyft fro f e chyne, "« jJ ^' *"ld 

& f corbeles fee fay kest in a greue ;^ ^'^^^ "*• ***°^ 

1356 Jje/in furled fay ayfer fik side furj, bi fe rybbe, 

& henged f enne a[y]f«r bi hojes of f e fourcho3, 

Vche freke for his fee, as falle^ forto haue. 

Vpon a felle of f e fayre best, fede fay f ayr houndes, 
1 360 "Wyth f e lyuer & f e ly^tej, fe lef er of f e paunchej, with the iwer. 

& bred baf ed in blod, blende f er amongej ; SS toTioSSL. 

Baldely fay blw prys, bayed f ayr rachche^, 

Syf en fonge fay her flesche folden to home. Then they make 

1364 Strakande ful stoutly mony stif motej. 

Bi fat f e dayly^t wat) done, f e douthe wat} al 
wonen 

» grene (?). 



44 



6AWATNE RECEiyES THE SPOIL. 



oat to meet Lis 



In-io fe comly castel, fer fe kny^t bide^ 
fal stille ; 
1368 Wyth blys & bryjt fyr bette, 

pe lord is comen fe^'-tylle, 
When Grawayn wyth hyw mette, 
per wat3 bot wele at wylle. 



[Fol. 1096.] 
The lord com- 
mandfl all hit 
houaehold to ae- 
•omble, 

and the venison 
to be brought be- 
fore him. 

HeeallaGft- 
wajrn^ 



•nd asks him 
whether he doee 
not deserve much 
praise for hta auo- 
cesa in the chait. 



On the knlffhl 
e\pr««elntf him* 
eeifMitiitfiMihe 
U t\>id to i«k» the 
wh\4e aif>?«Mr4ii^ 
lt> a t^vmwr a^r 
ttw»«i between 



IW i^V^« a 






1372 Thewne comauwded pe lorde in pat sale to samen 
alle f e meny, 
Bofe fe ladyes on loghe to ly^t with her burdes, 
Bi-fore alle pe folk on pe flette, freke3 ^^ bedde^ 
Verayly his venysouw to fech hyw byfome ; 

1376 & al godly in gomen Gaway[n] he called, 
Teche3 hym to pe tayles of ful tayt bestes, 
Schewe3 hym pe schyree greceschomevpon lybbes. 
" How payej yow f is play 1 haf I prys wownen I 

1380 Haue I fryuandely ponk fnr^ my craft seruedl " 
" ie I-wysse," quod fat oper wy^e, " here is wayth 

fayrest 
J5at I sej fis seuen ^re in sesonn of wynt^r." 
" A al T gif yow, Gawayn," quod pe gome )>eiine, 

1384 " For by a-oorde of conenaunt ^e ciane hit as yo?/r 
awen." 
«* J)is is A^th,** quod fe segge, ** I say yow ^tilke, 
A * I haf worthyly f is wone^ wyth-ifine, 
I'XrpsSi? wit* as god wrlle hit woi^e^ to ^oirre^.** 

13^ Ho h*?pi>e^ his ftiyw hals his anne^ wylh-iiine, 
A ky^?!»si hyin as ««ii1t1t as he * con^ awrse : 
•^ TWs Yv>w JiM^ my cheaicaiui<«^ I chened no more, 
T >9r\>wvK<? hit s*f 1^1y% )*; ielw hit ww«.* 

h^^w^ [wolde 
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"bat wah not forward," quod he, "frayst me no As this does not 

' ^ > ^ > J enter into the 

1396 ForjehaftanJ)atyowtyde3,trawejenonoJ?er [more, SS^SJ^OTto^u 

je mowe." ^^"^«"- 

]Day lajed, & made hem bly])e, 

Wy th lote3 fat were to lowe, Thy then pro- 

1400 To soper Jay jede asswype, tiMnew^ind °' 

Wyth dayntes nwe iTi-nowe. enough. 

XI. 

And syfen by fe chymn6 in chamber Jay seten, ^ the hearth 
Wy3e3 Je walle wyn we3ed to hem oft, rouSSu' °*^** 

1404 & efte in her bourdyng Jay bay Jen in Je mom, 
To fylle Je same forwarde3 Jat Jay by-fore maden, 
J3at chaunce so bytydej hor cheuysaurice to chauwge, Again sir cgj. 
What nwe3 so Jay nome, at na3t quon Jay metten J^J^enl****^' 

1 408 Jjay acorded of Je couenauwte} byfore Je cot^rt alle ; 

l)e beuerage wat3 bro3t forth in bourde at Jat tyme; [PoL ho.] 
Jjewne Jay louelych le3ten leue at Je last, Then they take 

Vche bume to his bedde busked bylyue. 2 ted."*"^ ^"^" 

1412 Bi Jat Je coke hade crowe^* & cakled hot bryse, scarce had the 

' ' ^ I ^ ^ cock cackled 

J5e lorde wat3 lopen of his bedde, [&] Je leude3 vch JJ^*^**®" '^® 

one. 
So Jat Je mete & Je masse wat3 metely delyuered ; 
J5e douthe dressed to Je wod, er any day sprenged, 
1416 to chace ; 

Hea wtt^ hunte & homea, with his huntem 

^ ' and horns they 

)3ur3 playne3 Jay passe in space, p**""® ^^ °*^*"» 

Vn-coupled among Jo Jorne3, 
1420 Eache3 Jat ran on race. 

XII. 

Qone Jay calle of a quest in aker syde, [mynged, The hunters cheer 
^ }je hunt re-hayted Je hounde3, Jat hit fyrst 

Wylde worde3 hym warp wyth a wrast noyce ; - which fan to the 

1424 )5e hownde3 Jat hit herde, hastid Jider swyje, <>»»«• 

* crowed (?). 
6 



46 HUNTING THE WILD BOAR. 

& fellen as fast to J)e f uyt, fourty at ones ; 

pGTme such a glauerande glam of gedeied racliche3 

Eos, fat J)e rocherej rungeii aboute ; 
1428 Hunterej hem hardened with home & wyth muthe. 
^^hwT ule ^^^ al i» a senibl6 sweyed to-geder, 

•Me of a diff. Bitweno a flosche in fat fryth, & a foo cragge ; 

In a knot, bi a clyffe, at fe kerre syde, 
1432 per as fe rogh rocher vn-rydely watj fallen, 

[)3ay] ferden to fe fyndywg, & freke^ hem after ; 
Thev look about ]}ay vmbo-kestcn be knarre & be knot bobe, 

on all sictefl, 

"Wy jej, whyl fay wysten wel wy t mne hem hit were, 

1436 J3e best fat f er breued watj wyth'f e blod hounde^. 

%nd beat on the Jjcwne fay beten on f e buskej, & bede hywi vp ryse, 

buahea. 

& he vnsoundyly out sojt seggej ouer-f wert. 
Out there rushes On f sellokest swyu swongod out fere, 

a fierce wild boar* 

1440 Loug sythen for* fe sounder fat wijt for-olde, 
For he watj b[este &] bor alf er grattest, 
[And eue]re quen he gronyed, fewne greued mony, 
At the first thrust For [bre a]t be fyrst brast he bryjt to be erbe, • 

he fells three to ^'^ J T J r r J? r r 7 

the ground. 1 444 & [sped hym] forth good sped, boute spyt more, 

[Ande fay] halowed hyghe ful hyje & hay ! hay ! 

CFoL 1106.3 Hadcn home3 to mouf e heterly rechated ; [cryed. 

Pull quickly the Mouy wat3 f c myry mouthe of men & of hounde^, 

hunters pursue , 

wm- 1448 Jjat buskkej after f is bor, with host & wyth noyse, 

To quelle ; 
Ful oft he bydej f e baye, 
& mayme^ f e mute Iwn-melle, 

However, he at- 1452 He hurto^ of f houwdo^, & fay 

tacks the hounds. 

causing them to Ful ^omerly jaule & ^elle. 

XIII. 
The bowmen Schalkea to schoto at hym schowen to fewne, 

send their arrows 

afterjihis wild Haled to hym of her arewej, hitten hym oft ; 

1456 Botfepoyntejpayredatfepythfatpy^tmhisschel- 
& f e barbe3 of his browo bite non wolde, [dej, 
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f)s^ fo schauen schaft schyndered in pecej, 
J5e hede hypped a3ayn, werenso-euer hit hitte ; 
1 460 Bot quon fe dynte^ hym dered of her dryje stroke), 
Jjen, brayn-wod for bate, on bumej he rasej, 
Hurte) hem ful heterly fer he forth hyjej, 
& mony ar3ed ferat, & on-lyte drojen. 
1464 Bot ^e lorde on a ly3t horce lauwces hym after, 
As bume bolde vpon bent his bugle he blowej, 
He rochated, & r[ode] * furj rone) ful fyk, 
Suande ^is wy[ld]o swyn til fe suwne schafted. 
1468 Jjis day wyth fis ilk dede fay dryuen on pia wyse, 
Whyle oure luflyoh lede lys in his bedde, 
Gawayn grayf ely at home, in geroj ful ryche 
of hewe ; 
. .1472 J5e lady nojt for3ate, 

Com to hym to salue, 
Ful erly ho watj hjm ate, 
His mode forto remwe. 



but thev glide off 
shivered m 



Enraged with the 
blows, 



haatteokiUM 
hunters. 



The lord of the 
land blows his 
buglfl^ 



and porsoes the 
boar. 



AU this time C(»- 
wayne Ues a-bea. 



xrv. 

1476 Ho commos to fe cortyn, & at J)e kny3t totes, 
SiV Wawen her welcumed worfy on fyrst, 
& ho hym jeldej a3ayn, ful jeme of hir wordej, 
Settej hir sof [t]ly by his syde, & swyf ely ho lajoj, 
1480 & "wyth a luflyoh loke ho layde^ hym fyse wordej: 
" Sir, }if je be Wawen, wonder me fynkkej, 
Wyje fat is so wel wrast alway to god, 
& connej not of compaynye fe coste^ vnder-take, 
1484 & if mon kennes yow hom to knowe, je kest horn 
of yowr mynde ; 
J)ou hat} for-jeton ^ederly fat jiste^xlay I ta3tte 

alder-truest token of talk fat I cowf e/' 
"What is fat 1 " quod f e wyghe, " I-wysse I wot 
neuer, 
1 488 If hit be sothe fat 30 breue, f e blame is myn awen.'* 
^.Tho MS. is here fdmoet illegible. * sayde (?). 



The lady of the 
castle again visits 
Sir Oawajne. 



Softly she sits by 
hU side» 



[FoU 111.) 



and tells the 
knight that he 
has forgotten 
what she taught 
him the day be- 
fore* 



48 OAWATNE AND HIS HOSTESS. 

« I tanght you of " Jet I kende yow of kyasyiig" qiiod fe clere penne, 

■aysT^that be- « Quere-80 counteiiau7ice is coufe, quikly to clayme, 

*'***^" J5at bicumes vche a kny3t, })at cortaysy vses." 

1492 "Do way," <]uod fat derf mon, " my dere, |)at speche, 
Gawayne tajm FoT bat duFst I not do, Icst I denaved were, fed." 

that he most not ' ' ./ y l 

forWddenT****^ ** ^^^ ^^^ wemed, I were wrang I-wysse, jif I profer- 

" Ma fay," quod fe mere wyf , " ^e may not be wemed, 

He it told that he 1 496 Je ar stif in-noghe to constrayne wyth strenkfe, jif 

to enforce it. yoW lykej, 

Jif any were so vilanoi^^ fat yow denaye * wolde." 

" Je, be God," quod Gawayn, "good is yowr speche, 

Bot Jjrete is vn-f ryuande in fede per I lende. 

The knight re- 1500 & vchegift fat isgeuen not wit/tgoud wylle; [lykej, 

Sat*f ''^Si**' 1 am at yowr comauiidemewt, to kysse quen yow 

''^*^^^'^- Je may lach quen yow lyst, & leue quen yowf ynkke3, 

in space." 
The lady stoops 1504 be lady loutcj a-douw, 

down and ki«M« ^ *> ' 



^'°*- & comlyly kysses his face. 

Much speche fay \er oxpou7i, 
Of druiyes greme & grace. 

XV. 

« I would learn," 1508 " I wolcd* wyt at yow, wy3e," fat worf y f er sayde, 
ySS^iSd^e, " ^ yo^ wrathed not f er-wyth, what were f e skylle, 

J5at so jong & so jepe, as je [ar] at f is tyme. 
So cortayse, so kny3tyly, as je ar knowen cute, 
80 skilled in the 1512 & of allo cheualrv to chose, be chef bywg a-losed, 

true sport of love, ^ '^ ^"^ ° ' 

Is' fe lei layk of luf, f e lettrure of armes ; 
r[or] to telle of f is tenelywg of f is trwe kny3te3. 
Hit is f e tytelet, token, & tyxt of her werkke^, 
1516 How le [des] for her lele luf hor lyue j han au/itered. 
Endured for her drury dulful stouwdej, 
& after wenged w/t^ her walo?«r & voyded her care, 
and 80 renowned & bro3t blyssc iw-to bourc, wit^ bouwtecs hor awen. 

1520 & 3e ar kny3t com-lokest kyd of yowr elde, 
1 de vaye, in MS. 2 wolde (?). ^ In (?). 
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Your worde & jour worchip walke3 ay quere, [Foi. iii6.] 

& I haf seten by yowr-self here sere twyes, 

Jet herde I neuer of your bed helde no worde^ ^avo never talked 

*' ^ to me of love. 

1524 })at euer longed to luf, lasse ne more ; 

& 2e, bat ar so cortays & coywt of yowr hetes, You ought to 

'' ' V ./ ./ * Bhowavoung 

Oghe to a ^onke fywk jem to schewe, wmf tokenof 

& teche sum tokenej of trweluf craftes. JJ^fS/''''*'' 

1528 Why ar je lewed, J)at alle fe los weldej, 

Of er elles je demen me to dille, yo?i?' dalyauwce to 
for schame ! pierken ? 

I com hider sengel, & sitte, 
1532 To leme at yow sum game, 

Dos, techei me of yowr wytte, so teach me of 

___ .- ,,./.! .. y®"' *^^' while 

Whil my lorde is fro hame. py lord u from 

•' home. 

XVI. 

"In goud fayfe," quod Grawayn, "God yow for- "it is a great ^^ 
1536 Gret is fe gode gle, & gomen to me huge, [^elde, «>y8 ^KP^- * 
})at so worjjy as je wolde wywne hidere, [kny3t, y®** ^^ 
& pyne yow wi't^ so pou^ a mon, as play wythyowr 
With any sky wne j couwtenaunce, hit keuere j me ese ; 
1540 Bot to take be toruayle * to my-self , to trwluf expouw, but i cannot un- 

JT » dertake the task 

& towche fe temej of tyxt, & tale3 of armej, fo expound tm^ 

To yow fat, I wot wel, welde3 more sly3t """*■• 

Of fat art, bi fe half, or a huwdreth of seche 

1544 As I am, oper euer schal, in erde fer I leue. 

Hit were a fole fele-folde, my fre, by my trawf e. 

I wolde yowre wylnywg worche at my my3t, - i wiu, however. 

As I am hy3ly bihalden, & euer-more wylle your wiii, 

1548 Be seruauwt to yowr-seluen, so saue me dryjtyn ! " and ever be your 

-^ !: servant." 

})u>s hym frayned fat fre, & fondet hym ofte, [ellej, 
Forto haf wownen hy7w to wo3e, what-so scho f 03t 
Bot he de-fended hy?H so fayr, bat no faut semed. Thus oawayne 

•^ "^ ''^ ' defends himself. 

1552 Ne non euel on nawfer halue, nawfer fay wysten, 
bot blys3e ; 
1 tornayle (?). 



50 GAWATTTB BEHATES DISCBSBTLT. 

pkj lajed & laykod longe. 

At ^ last 0cho con hym kyssey 

jrtote^knjtac 1556 Hir leac fayre con acho fongey 

JJj^»«««' A went hir waje Iwyaw. 

xvn. 

g^^y rtM|^ Then ni^ hym ^ renk, A lyseB to pe msaBe, 

*^^^^u.ui.] & 81^ hop diner witj dj^t A derdy seroecL 

J^»»fl« *^ 15C0 J)e lede witA ye ladyej layked alle day, 
wild WT Bot ^ lorde ouw ye londej lannced ful ofte, 

Swe^ his Tncely swyn, yai swyyig^ hi ye honkk^ 
S?bbi^(U^ ^ ^^ ^ ^'^ ^^ ^ hrache3 ^ hakk^ in sonder ; 

15G4 ))cr he hode in his hay, tel' hawe-men hit hveken, 
& made' hym, maw-gief his hod, fi>Tto mwe \Uer ; 
of th. * ^ ^''^^^ flone^ yet flete, when fe folk gedeied ; 

kiu>t«niotUft. Bot ^et J« Btyffeat to start hi stoundq he made, 

1568 UlatJielasthewat^somatyhemyjtnomoieieRne, 
JJJj Jo»™^ Bot in ye hast yttt he myjt, he to a hole wyim^, 

5?t^<5t* ^^ ^ * Tisae^ hi a rokk, yer lenn^ )w hoeme^ 

He gete ye honk at lus hak, bigyn^ to scrape, 
JijfrojhfaiiBi 1572 J)e frofe femed' at his mouth yn&yre hi ye wyk^, 
Whette^ his whyte tnsche^; wtt^ hym yen irked 
Alle ye bnm^ so bolde, ^t hy^ by stoden, 
^'oUaS^!^ To nye hym on-ferom, bot n^e hym non dorst 

1«^76 forwo^;. 

He hade hurt so mony byfome, 
pai al yv^t^ yenne ful lo]»e, 
■J^J^Jj^i^ Be more wyth his tusch^ tome, 

^"^ 1580 pai breme watj [&] brayn-wod bothe. 

xvin. 

Sg th?Sw^" Til ye knyjt com hymnself, kachande his blonk, 

**^' Sy^ hym byde at ye bay, his bume^ bysyde, 

bdS?* ^^ **** ^® lyjte* luflych* adoun, leue^ his coRKmr, 

» tU (?). « madec, in MS. » fomed (?). 

*>03t(?). »MS. luslych. 
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1584 Braydoj out a bryjt bront, & bigly forth strydej, 
Foundej fast J)iu^ \>e forth, fer fe felle byde^, 
J)e wy Ide watj war of J)e wyje wiiJi weppen in honde, 
Hef hy3ly fe here, so hetterly he fnast, 

1 588 J3at fele ferde for fe freke^,* lest felle hym pe worre; 
J)e swyn settej hym out on Je segge euen, 
J)at J)e bume & fe bor were boJ)e vpon hepej, 
In J)e wy [3] t-est of \>e water, J)e worre hade J)at oJ)er ; 

1592 For pe nion merkkej hym wel, as J)ay niette fyrst, 
Set sadly \>e scharp in pQ slot euen, 
Hit hym vp to j)e hult, J)at Jje hert schyndered, 
& he 3arrande hym jelde, & jedouw^ fe water, 

1596 fultyt,- 

A huwdreth hou^idej hym hont, 
J3at bremely con hym bite, 
Bume3 him bro3t to bent, 

1600 & dogge3 to dethe endite. 



and Beeks to at* 
taok him with his 
sword. 



The " swine sets 
out" upon the 



who^ aiming well. 



wounds him in 
the pit of the 
stomach. 



[FoLim.] 

The boar is soon 
bitten to death 
by a hundred 
hounds. 



XIX. 



Tliero wat3 blawy7^g of prys in mony bremo home, 

He30 halowiwg on hi3e, with haj)ele3 J)at niy3t ; 

Brachetes bayed J)at best, as bidden )>e maystero3, 
1604 Of fat chargoau/2t chace fat were chef huwtes. 

J3ewne a wy3e J)at wat3 wys vpon wod crafte3, 

To vnlace fis bor lufly bigy7ine3 ; 

Fyrst he howes of his hed, & on hi3e sette3, 
1608 & syj)en rende3 him al roghe bi pe rygge after, 

Brayde3 out pe bowelos, brenne3 hom on glede. 

With bred blent per-wM his braches rewarde3 ; 

SyJ)en he britne3 out J)o brawen i7i hry^t brode 
[8]chclde3, 
1612 & hat3 out J)o hastletto3, as hi3tly biseine3 5 

& 3ot hem halche3 al hole J)o halue3 to-geder, 

& syj)en on a stif stange stoutly hem henges. 



Then was there 
blowing of horns 



and baying of 
bounds. 



One wise in wood- 
craft beffins to 
unlace the boar. 

First he hews off 
the head, then 
rends him by the 
back. 

He next removes 
the bowels, broils 
them on the 
ashes, and there- 
with rewards his 
hounds. 



Then the hastlets 
are removed. 
The two halves 
are next bound 
together and 
hong upon a pole^ 



* freke (?). 



'3ede doun(?). 



52 



GAWAYNE BECEIYE8 THE SPOIL. 



The boar's head 
!• borne before 
the knight, who 
hasten! home. 



Oawayne is called 
to receive the 
•poll. 



Now with J)is ilk swyn J>ay swengen to home ; 
1616 J)e bores hed wai^ borne bifore pe bumes ^luen, 
J5at him for-ferdei/i J>e forjje, furj forse of his honde, 
so stronge ; 
Til he se^ sir Gawayne, 
1620 In halle hym })ojt fal longe. 

He calde, & he com gayn, 
His feej per for to fonge. 



The lord of the 
land Is well 
pleaRod when he 
■eoB Sir Gawayne. 



He shows him 
the shields of 
the wild boar, 
and tells hira of 
its lenffth and 
breadth. 



Hnch A *' brawn 
of a Iwttst," 8ir 
Guwayne says, he 
nvvur has seen. 



CFd. US.] 
Gawayne takes 

JIOMItVNSton of it 

acH'urdlng to 
vuvenant. 



and In return 
kisses his host, 



who •loclnro'* tiis 
jfJicHt to »H' the 
bi'Ht lie kiioWH. 



XX. 

})e lorde fill lowde wM lote, & Is^ed myiy, 

1624 Whew he 8e3e sir G : wiih solace he speke^ ; 

})e goude ladyej were geten, & gedered pe meyny, 
He schewej hem j^e schelde^j&schapes hem pe tale, 
Of pe largesse, & pe lenfe, pe lifcmej alse, 

1628 Of pe were of pe wylde swyn, in wod fer he fled. 
J5at oper knyjt ful comly comended his dede^, 
& praysed hit as grot prys, fat he proued hade ; 
For suche a brawne of a best, pe bolde bume sayde, 

1632 Ne such sydes of a swyn, segh he neuer are. 

Jjewno hondeled fay pe hoge hed, pe hende mo» 

hit praysed, 
& let lodly ferat pe lorde forto here : 
" Now Gawayn," q;iiod pe god mon, " pia gomen 
is yowr awen, 

1636 Bi fyn for-warde & faste, faythely je knowe." 

" Hit is sothe," quod pe segge, •** & as siker trwe ; 
Alle my get I schal yow gif agayn, bi my trawfe.** 
Ho [hent] pe hafel aboute pe halse, & hendely 
hym kysses, 

1640 & eft<?r-8ones of pe same he serued hym fere. 

"Now ar wo euen,"qwo6? fe hafel, "i7^ fis euen-tide, 

Of alle pe couenauwtes fat we knyt, syf en I com 

bi lawe ; " [hider, 

1044 J)o lorde sayde, "bi saynt Gilo, 

Je ar f e best fat 1 knowe. 



GREAT FEASTING IN THE HALL. 53 

Je ben ryche in a whyle, 
Such chaflTer & je drowe." 

XXI. 

1648 j)enne ])ay teldet table^ [on] trestes alofte, Tables are raised 

Kesten clof ej vpon, clere lyjt fewne ^otos oast upon 

Wakned bi W03e3, waxen torches iSJ^**** *" 

Seggej sette, & serued in sale al aboute ; 
1652 Much glam & gle glent vp J)6r-i?ine, JSi^J?"®^ ^^^ 

Aboute fe fyre vpon flet, & on fele wyse, 

At Jje soper & after, mony ajjel songej, supper is served 

As coundutes of kryst-niasse, & carole3 newe, 
1656 With alle J)e manerly mer\>e j>at nion may of telle. 

& euer oure luflych kny^t be lady bi-syde : and ever our 

•^ "^^ "^ , , lovely knlffht l^ 

Such semblaunt to J)at segge semly ho made, the lady site, 

Wyth stille stollen couwtenaunce, bat stalworth to who doee aii she 

•^ ' ' can to please her 

plese, companion. 

1660 })at al for-wondered wat} fe wyje, & wroth wttj^ 
hywHseluen, 
Bot he nolde not for his nurture nume hir a-jaynej, 
Bot dalt wM hir al in daynte, how-se-euer J)e dede 
to wrast ; [turned 

1664 Quen fay l^ade played in halle, when ftey had 

As longe as hor wylle hom last, theiiaii, 

1^0 chambre he ^ con hym calle, they proceeded 

"to chamber." 

& to J)e chem-ne fay past. 

XXII. 

1668 Ande ber bay dronken, & dalten, & demed eft nwe, There they drank 

'^ '^ '^ ' » ' and discoursed. 

To nome on f e same note, on nwo3ere3 euen ; 

Bot be kny^t craued leue to kayre on be mom, oawayne begs 

' " -^ " ■» ' leave to depart 

For hit watj nej at fe terme, fat he to^ schulde. o° "^« morrow. 
1672 j)e lorde hym letted of fat, to leuge hym resteyed, [PoL ii».] 
& sayde, "as I am trwe segge, I siker my trawfe, His host swears 

to him, 

pou schal cheue to f ogrene chapol,f ycharres to make, ^^e^to^SfJareen 
I ho (?). « to (?). 








?x vljt c s±k B.: 



QZS. 



kim: 



'V^T^ i.iia iiQss^L iiL iiir sumi^^ Is-liaie ' ^ 
J^7 iifs -nc >j iiiiir iir ^ Ibd clei^pd, 

'^'/i^sFS rr«2aig*3i ot lyi, for imde of her Iiornes ; 

u^fduiTM. ^.^^ Tajl^ ofte a irxjlmA* \A trao»t of her vyles ; 
A kenei fayw J^rot }« hujit on hym ealles, 
His fela^eis fallen hjm to, )Mrt fnasied fdl ^ike, 

wbi^ to MXtmtA Kuwnen forth in a rabel, in hia lyjt fere ; 

np i,y ui« boondf, ^^^^ ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ by.fore, J)ay fouwden hyw sone, 

Thoy iMvm (fot & qucH J)ay flcghc hym wiU sy^t, Jjayeued hymfast, 

tight of tho game, WTrojando h[ym] ful [wjoterly with a wroth noyse ; 

Lnnonol. a bi-fororo, in MS. » caBtcj (?). * trayvores (?). ^ 



THB HOUNDS UNEARTH A FOX« 55 

& ho trantes & tomayeej fui^ mony tene groue ; and purmie him 

1708 Hamlounoj, & horkene3, bi hegge3 ful ofbe; rough grov*. 

At J)0 last bi a littol dich he lepej oner a spewn^, 5hJv^J^}|„^ 

Stelej out ful stilly bi a strothe rande, JSS^r' * 

Went haf wylt ofbe wode, vriiJi wylej fro \>e houwdes, path ieklto get 

doftr firom the 

1712 ])eniie watj he went, er he wyst, to ^ a wale tryst^r, ^®°^^'^ 

per J)re pro at a frich >rat hy?n at ones, ^tu^i^^ 

«l ^^-^^ . where he is at- 

al graye ; taoked by the 

He blenched a3a3m bilyuo, Hmver, he dips 



1716 & stifly start onstray, 

With alle J)e wo on lyue, 

To be WOd he went away, and makea again 

' "^ for the wood. 



sport to Ueten to 
tnehouiM 



XXIV. 

Thenno watj hit lif vpon list to ly])en fe houndej, Then was it 
1720 When alle J)e mute hade hymmet,mengedto-gedor, 
Suche a sorje at ])at syjt ])ay sette on his hede, 
Asalle]>eclamberandeclyfreshadoclat6redonhepes; 
Here he wat^ halawed, when habelea hym metten, and the hauooing 

« • w of the hunters. 

1724 Loude he wat^ ^ayned, wiih jarande speche; 

])er he watj ])reted| & ofbe ])ef called. There the fox was 

A ,..i-i , t » . t . . . 1 threatened and 

& ay |)e titleres at his tayl, )»tt taiy he ne myjt ; oauedatuef. 
Ofbe he wat3 runnen at, when he out rayked, 

1728 & ofte reled in ajayn, so reniarde watj wyl6. But Reynard was 

& ae he lad hem bi la^, mon, be lorde & his meyny ; and led them 

, astray over 

On pis maner bi J)e mouwtes, quyle myd, ouer, vnder, mounts. 

Whyle \>Q hende knyjt at home holsuTTily slcpoj. Meanwhile the 

1732 With-inne J)e comly cortynes, on J)e colde mome. ^thh?LS*!^ei 

Bot J)e lady for luf let not to slepe, «^'^- "^^ ' 

Ne J)e purpose to payre, J)at pyjt in hir hert, 

Bot ros hir vp radly, rayked hir J)eder, 

1736 In a mery mantyle, mete to J)e erbe, Theiadyofthe 

•^j JA 1A1A «.-./.•.. . . castle, clothed In 

pat watj furred ful fyne ynth lolle^y wel pured, a rich manue. 
No hwo3 goud on hir hede^ bot ])e hajor stones 

1 to to, in MS. 



5G 



GAWATVE IS VISITED BT HIS HOSTESa 



her thrott Mid 
botom all bare, 



eofDM toOft* 
wayna't duonber. 



opm< a windoir, 
andMys, 



" Ah ! man, how 
eanit thou itoem 
[Pol. 114&.] 
thia morning la 
■o dear P " 



Trased aboute hir treesowr, be twenty in clvusberes ; 
1740 Ilir J)ryuen face & hir )nrote Jjrowen al naked, 
Hir brest bare bifore, & bihinde eke. 
Ho come} wtt^-inne pe chambre doie, & closes hit 

hir after, 
Wayne} ' vp a wyndow, & on pe wj^e call^, 
1744 & radly fus re-hayted hym, with hir riche wordg, 
wttA' chere; 
" A ! men, how may jxm slepe, 
Jjis moraiwg is so clere 1 " 
1748 He wat} iw drowping depe, 

Bot J)enne he con hir here. 



The knif(ht was 
then drearoiiifir of 
hlH forthixmiing 
a<lventure at the 
Oreen Chapel. 



He awakes and 
•peak! to hie fair 
vUitor, 



who sweetly 
kiieee him. 



Great Joy warms 
tiie heart of 81r 
GawaynSf 



and " great peril 
between them 
stood." 



XXV. 

In drej droupyng of dreme draueled J>at noble, 
As mon \>ai watj in momyng of mony fro ]K)3tes, 
1 752 How fat destin6 schulde fat day [dyjt] his wyrde, 
At f e grene chapel, when he fe gome metes, 
& bi-houes his bnflfet abide, with-oute debate more ; 
Bot quen fat comly he keuered his wyttes, 
175C Swenges out of fe sweuenes, & swar^ with hast. 
pe lady luflych com la3ande swete, 
Telle ouer his fayre face, & fetly hym kyssed ; 
He welcuTwej hir worf ily, with a wale chere ; 
1760 He sej hir so glonouSf & gayly atyred. 

So fautles of hir fetures, & of so fyne hewes, 
Wijt wallande loye warmed his hert ; 
With smof e smylywg & smolt fay smeten i^i-to 
merfe, 
1 764 Jjat al wat} blis & bonchef, fat breke hem bi-twene, 
& Wynne ; 
J)ay lanced wordes gode. 
Much wele f e;i watj f er-inne, 
1768 Gret perile bi-twene hem stod, 

Nif mare of hir kny3t mywne. 
* wayue3(?). » bi, h sec. manu. 



THE KNIGHT IS IN GREAT FEBIL. 57 

XXVI. 

For bat prynce of pris de-presed hym so bikke. The knight is 

"^ sorely pressed. 

Nurned nym so ne^e fe f red, ]?atnedehymbi-houed^ 
1772 Ofer lach fer hir luf, oper lodly re-fuse ; 

He cared for his cortaysye, lost craf ayn he were, 

& more for his meschef, lif he schulde make synne. He fears lest he 

, *> ' should become a 

& be traytor to fat tolke, Jat fat telde a3t. ^^^ to ^ 

1776 "God schylde," quod fe schalk, "fat schal not 
be-falle!" 
With luf-la^yng a lyt, he layd hym by-syde 
Alle fe 8peche3 of specialty fat sprange of her 

mouthe. 
Q,uod fat burde to f e bume, " blame je disserue, 
1780 Jif 3e luf not fat lyf fat 30 lye nexte, 

Bifore alle be wyjej in be worlde, wouwded in hert, The lady inquire 

^ .« , o , , , , , whotherhehasa 

Bot if 3e haf a lemman, a leuer, fat yowlyke3 bett^, £j*'T|*!^'il!J. 

& folden fayth to fat fre, festned so harde, ^®'* 

1784 Jjat yow lausen ne lyst, & fat I leue noufe ; [Poi. 116.] 

And fat 30 telle me fat, now trwly I pray yow, 

For alle f e lufe3 vpon lyue, layne not f e sof e, 
for gile." 
1788 j)e kny3t sayde, "be sayn Ion," sirOawayne 

swears by St. 

& smebely con he smyle, J®)!" *h»t he 

' "^ •' ' neither has nor 

** In fayth I weldo ri3t non, desires one. 

Ne non wil welde f e quile." 

XXVII. 

1792 "J3at is aworde,"qwod[ f atwy3t, "fat worst isof alle, 
Bot I am swared for sof e, fat sore me f inkke^ ; 
Kysse me now comly, & I schal cachhef en, [louyes." she then kisses 
I may bot mowme vpon molde, as may fat much "orrow. 

1796 Sykande ho swe3e douw, & semly hym kyssed, 
& sif en ho seueres hym fro, & says as ho stondes, 
" Now, dere, at f is de-party»g, do me f is ese, 
Gif me sumquat of fy gifte, fi gloue if* hit were, she desires some 

1 800 Jjat I may mywne on f e mon, my mowmy wg to lassen," by which to re- 

' member him. 

1 of, in MS. 
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THE LADY 0FFSR8 OAWATNB A BINO. 



ChiwayiM tells 
bcr that she ia 
wurthyofabetter 
irift than becau 
iMMtoir. 



He has no men 
with mails con- 
taining precious 
things. 



Then says that 
lovesome». 



" Though I had 
nought of yours, 
vet itbould ye 
have of mine." 



** Now Iwysso," quod ])atwy3ey "Iwolde I hade here 
\>o leuest ping for py luf, ^t I in londe welde. 
For ^e haf descruod, forsoJWy sellyly ofte 

1804 More rewarde bi rcsoun, pen I reche mj^ti 

Bot to dele yow for drorye, pat dawed bot neked ; 
Hit is not your honour to haf at pis tyme 
A gloue for a garysoun^ of Grawayne; gifte;, 

1808 & I am here [on] an erande in erde; vncou]^ 
& hauenomenwythnomale^, wit^menskfuljiingej; 
)?at mislyke^ me, lad6y for luf at pia tyme,^ 
Iche tolke mon do as he is tan, tas to non ille, 

1812 ne pine." 

" Nay, hende of hyje honours," 
Quod ]»at lufsum vnder lyne, 
"Jjaj I hade ojt^ of yourej, 

1816 3et schulde 30 haue of myne." 



She offers him a 
gold ring, 



but he reftises to 
accept it^ 

[Fol. 1156.] 
as he has none to 
give in return. 



Very sorrowAil 
was that fair ond 
on account of his 
rofusaL 



She takes off her 
" girdle," 



XXVIII. 

Ho ra^t hym a richo rynk* of red golde werkej, 

Wyth a starande ston, stondande alofte, 

pat hero blusschande beme^ as ]»e bry^t smme ; 

1820 Wyt 30 wel, hit watj worth wele ful hoge. 
Bot j)o renk hit renayed, & redyly he sayde, 
" I wil no gifte} for gode, my gay, at pia tyme ; 
I haf none yow to nome, ne no3t wyl I take." 

1824 Ho bede hit hym ful bysily, & he hir bode wemes, 
& swere 8wyftel[y] his sotho, fat he hit sese nolde ; 
& ho sore ])at he forsoke, & sayde per-after^ 
"K 3e renay my rynk,' to ryche for hit seme3, 

1828 3e wolde not so hy3ly balden be to me, 

I schal gif yow my girdel, fat gaynes yow lasso." 
Ho la3t a lace ly3tly, fat* leke vmbe hir 8yde3y 
Knit vpon hir kyrtel, vnder f e clere mantyle, 

1832 Gored hit wat3 with grene sylke, & wiUi golde 
schaped, 
» tync, in MS. * nojt (?). » ryng (?). * fat fat, in MS. 



nE REFUSES TO TAKE ANTTHINO. 50 

No3t bot arounde brayden, boten vfith fyngrej ; 

& fat ho bede to fe burne, & blyfely bi-sojt 

baj liit vn-worbi were, bat he hit take wolde. and beeeochee 

' ■' ^ ' '^ him to take it. 

1836 & he nay pat ho nolde neghe in no wyse, 

Kau ber eolde ne carysoura, er God hym gracQ sonde, oaway ne again 

' ^ ^ *' w « refuses to accept 

To achcue to pe chaunce pat he hade chosen pore, anything, 
** & perfore, I pray yow, displese yow no3t, 
1 840 & lette3 be yowr bisinesse, for I baypo hit yOw neuer 
to graunte ; 
I am derely to yow biholde, 
Bi-cause of yowr sembelauwt, 
1844 & euer in hot & coldo butpromiieB, 

"ever in hot and 

To be yowr trwe seruaunt. Jj cow, to beuw 



XXIX. 



" Now forsake %q bis silke," sayde be burde bo?me, •* Do you reftwe 

' '^ > J r r 9 lt/» B&ys the lady, 

" For hit is symple iw hit-self, & so hit wel semoj 1 1^^^"" ** ** 
1848 Lo ! so hit is littol, & lasse hit is worpy ; 

Bot who-so knew be costes pat knit ar ber-iwno, whoso knew the 

^ '^ ' virtues that it 

He wolde hit prayse at more prys, parauentuife ; SShf " riieTtl** 
For quat gome so is gorde w^'tA bis grene lace, For he who is 

^ ® ^ ^ ^ ' girded with this 

1852 While he hit hade hemely halched aboute, 8^^ »•«»* 
J3er is no hapel vnder heuen to-hewe hy w pat my3t ; 

For he my3t not be slayn, for sly3t vpon erpe." cannot be wound- 
\>^n kest pe kny3t, & hit come to his hert, [were, 

1856 Hit were a luel for pe Iopard6, pat hym iugged The knight 

When ho acheued to be-chapol, his chek forto fech : venture at the " 

'^ ^ ' ' Green Chapel. 

My3^ he haf slyppod to be vn-slayn, pe 8lo3t were The lady presses 

^ , him to accept tlie 

noble. lace. 

})enne ho pulged with hir prope, & polod hir to spoke, [Poi. ne.] 

1860 & ho bore on hym pe belt, & bedo hit hym swypo, 

<fc ho g?'antod, & rhol hym gafo with a goud wylle, He consents not 

& biso3t hy A?i, for hir sake, discouer hit noucr, [do3, f J|^^®\io poSos- 

Bot to lolly layno for* hir lorde; pe Icudo hym acor- "^^" '^'^^ * "^^ 

1864 J5at neuer wy3o schulde hit wyt, Iwysse, bot pay 

for no3to \ [twayno, 

1 mnt (?). » fro (?). 



60 



TIU5 K5IQHT CONCEALS THE LOYE-LACB. 



BythatthMtho 18G8 
lady has ld« ' 
him thrice. 



He )K>nkked hir oft fal swjfe, 
Fal fto witA hert & fo^t 
Bi )>at on l^ryime eyfe. 
Ho hat3 kyst fe kny^t so tojt 



h«r leave. 



Gawayne then 
dreaaea hiauielf. 



and conceals the 
knre-laoe about 
hispenoD. 



Hetbenhieato 



and shrives him 
of his misdeeds, 



and prays for ab* 
•olnuon. 



He reComs to the 
hall, and makes 
himself so merry 
among the ladies, 

with comely 
carols, 



that they said, 

** Thus merry 
was he never he- 
fore Hince hither 
be came." 



Theitne lachchi^ ho hir leue, & len^ hjm peie. 
For more mjrpe of ^t mon mojt ho not gete ; 

1872 When ho^ wat^ gon, sir G. ger^ hjm sone. 
Rises, & riches hjm in araje noble, 
Lays yp pe luf-lace, pe lady hym ra^t, 
Hid hit ful holdely, fer he hit eft fonde ; 

1876 Sjpen cheuely to pe chapel choses he fe waye, 
Preuely aproched to a prest, & prayed hym J>ere 
J3at he wolde lyfte ^ his lyf, & lem hywi bett^. 
How his sawle schxdde be saued, when he schuld 
seye hepen, 

1880 Jjere he schrof hym schyrly, & schewed his mys- 
dede3, 
Of pe more & pe mynne, & merci beseche^, 
& of absolucionn he on pe segge calles ; 
& he asoyled hym sorely, & sette hym so clene, 

1884 As dome3-day schnlde haf ben d^t on pe mom. 
& sypen he mace hym as mery among pe fire ladyes, 
Wit^ comlych caroles, & alle kynnes ioye, 
As neucr he did hot fat daye, to pe derk nyjt, 

1888 wiihhljB; 

Vche mon hade daynte pare, 
Of hym, & sayde Iwysse, 
})U8 myry he watj neucr are, 

1892 Syn he com hider, er pis. 



Gawayne's host is 
stiU in the field. 



N' 



XXXL 

ow hym lenge in pat lee, per luf hym bi-tyde ; 
Jet is pe lordeon pe lau7^de,ledande his gomnes, 
» he, in MS. 2 lyste (?). 



THE FOX IS KILLED BT THE DOOS. 
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He liat3 forfaren pis fox, fat he tbl3ed longe ; 

1896 As he sprent oner a 8pe72n^, to spye fe schrewe, 
J5er as he herd j>e howndes, j>at hasted hy w swyfe, 
Renaud com richchande j>ur3 a ro3e greue, 
& alle fe rabel in a res, ryjt at his hele3. 

1900 j)e wy3e wat3 war of pe wylde, & warly abides, 
& brayde3 out fe bry3t bronde, & at fe best caste3 ; 
& he schmit for fe scharp, & schulde haf arered, 
A rach rapes hym to, ry3t er he iny3t, 

1904 & ry3t bifore fe hors fete fay fel on hym alle, 
& woried me f is wyly wyth a wroth noyse. 
})e lorde Iy3te3 bilyne, & cache3 by ^ sone. 
Rased hym ful radly out of pe rach moufes, 

1908 Halde3 he3e oner his hede, halowe3 faste, 
& per bayen hym mony bray^ houwdej ; 
Huwtes hy3ed hem feder, wi't^ home3 ful mony. 
Ay re-chatande ary3t til fay f e renk 8e3en ; 

1912 Bi fat wat3 comen his compeyny noble, 
Alle fat euer ber bugle blowed at ones, 
& alle f ise of er halowed, fat hade no homes, 
Hit wat3 f e myriest mute fat euer men herde, 

1916 j)e rich rurd fat per wat3 raysed for renaude saulo, 
with lote ; 
Hor hou7ide3 fay per rewarde, 
Her* hede3 ^^Y fawne & frote, 

1920 & syfen fay tan reynarde, 

& tyrnen of his cote. 



He has destroyed 
the fox. 



[Pd. 116&.] 
He ipied Reynard 
oominK through a 
** rough grove," 



and tried to hit 
him with hia 
■word. 



Thefox"Bhunt«,** 
and is seized by 
one of the doga. 



The lord takes 
him out of the 
bound's mouth. • 



Hunters hasten 
thither with 
horns fUll many. 



It was the mer^ 
riest meet tliat 
ever was heard. 



The hounds are 
rewarded. 



and then they 
talce Reynara and 
" turn off his 
ooat." 



XXXII. 
& f e7me fay helden to home, for hit wat3 niej nyjt, The hunters then 
Strakande ful stoutly in hor store home3 ; 
1924 ])e lorde is ly3t at fe laste at hys lef home, 
rynde3 fire vpon flet, f e fireke per by-side, 
Sir Gawayn f e gode, fat glad wat3 w^t^ alle. 
Among f e ladies for luf he ladde much ioye, 

I hyw (?). 2 bra)) (?). » Her her, in MS. 

6 



The lord at last 
alights at his dear 
home. 



where he finds Gki- 
wayne amusing 
the ladies. 



mjTiwETi or Ol^TETaSIS. 



I >i:* Ba ▼«£» k lufiCLv: :f live, ^ bodde to ^ er^ 
k iift ii>ifr ;^ ^ ilk^ Lenz^l on his Bchnldei^ 

iTPiTl Kilt •«»- ' 

k. ^ wTiL z:^a/tn ha hvni gret, i: gondlj lie saTde, 
- 1 »:LiI frZc Tioa frist oare fonmd^ non^ 
-7 u. : -- : p^ -B-* sT«wii J Lkr. jjokai, ^cpared witj nodiy nk/* 

*^=^^— ■ 1 »: >:i. kM-les be 'J^l knjn- A krsKS hyw fives, 

*m^>m A* **ir:riT A skilj u he liem KCte ooo^ [sele, 

•J- '"triKL- .-i - jj; Kryst,* q»f<i f»: oJkt knj^ " ^ each much 

^ ^ su^:* 2^^ cLe:diac«*vf ^Ischaffer, jif ^hidcgoudchep^.'' 

VjiO - Je of )^ cLrpe n> chug,'* q««i cheflT ^t ofer, 
*- As i* p-erdT pAjcd }t ehepe^ ^ I ^te." 
*^ Matt." q»>/ ^ o^ mon, " myn is bi-hynde, 
L^^TSf "^ ^-''^ ^ ^*^ hufiViA al Jis daj, A nc^ haf I geten, 

fHl"!^^ 1 &** B:^t fis foul* fox felle, )* fende haf fe gode^ 
» ;.>.V ^W»ri iv ^ bat is fal jK'ie, for to pay for soche piya jtinges^ 



As ^ baf fiT^t me here, fro suche ^ coBses, 
80 gode." 
1 1* 4 S " I-no J," qw/^i/ sir G^wavn, 

" I J»nk TOW, bi ^ rode ;- 

Hethn ten* him ^ ^q^ hg foX WatJ sUyII, 

•^"^ He tolde hym, as fay stode. 

xxxrn. 

ISm'^Slrt^ 1952 Withm<?rJ>e&myiistralsye,wythmet^athorwylle, 
they made toarj, p^^ maden as men' as any men mc^ten, 

WitA la^ywg of ladies, with lotej of hordes ; 

(rawayn & fe gode moTi so glad were fay bofe, 
1956 Bot if fe douthe had doted, ofcr dronken hen of er, 

Bofe fe mon & fe meyny maden mony iape^, 
Sf^Vw tSSi to Til fe sesoon wat3 se^en, fat fay sen^ moste ; 

**^' Blimey to hor bedde he-houed at fe laste. 

£r*J?hbhSlL ^^^^ Jjewne lo3ly his leue at fe lorde fyrst 

Fochche^ f is fre mon, & fayie he hym fonkke^ ; 



OAWATNE TAKES LEAVE OF HIS HOST. 63 

" Of such a sellyly ^ soiorne, as I haf hade here, and thanks him 

for his happy 

Your honowr, at fis hy3e fest, Jo hyje kywg yow "»oiourn,' 
3elde ! 
1964 I 3ef yow me for on of yoMre3, if yowre-self lyke3, 
For I mot nedes, as 30 wot, meue to mome ; 
& 2e me take sum tolke, to teche, as ae hyat, He asks for a 

-^ ' f ? J? t man to teach him 

J5e gate to J)e grene chapel, as god wyl me suffer ^^"JiJjJ^ 
1968 To dele, on nw3ere3 day, fe dome of my wyrdes." 
" In god fayj)e," quod J)e god mon. "wyth a goud 

wylle ; 
Al fat eu6r I yow hy3t, halde schal I rede." 
J5er asywgnes he a seruauwt, to sett hym in fe waye, a servant is as- 
1 9 72 & cou?idue hym by fe downe3, J)at he no drechch had, [FoU 1176.] 
For to f[e]rk J)ur3 ])e fryth, & fare at J)e gaynest, 
hi greue. 
Jje lorde Gawayn con Jjonk, 
1976 Such worchip he wolde hym weue; 

bew at bo ladyea Wlonk, and then he takes 

'' r J ^ > leave of the Udios, 

J5e kny3t hat3 tan his leue. 

xxxrv. 

With care & wyth kyssywg he carppe3 hem tille, ussinff them sor- 
1980 & fele J)ryuande J)onkke3 he J)rat hom to haue, 

& ])ay 3eldcn hym a3ay[n] 3eply pat ilk ; 

J5ay bikende hym to Kryst, with ful coldo sykywge3. They «g^nd 

Syjjen fro J)e meyny he menskly de-partes ; He then departs, 

1984 Vche mon J)at he mette, he made hem a J)onke, Sr^^JJf^^Sjd'^' 

For his seruyse, & his solace, & his sere pyne, "oiMe." 

)5at ])ay wyth busynes had ben, aboute hym to 
serue ; 

& vche segge as sore, to seuer ^Y^th hym ])ere, 
1988 As pay hade wonde worjjyly witJi Jjat wlonk euer. 

ben with ledcs & ly^t he wat2 ladde to his chambre, He retires to rest 

^ J7 ? 9 but sleeps but 

& blyjjoly bro3t to his bedde, to be at his rest ; ^*^®» 
Jif he ne slepe souwdyly, say ne dar I, 

1 sclly (?). 



64 



A STORMY NEW TEAB's DAT. 



for much hM h« 
t(» think of on the 
morrow. 



Let him there lie 
BtilL 



Be atill awhile, 
and I shaU tell 
how thej 
wrought 



1992 For he hade muche on fe mom to mynne, ji£ he 
wolde, 

in fojt ; 
Let hym ly^e fere stille, 
He hat^^ nere pat he so^t, 
1996 & 3e wyl a whyle be sty lie, 

I schal telle yow how fay wrojt. 



[FYTTE THE FOUETH.] 



New Tear's Day 
approaches. 



The weather is 
stormy. 



Snow fiftlls. 



The dales are full 
of drift. 



Gawayne in his 
bed hears each 
cock that crows. 



F 



[FoL 118.] 



He calls for his 
chamberlain, 
and bids him 
bring him his 
armour. 



Men knock off 
the rust from his 
rich habergeon. 



'OW ne3e3 f e nw^ere, & fe ny^t passej, 

J5e day dryue^ to fe derk, as dry^tyn biddej ; 

2000 Bot wylde wedere3 of f e worlde wakned feroute, 
Clowdes kesten kenly fe colde to fe erfe, 
Wyth ny^e^ in-noghc of fe norf e, fe naked to tone; 
j)e snawe snitered ful snart, fat snayped f e wylde; 

2004 J5e werbelande wynde wapped fro f e hyje, 
& drof vche dale ful of dryffces fal grete. 
j)e leude lystened ful wel, fat lej in his bedde, 
J5a3 he lowke^ his lidde^, ful lyttel he slepes ; 

2008 Bi vch kok fat crue, he knwe wel fe steuen. 
De-liuerly he dressed vp, er f e day sprenged, 
For fere wat3 ly^t of a lau[m]pe, fat lemed in his 

chambre ; 
He called to his chamberlayn, f at cofly hyms wared, 

2012 &bede hymbrywghymhisbruny,&hisblonksadel; 
J5at o\>ftr ferke^ hym vp, & feche3 hym his wede3, 
& grayf 63 me air Gawayn vpon a grett wyse. 
Fyrsthecladhym in his clofe3,fe colde for to were; 

2016 & syfen his ofer hamays, fat holdely watj keped, 
Bof e his paunce, & his plate3, piked ful clene, 
Jje rywge3' rokked of f e roust, of his riche bruny : 
& al wat3 fresch as vpon fyrst, & he wat3 fayn fe/jne 

2020 to f onk ; 

* wat3 (?). * nywe (?). * rynkoj (?). 



QAWAYNE OALLS FOR HIS STEED. 65 

He hado vpon vche pece, 

Wypped ful wel & wlonk ; 

bo cayest in to Grece, The knight then 

*=• " calls for nil steed. 

2024 J5e bume "bede brywg his blonk. 

II. 

Whyle be wlonkest wedes he warp on hym-seluen : wuie he dotiied 

'^ '^ ^ '' ' himself in his 

His cote, wyth Jje conysauwce of fe clere werke^, ^^ weeds, 

Ennurned vpon veluet vertuuw^^ stone^, 
2028 Aboute beten, & bounden, enbrauded semej, 

& fayre furred "witA-inne "wyth fayre pelures. 

Jet laft he not fe lace, fe ladie3 giffce, he foMot not 

J5at for-gat not Gawayn, for gode of hym-seluen ; *»*^« ^^» 
2032 Bi he hade bolted Jjebronde vpon his baljehauwchej, 

be7in dressed he his drurye double hym aboute : but wit^ it doobiy 

'' J J t girded his loins. 

Swyjjeswejjlod vmbe his swango swetely, fat knyjt, 

J5e gordol of J)e grene silke, fat gay wol bisemed, 

2036 Vpon fat ryol red clof e, fat ryche watj to schewe. 

Bot wered not bis ilk wy^e for wele bis gordel, He wore it not 

'^ •'^ r o > for its rich oma- 

For pryde of f e pendaunto^, f a3 polyst fay were, »•«'•. 
& f a3 f glyterande golde glont vpon endej, 
2040 Bot forto sauow hym-self, when suflferhym by-houed, "but to save him- 
Tobydebalowit^outodabatOjOfbrondehywto were, Jsgrl?"*" ^ 
of er knyffo ; 
Bi fat f e bolde mon boun, 
2044 Wynno3 f eroute bilyue, 

Alio be meyny of renou?*. All the renowned 

r J J » asserabWhe 

Ho fonkke3 ofto ful ryuo. thanks fwi oft. 



III. 

Thewne wat^ G ryngolet grayf e, fat grot wati & huge, rpoi. 1186.] 

^^,_-,,, . , ,„. ./ Then was Grin- 

2048 & hado ben soiowmed sauerly, & in a siker wyse, 9^^^ arrayed, 

Hy?w lyst prik for poy^zt, fat proudo hors f enne ; '^"^J^jJ^ *® 
J50 wy30 wynne3 hym to, & wyte3 on his lyre, 
& saydo soberly hy»i-self, & by his soth swere3. 



CO 



THE KNIOUT SETS OUT OX HIS JOURNEY. 



Gawmyne raCnms 
thanks for the 
honour and kind- 
nnw shown to 
himbyalL 



He then Rtepa 
into his saddle. 



and " starts on 
the stone" with- 
out more delay. 



" This castle to 
Christ I com- 
mend ; may he 
fcive it ever good 
chance ! " 



The (rates are 
soon opened. 



The knight passes 
thereout. 



and gow on his 
way accompanied 
by his guide. 



Thev climb by 
cliffs, 



where each *' hill 
had a hat and a 
mist-cloak," 



[Tol. 119.] 



2052 " Here is a meyny in Jjis mote, fat on menske peak- 
pe men hem maynteines, icy mot pa.j haue ; [ke^, 
pe leue lady, on lyue luf hir bityde ; 
Jif faj for charyt^ clierysen a gest, 
2056 & halden honour in lier honde, f e liapel hem ^elde, 
Jjat halde^ f e heuen vpon hy^e, & also yow alls 1 
& 3if I my3t lyf vpon londe lede any quyle, 
I schuld rech yow sum rewarde redyly, if I my^t." 
20G0 j)enn steppe^ he in-to stirop, & strydej alofte ; 

His schalk schewed hym his schelde, on schulder 

he hit la3t, 
Gordej to Gryngolet, with his gilt helej, 
& ho startej on pe ston, stod he no lenger, 
to pranwce ; 
His haj?el on hors watj f ewne, 
Jjat here his spere & launce. 
" Jjis kastel to Kryst I kewne. 
He gef hit ay god channce ! " 



2064 



2068 



IV. 



The brygge watj brayde donn, & pe brode 3ate3 

Vnbarred, & bom open, vpon bo])e halue ; 

J5e bume blessed hym bilyue, & pe brede3 passed ; 
2072 Prayses fe porter, bifore fe prynce kneled, 

Gref hym God & goud day, fat Gawayn he saue ; 

& went on his way, with his wy3e one, 

Jjat schulde teche hym to toume to fat tene place, 
2076 Jjer fe mful race he schulde re-sayue. 

Jjay bo3en bi bonkke3, fer 1)0363 ar bare, 

Jjay clomben bi clyife3, f er clenge3 fe colde ; 

])e heuen wat3 vp halt, bot vgly fer vnder, 
2080 Mist muged on fe mor, malt on f e monntej, 

Vch hille hade a hatte, a myst-hakel huge ; 

Broke3 byled, & breke, bi bonkke3 aboute, [ued. 

Schyre schaterande on 8chore3,f er fay donn schow- 
2084 Welawylle wat3 fe way, fer fay bi wod schulden, 



HE ABIDES A WHILB OX A HILL. 



67 



Til liit watj sone sesouw, ])at pe annne ryses, 
J)at tyde ; 
J5ay were on a hille ful liy3e, 
2088 J)e quyte snaw lay bisyde ; 

j)e burne fat rod hym by, 
Bede his mayater abide. 



antU ditjlight. 



They were Una 

ona«<hiUftiU 

high." 

The servant bade 
his master abide, 
saying, 



V. 

" For I liaf wownen yow hider, wy^e, at J)is tyme, 
2092 & now nar je not fer fro pat note place, 

J5at 3e ban spied & spuryed so specially after ; 
Bot I schal say yow for sofe, syfen I yow knowe, 
<fe 30 ar a lede vpon lyue, fat I wel louy, 
2096 Wolde 30 worch bi my wytte, 30 worjjed Jje better. 
j)e place fat 3e prece to, ful perelot^ is balden ; 
J5er wono3 a wy3e in fat waste, f e worst vpon erf e ; 
For bo is stiffe, & stume, & to strike louies, 
2100 & more he is few any mon vpon myddelerde, 
& his body bigger fen f e best fowre, 
Jjat ar in Arf ure3 hoiLS, Hestor * of er of er. 
He cheue3 fat chauwce at f e chapel grene ; 
2104 Jjer passes non bi fat place, so proude in his armes, 
J5at he ne dynne3 hym to def e, vrith dynt of his 
For he is a mon methles, & mercy non vses, pionde ; 
For bo hit chorle, of er chaplayn, fat bi f e chai)el 
2108 Monk, of er masse-prest, of er any mon elles, [rydes, 
llym f ynk as quome hym to quelle, as quyk go 

hym soluon. 
For-fy I say f e as sof e as 3e in sadel sitto, 
Com 30 fore, 30 be kylled, [I] may f kny3t rede, 
2112 Trawe 30 me fat trwely, fa3 30 had twenty lyuos 
to spende ; 
He hat3 wonyd here ful 3ore, 
On bent much baret bende, 
21 IG A3a}Ti his dynto3 sore, 

Je may not yow defonde." 
1 Hector (?). 



"I have brought 
you hither. 



ye are not now far 
m)m the noted 
place. 



Fall perilous is it 
ettteemed. 
The lord of that 
* waste ' is stiff 
and stem. 



His body is bigger 
* than the best 
four in Arthur's 
house.' 



None passes by 
the Green Cha|)el, 
' that he does not 
ding to death 
with dint or his 
hand.' 

For be it ohuii 
or chaplain, 
monk, mass- 
priest. * or any 
man else/ he 
kills ihem all. 



He has lived 
there full long. 



Against his dinta 
soi-e ye may not 
defend you. 



C8 



THE WAT TO THE GREEN CHAPEL. 



Wherefore, good 
HirUmwajrn«. l«t 
thin man ahiiM. 

Gi) by tome other 
re^on. 



[Fol. 11M.] 
I swear br Qod 
and all HU tainta. 
that I will never 
•ay that ever ve 
attempted to flee 
from any man." 



Oawayne replies 
that to shun this 
danger would 
mark him as a 
•• coward knight." 

To the Chapel, 
therefore, he will 
go, 



thonfrh the owner 
thereof were a 
stem knave. 

•* Full well can 
Oo<l devise his 
servants for to 
save." 



"Mary!" quoth 

the other, 

" since it pleases 

thee to lose thy 

life, 



take thy helmet 
on thy head, and 
thy spear in thy 
hand, 

and ride down 
this path by yon 
rock-side, 
till thou come to 
the bottom of the 
valley ; 

look a little to 
the left, 
and thou.8halt 
see the Chapel it- 
self and the man 
that f^ards it." 



VI. 

" For-J)y, goude sir Gawayn, let pe gome one, 
& got^ a-way sum oper gate, vpon Godde^ halue ; 

2120 Cayre^ bi sum oper kyth, fer Kryst mot yow spede ; 
& I schal hyj me hom a^ayn, & hete yow fyrre, 
)}at I schal swere bi God, & alle his gode hal^e^. 
As help me God & pe halydam, & ofej iTi-noghe, 

2124 J3at I schal lelly yow layne, & lance neuer tale, 
Jjat eucr je fondet to fle, for freke fat I wyst." 
"Grant merci," quod Gawayn, & gruchywg he 
" Wei worth f e wyje, fat woldej my gode, [sayde, 

2128 & fat lelly me layne, I leue wel fou wolde3 ! 

Bot helde fou hit neuer so holde, & I here passed, 
Fouwded for ferde for to fle, in fotirmefatfoutelle^, 
I were a kiiy3t kowarde, I my^t not^ be excused. 

2132 Bot I wyl to fe chapel, for chaunce fat may falle, 
& talk wyth fat ilk tulk f e tale fat me lyste, 
Worf e hit wele, of er wo, as f e wyrde lykej 
hit hafe ; 

2136 J5^e he be a stum knape. 

To sti3tel, &^ stad wtt/i staue, 
Ful wel con dry3tyn schape, 
His seruauwtej forto saue." 

VII. 

2140 " Mary ! " quod fat ofer mon, "now fou so much 
spelle^, 
J5at f ou wylt f yn awen nye nyme to f y-seluen, 
& f e lyst lese f y lyf, f e lette I ne kepe ; 
Haf here f i helme on f y hedo, f i spere in f i honde, 

2144 & ryde me douw fis ilk rake, bi jon rokke syde. 
Til f ou be brojt to f e bof em of f e brem valay ; 
])cnne loke a littel on f e launde, on f i lyfte honde, 
& povL schal se in fat slade f e self chapel, 

2148 & f e borelych bume on bent, fat hit kepej. 

Now fare3 wel on Gode3 half, Gawayn f e noble, 
1 mot, in MS. « & &, in MS. 



OAWATNE TAKES LEAVE OF HIS GUIDE. 69 

For alle ])e golde vpon grounde I nolde go wyth fe, 
Ne bere f e fela^schip J)ur3 fis fry th on fote fyrre." 

2152 Bi f at ])e wyje in fe wod wende^ his brydel, Having thus 

Hit fe hors with fe hele^, as harde as he my3t, trfcM^iaaveofthe 
Lepe3 hjm oner ])o lauwde, & leue3 fe kny^t fere, 
al one. 

2156 " Bi Godde3 self," qwocZ Gawayn, "By God's self," 

" I wyl nsiVLper grete ne grone, ^*Sh** "' '^^ 

To Godde3 wyUe I am fnl bayn, K^-rwri 

& to hym I haf me tone." "" ^ "^^ 

VIII. 
2160 Thewne gyrdej he to Gryngolet, & gedere3 be rake, rpoi.120.] 

_, _ .1.1 . 1 , Then he pursues 

Schowuej m m a schore, at a 8cha3e syde, ws journey, 

Eide3 fui^ fe ro3e bonk, ryjt to J)e dale ; [|>03t, rides through the 
& Jjewne he wayted hy w aboute, & wylde hit hym about. 
2164 & se^e no syngne of resette, bisyde^ nowhere, He sees no sign 

of a resting-place. 

Bot hyje bonkkej & brent, vpon bo])e halue, but o^jJJi^tgh and 

& ru3e knokled knarrej, wi\Ji knorned stonej ; 
J5e skwe3 of J)e scowtes skayued ^ hym ])03t. 
21 68 Jjewne he houed, & wyth-hylde his hors at J)at tyde, 
& ofte chau7?.ged his cher, Jje chapel to seche ; 
He sei non suche in no syde, & selly hym bo^t, No chapei oouid 

"^ <ur / " *' '^ '^ ' he disoem. 

Sono a lyttel on a lauwde, a lawe as^hit we[re] ; 

2172 A bah ben, bi a bonke, be bry7?ime by-syde. At last he sees a 

Bi a for3 of a flode, fat ferked fare ; of •» •'^^""J 

J5e borne blubred fer-iwne, as hit boyled hade. 

J5e kny3t kache3 his caple, & com to ])e lawe, thither he goes, 

2176 Li3te3 douw luflyly, & at a lynde tachej alights and ikst. 

Jje rayne, & his riche, with a ro3e brauwche ; branch of a tree. 

bewrnle he boaej to be bene, aboute hit he walker, He walks around 

' ^ ^ 7 7 r P ^ ?» the hiU, debating 

D[e]batande wttA hym-self, quat hit be myjt. wh?tu^?^htbe 
2180 Hit hade a hole on fe ende, & on ayfer syde, 
& ouer-growen wit// gresse in glodes ay where, 
& al wat3 holj in-w/tA, nobot an olde caue, 

* skayned (?). 



*** CAVATin nXD6 THE GUBX CHAPEL. 

> ' - •< '.*r • -d* Or a creniwe of an olde cngge, he con^ bit nojt deme 

" We,* lorde," quod fe gentyle knyjt, 
^'Whe^r ^iB be ^ grene cbapelle; 
H* pr>f ts^ He niT^t abonte myd-nyjti 

IX. 

"Tniiy.- MTB Sir " Xow i-wTsse," Quod Wowavn, "wysty is here : 

dn*ri u hen, jjjs oHtore is vgly, wit^ erbej oner-growen ; 

» littjiur ri*-» f-r Wei biseme; be wyae wruxled in grene 

the m-n in grmx ^ ' " 

u.M#.4i ijrrfM- 2192 Dele here his deuocionn, on be deuele^ wyse : 

'*^*""' Isow I fele hit is fe fende, in my fyue wytte^, 

)?at hat^ stoken me ]>is steuen, to strye me here ; 

It i« th* mnrt J3i8 isachapelof meschaunce, Jyatchekke hit by-tyde, 

ev^i eilterrd." 2196 Hit is )^ corsedest kyrk, fat eu«r I com inne ! " 

[Foi. 1806] With he3ehelmeonhi8hede,hi8launceinhis honde, 

R'amin? ai->ut He romej vp to fe rokke of f o roj wonej ; 

lie lifun* a li>u<l iii «.i i«i» ti i 

i»oi»«, Jjene herde he of fat hyje nil, m a harde roche, 

fw>m »*yond the 2200 Bi3onde fe broke, in a bonk, a wonder breme noyse. 
It ruttefKi like Quat ! hit clatered in f e clyff, as hit cleue schulde, 

t»ie»rrliMliiiff of » 1 1 i -1 J J 

myiiie on •^rind- As one vpon a gryndelston hade grounden a sype ; 

It whjrred like a Wliat ! hit wharred, & whette, as wat«r at a mulne, 

iniU-iitreain. 

2204 ^\Tiat \ hit rusched, & ronge, rawfe to hera 

Jjewne "hi Godde," quod Gawayn, "fat gere as* I 
Is ryched at f e reuerence, me renk to mete, [trowe, 
bi rote ; 
2208 Let God worche we loo, 

••Ti.miffij my life Hit helppei mc not a mote, 

I l«»r>fo, nay* '^ 

i.X'tlll't'Jr'iiVy ^^y 1^ H I for-gOO, 

"'* " Drede dot3 me no lote." 

X. 

Then oritMi he 2212 Tlicwnc fc kny3t con calle ful hy3e, 

hen» a!.*J.'^«Jli *' ^^^^^ sti3tle3 in f is sted, me steuen to holde ? 

with me to hulilF" .... ^ . «,^ 

> wel (?). » at, in MS. 
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For now is gode Gawayn goande rytt here, Now is the good 

o ^ Gawayne going 

If any wy^e o^t wyl wynne hider fast, »ri«ii*- 
2216 Oper now, ofer neuer, his nede^ to spede." [hede, 

" Abyde," quod on on be bonke, abouen ouer his He hears a voice 

/, n ,_,__._ __ „ commanding him 

" & povL scnal haf al iw hast, fat I pe hyjt ones, to aUde where 
Jet he rusched on fat rurde, rapoly a frowe, 
2220 & wyth quettyng a-wharf, er ho wolde ly3t ; 

& syf en he keuere3 bi a cragge, & comej of a hole, ®^"/*^?*i®^.^ 

Whyrlande out of a wro, wyth a felle weppen, »feu weapon, 

A denej ax nwe dy3t, be dynt w?*t7i [t]o jelde a Danish axe, 

qnite new, 

2224 With a borelych bytte, bende by f e halme, 

Fyled in a fylor, fowre fote large, 

Hit wat3 no lasse, bi Jjat lace fat lemed ful bry3t. 

& fe gome in fe grene gered as fyrst, the"kTiiffhtin 

2228 Bofe fe lyre & f e legge3, lokke3, & berde, o^ori 

Saue fat fayre on his fote he founde3 on f e erf e, 

Sette f e stele to f e stone, & stalked bysyde. 

When he wan to be watter, ber he wade nolde, when lie reaches 

'^ -^ the stream, lie 

2232 He hypped ouer on hys ax, & orpedly stryde3, Jt^SdMabout^ 
Bremly brof e on a bent, fat brode wat3 a-boute, 
on snawe. 

Sir Gawayn be kny^t con mete, rpoi. in.] 

«^«., ^ , .. , , He meets Sir Ga- 

2236 Ho ne lutte hym no byng lowo, wayne without 

•^ '^'^ ^ ' obeisance. 

J5at Oper sayde, " now, sir swete, Jhe jj^«'j^^}]^» 

Of steuen mon may f e trowe.'* sEe'J^^ijf 

XL 

"Gawayn," quod fat grene gome, "God fe mot «God preserve 

2240 I-wysse pou art welcom,^ "^730, to my place, [loke ! Green Knight, 

& f ou hat3 tymed bi trauayl as tn^e' mon schulde ; "as a tme imigiit 

J^ ^ '^ r J > «thou hast timed 

& f ou knowe3 f e couenaunte3 kest yus by-twene, t^^J^J;^;^^ 

At f is tyme twehnonyth fou toke fat fe failed, {JfeeTiS!*"*^ 

2244 & I schuldo at f is nwe 3eTe 3eply f e quyte. v^i'Td^JI 

- . . , , should return tliy 

& we ar m f is valay, verayly oure one, blow. 

Here we are 

Here ar no renkes vs to rydde, rele as yus like3 ; *^«»"«» 
* welcon, ia MS. * trwee in MS. 



72 



QAWATNE PREPARES FOR THE BLOW. 



Have off thy 
belmat and take 
thj pay at onoe«" 



** By God," qnoth 
Sir Gawayne, " I 
ahall not M- 
STudge thee thy 
will." 



Tlien he shows 
his bare neck. 



and appears un- 
daunted. 



Haf J)y^ helme of fy hede, & liaf here fy pay ; 
2248 Busk no more debate ])en I ])e bede )>eniie, 

When pou wypped of my hede at a wap one." 
"Nay, bi God,*' quod Gawayn, "])at me gost lante, 
I schal gruch J>e no grwe, for grem ])at fallej ; 
2252 Botsty^tel f e vpon on strok, & Ischal stonde stylle, 
& "warp pe no wemywg, to worch as pe lykej, 
no whare." 
He lened with pe nek, & lutte, 
2256 & schewed J)at schyre al bare, 

& lette sm he nojt dutte, 
For drede he wolde not dare. 



Then the man in 
green seizes his 
grim tool. 

With all his force 
he raises it aloft. 



As it came gliding 

down. 

Sir Gawayne 

shrank a little 

with his should* 

ers. 



The other re- 

{troved him, say- 

•• Thou art not 
Gawayne that is 
so good esteemed, 



[Fol. 1216.] 
for thou fleest for 
fear before thou 
feelest harm. 
I never flinched 
when thou 
struckest. 



My head flew to 
my foot, yet I 
never flea. 



XII. 

rphew pe gome in pe grene grayfed hym swyfe, 
2260 ■*• G^derej vp hys grymme tole, Gawayn to smyte; 

With alle ])e bur in his body he ber hit on lofte, 

Munt as ma3tyly, as marre hym he wolde ; 

Hade hit dryuen adoun, as drej as he atled, 
2664 J5er hade ben ded of his dynt, pat do^ty wat3 euer. 

Bot Gawayn on fat giserne glyfte hym bysyde, 

As hit com glydande adoun, on glode hym to schende, 

& schranke a lytel with pe schulderes, for pe 

scharp yme. [halde^, 

2268 J5at oper schalk wyth a schunt pe schene wyth- 

& penne repreued he pe prynce with mony prowde 
wordej : 

" j)OM art not Gawayn," quod pe gome, " pat is so 
goud halden, 

J)at neuer ar3ed for no here, by hylle ne be vale, 
2272 & now pou fles for ferde, er pou fele harmej ; 

Such cowardise of fat knyjt cowjje I neuer here. 

"Nawper fyked I, ne fla3e, freke, quen pou myntest, 

Ne kest no kauelacion, in kyngej lious Arthor, 
2276 My hede fla3 to my fete, & 3et fla3 I neuer ; 

& J)ou, er any harme hent, ai^e3 in hert, 
1 MS. \)j }jy. 



HE IS REPROVED BY THE OREEN KNIOHT. 73 

Wherfore be better bums mo burde be called wherefore i 

' ought to be called 

ber-f ore. " ^® better man." 

2280 O-md G : , " I schu/it onei, «i thuntedonoe." 

^ ' ^' savsGawayne, 

& SO wyl I no more, mow.'^ "'' 

Bot J)a3 my hede falle on fe stonej, 
I con not hit restore. 

XIII. 

2284 Bot busk, bume, bi f i fayth, & brywg me to f e poywt, Bring me to the 
Dele to me my destine, & do hit out of honde, "^^"^"^^ 
For I schal stonde fe a strok, & start no more. 
Til ])yw ax haue me hitte, haf here my trawfe." 

2288 " Haf at ])e J)ewne," qi^c? fat o])er, & heuej hit "Have at thw, 
alofte, «'^e'- 

& wayte^ as wrofely, as he wode were ; 
He mynte3 at hym ma^tyly, bot not fe mon ryue3,* ]Jy^***L{'® **"*■ 
With-helde heterly h[i]s honde, er hit hurt my3t. 

2292 Gawayngrayfelyhitbyde3,&glentwzt^nomembre, oawayne never 
Bot stode stylle as ])e ston, ofer a stubbe aujjer, J^„*ef""*"^*" 
Jjatraf eled isiwrochegrouwde,wzt^rote3 ahundreth. 
J)e?i muryly efte con he mele, fe mon in fe grene, 

2296 " So now f ou hat3 J)i hert holle, hitte me bihou[e]s ; " ^^'''u ^V *?• 
Halde fe now >e hy3e hode, Jjat Arfur fe ra3t, S^f Sy¥irt u 
& kepe J?y kanel at \\& kest, jif hit keuer may." '^^^^i®-" 
G : ful gryndelly wM greme f erme sayde, 

2300 " Wy ])resch on, fou Jjro mon, f ou J?rete3 to longe, "Thrash on,'» 
I hope fat f i hert ar3e wyth J?yn awen seluen." 
" For sofe," o^d fat ofer freke, " so felly fou 

8peke3, 
I wyl no lenger on lyte lette fin emde, 

2304 ri3t nowe." 

bewne tas he^ hyw strybe to stryke. Then the Oroen 

' J Jr J > Knight makes 

& frouwses bof e lyppe & browe, ^^^^^y ^ "t*^'^®- 

No meruayle f a3 hym myslyke, 
2308 Jjat hoped of no rcscowe. 

' ? ryne\ = touches. * he he, in MS. 



74 GA WAYNE RECEIVES THE BLOW. 

XIV. 

He let fall his He Ivftes Iv^tlv his lome, & let hit doun fayre, 

loom on the bdre J J7 J > J ' 

[Foi. 121.] W?tA be barbe of be bitte bi be bare nek : 

neck of Sir Ga- '^ ^ \ 

wayne. J)a3 he homered heterly, hurt hym no more, 

2312 Bot snyrt hym on Jjat on syde, J)at seuered Jre hyde ; 
The sharp Jje scharp schiank to be flesche J)ur3 be schyre grece, 

weapon pieroed 

^ biSdflowed. ^^^ f® schone blod ouer his schulderes schot to ])e 

erfe. 
When the knight & Quen be bume sea be blode blenk on be snawe, 

saw the blood on l r ? r J- ' 

the snow, 2316 He sprit forth spewne fote more few a spere lenf e, 

Hent heterly his helme, & on his hed cast, 
Schot vriih his schuldere3 his fayre schelde vnder, 

he unsheathed his Brayde^ out a biyjt sworde, & bremely he speke3 ; 

sword, and thus 

•pake : 2320 Ncuer s)m fat he wat^ bume borne of his moder, 

Wat3 ^® neuer in fis worlde, wyje half so blyfe : — 

"Cease, man, of " Blywuc, bume, of fy buT, bcde me no mo ; 

I haf a stroke in fis sted wzt^-oute stryf hent, 

ifthougivestme 2324 & if bow rcchcj me any mo, I redyly schal quyte, 

any more, readUy 

•Jjuireq^t« & 3elde ^ederly a^ayn, & per to ^e tryst, 

& foo ; 

Our agreement Bot OU Stroko hCTO mO fallen, 

stipulates only ^ 

one stroke." 2328 Jjc couenauwt schop ry3t so, 

[Sikered] * in ArJ)ure3 halle3, 
& fer-fore, hende, now hoo ! " 

XV. 

The Green Knight The habcl holdct hym fro, & on his ax rested, 

rested on his axe, 

2332 Sette fe schaft vpon schore, & to fe scharp lened, 
looked on Sir Ga- & lokcd to be Icudc, bat OU be launde 3ede, 

wayne, who ap- 

Sess ^^^ *"^ -^^^ ^^^ do3ty dredles deruely f er stond^, 

Armed ful a3le3 ; in hert hit hym lyke3. 
2336 Jjewn he mele3 muryly, wyth a much steuen, 
and addressed & wyth a rfalykande rurde he to be renk sayde, 

himasfoUows: J L JJ r J > 

"Bold knij?ht, be " Boldc bumc, on bis bent be not so gryndel : 

not so wroth, ^ o .^ 7 

No mon here vn-manerly fe mys-boden habbe, 
2340 Ne kyd, bot as couenauwde, at ky wge3 kort schaped ; 
1 lUegible. 



HE IS REMINDED OF THE LOVE-LACE. 75 

I hy3t f e a strok, & Jjou hit hat},halde f o wel payed, i promiski thee 

I relece f e of f e remnaunt, of ry^tes alle ojjer ; Jjj it, bewti*. 
Jif * I deliuer had bene, a boflfet, parauwter, 

2344 I couf e wrofeloker haf waret, [&] to fe haf wro3t i oouid J^® dealt 
Fyrst Imansed fe muryly, with a mynt one, [anger.* 

& roue be wyth no rof, sore with lyat I be profered, i mei»oed thee 

For be forwarde bat we fest in be fyrst ny^t, ffoi- 1226.] 

^ , ^ o , , , , **»« covenant bo- 

2348 & fwu trystyly fe trawjje & trwly me halde^, S^ifSi'^v.t ° ^* 
Al J)e gayne fow me gef, as god mon schulde ; 

Jjat oper munt for fe mome, mon, I J)e profered, f^^^'J^Jbi^JS?^ 

J50U kyssedes my clere wyf, fe cossej me ra3tej, Joj^i^dBtmy 
2352 For bofe two here I fe bede hot two bare myntes, 
boute scajje ; 

Trwe mon trwe restore, a true man 

should restore 

J5ewne far mon drede no waf e ; h^lj;^ feaS^nS 

2356 At Jje Jjrid Jjou fayled fore, ThJSfaiied.t at 

o_,«,.,,, the third time, 

& ber-for bat tappe ta be. and therefore take 

^ i^ iTx^ X thee that tap. 

(See 1. 1861.) 
XVL 

For hit is my wede fat fou were^, fat ilke wouen gir- For my weed 



My n owen wyf hit f e weued, I wot wel forsof e ; [del, JJJJ*^ ^**" ' 

2360 Now know I wel fy cosses, & fy costes als, iknow thykiases 

& f e wowywg of my wyf, I wrojt hit myseluon ; '^o®*'*- 

I sende hir to asay f e, & sothly me f ynkke3, J •««* ^7tJn 

On f e fautlest freke, fat euer on fote jede ; ' '"^^ ^^' 
2364 As perle bi f e quite pese is of prys more, 

So is Gawayn, in god fayth, bi of er gay kny3te3. 

Bot here yow lakked a lyttel, siV, & lewte yow But yet thou sin- 

nedst a little, 

wonted, [per, 

Bot fat wat3 for no wylyde werke, ne wowy7?g nau- 
2368 Bot for 3e lufed yowr lyf^ fe lasse I yow blame." foriove of thy 
Jjat of e?* stif mon in study stod a gret whyle ; 
So agreued for greme he gryed wit^-inne, 
Alle f e blode of his brest blende in his face, oawayne stands 

confounded. 

2372 Jjat al ho schrank for schome, fat f e schalk talked. 
J50 forme worde vpon fglde, fat f e freke moled, — 
* uf, in MS. « This word is doubtful. 



7 b G A WAYNE CURSES HIS COWABDICB. 

"Cur«ed,"h« " Corsed worth cowarddyse & couetyse bo be ! 

•ays, ** be cow- *' */ t 

^^t^u>^r^ I/i yow is vylany & vyse, fat vcrtue disstrye^." 

Then he ukes off 2376 Jjewiie he kajt to pe knot, & fe kest lawse^, 
t^jrsittoUw Brayde brofely fe belt to fe bume seluen : 

" Lo ! fer fe falssywg, foule mot hit falle ! 
He OTwee hit For carc of pj knokke cowardyse me tajt 

2380 To a-corde me with couetyse, my kynde to for-sake, 

p&t is larges & lewte, ])at longej to knyjte^. 
and oonfeMM Now am I fawty, & falce, & ferde haf ben euer : 

himself to have ^17 j 

SSthf^*^ **' *^' Of trecherye & vn-trawj)e bofe bityde soi^e 

2384 & care ! 

[FoL 123.] I bi-knowe yow, kny^t, here stylle, 

Al fawty is my fare, 
Letej me ouer-take yowr wylle, 
2388 & efte I schal be ware." 

XVII. 

Then the other. Thewn loje J>at of CT leudc, & luflyly sayde, 

lau(?hing, thus 

•poke: " I halde hit hardily^ hole, fe harme J)at I hade ; 

'« Thou art con- bou art confessed so clene, be-knowen of by mysses, 

erased so clean, ' fj J i 

2392 & hat^ Jje penaiuzce apert, of J)e poynt of myn egge, 
that I hold thee I halde be polysed of bat plyat, & pured as clene, 

as pure as if thou r r j r r J7 ' r 7 

hadst never been As J)ou hadcj neucT forfetcd, syjjew J)ou watj fyrst 

I jfive thee, sir, & I gif })e, siV, ])e guidel fat is golde hemmed ; [borne. 

girdle, 2396 For hit is grene as my goune, sir G :, ^e maye 

J)enk vpon f is ilke f repe, per pou forth f ryngej 
Among prynces of prys, & f is a pure token 

as a token of thy Of be chauTice of be grene chapel, at cheuaLro?« 

adventure at the 

G««nChapeL^ 2400 &3eschaliwfisnwe3era3ayntomy wouej, Lkny3te3 ; 
tKro^tlif^* ^ ^® schyn reuel f e remnaunt of fis ryche fest, 

roainderofthe A,! 1,^^« »» 

festival." lul bene. 

J)er laf ed hym fast fe lorde, 
2404 & sayde, " wM my wyf, I wene, 

We schal yow wel acorde, 
Jjat watj yowr enmy kene." 
» hardilyly, m MS. 



women's wiles have BEOUIIiBD HIM. 77 

XVIIL 

" Nay, for sofe," quod J)e segge, & sesed hys helme, "Na3^ fowooth," 
2408 & hatj hit of hendely, & J)e hafel fonkkej, 

" I haf soiomed sadly, sele yow bytyde, " ihave 8<<i<mrn- 

"" '^ J J i ed sadly, but bliM 

& he ^elde hit yow ^are, fat 3arki:e3 al mewskes ! ^^^^e thee ! 
& comaunde^ me to fat cortays, yowr comlych fere, commend me to 

your comely vrife 

2412 Bofe fat on & fat ofer, myn honoured ladye^, *nd that other 

J5at }pus hor kny^t wyth hor kest han koy^itly i>e8:aii«dme. 

bigyled. 

Bot hit is no ferly, f a3 a fole madde, But it is no mar- 

vel for a man to 

& f ur3 wyles of wymmen be wonen to sor3e ; Sjieft^^ ?a 
2416 For so wat^ Adam in erde wM one bygyled, aS^'Io&I,. 
& Salamon vfiih felo sere, & Samson eft sone^, vidwere^ued 

i«-r>. 1 «.^y women, 

Dalyda dalt hym hys wyrde, & Dauyth f er-afb^ 
Wat3 blended yfi\h Barsabe, fat much bale f oled. 
2420 Now f ese were wrathed wyth her wyles, hit were 
a wywne huge, 
To luf horn wel, & leue hem not, a leude fat couf e, How oouid a man 
For f es wer fome^ f e freest fat fol3ed alle f e sele, [Foi. iew.] 
Ex-ellently of alle f yse of e?', vnder heuen-ryche, 
2424 fat mused ; 

& alle fay were bi-wyled, 
With 2 wymmen fat fay vsed, 

J3a3 I be now bigyled, Though I be now 

beguiled, me- 

2428 Me bink me burde be excused." thinka i should 

' be excused. 

XIX. 

" Bot yowr gordel," qwo^ G : " God yow foMelde ! But God reward 

you for your 

J)at wyl I welde wyth good wylle, not for f e K^rdie. 

wywne golde, 
Ne f e saynt, ne f e sylk, ne f e syde pendaundes, 
2432 For wele, ne for worchyp, ne for f e wlonk werkke3, 

Bot in sywgne of my surfet I schal se hit ofte : i wiu wear it in 

" *^ " ' remembrance of 

When I ride in renouw, remorde to myseluen ™y *^^*- 
J5e faut & f e fayntyse of f e flesche crabbed, 

1 forme (?). « with wyth, in MS. 

7 



78 THB OREBN KNIGHT REVEALS HIS NAME. 



2436 How tender hit is to entyse teches of fyl|>e ; 
•fiJi'^riS m?* &pU8y quen pryde schalmepiyk, forprowes of armes, 

rtuu'aiit^it **** ^ ^^^® ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ schal le\fe my hert. 

Bot on I wolde yow pray, displeses yow neuer ; 
2440 Syn ^e be loide of Jje 3onde[r] londe, per I haf lent 
iwne, 
Wythyow wyth worschyp, — pe wy^e hit yow ^elde 
J)at vp-halde^ J)e heuen, & on hy^ sitt^, — 
But tell rae yoor How nome je yowTe ry^t nome, & benne no more ? " 

riKht name and I "^ ' 

•hau have done." 2444 " Jjat schal I telle pG trwly," quod pat oper |>enne, 
The Green Knight *^ Bemlak de Hautdesert I hat in bis loude, 

repUe«, - 1 am ^ ' 

giiedBerniak de jjvu^ my^t of MoTgne la Faye, J)at in lajhoits lenges, 

torough mi^^of ^1 toyntyse of clergye, bi craftes wel lemed, 

t^pupUofMe;. ^^^g j^ maystres of Merlyn, mony ho« taken; 
For ho hat^ dalt drwry ful dere sum tyme, 
With^atconableklerk,J)atknowesalleyoMrkny3te3 
at hame ; 
2452 Morgne pe goddes, 

])er-fore hit is hir name ; 
^Z^r"" Welde^ non so hy^e hawtesse, 

\)Skt ho ne con make f al tame. 



It was she who 2456 Ho wavned me vpon bis wyse to yot^r wywne halle, 

caused me to test '^ r r ^ ^ ^ 



XX. 

n|>is"v 
^iM tIEi^^ **** For to assay ]je surquidre, ^if hit soth were, 

Jjat rewnes of pQ grete renouw of J)e EoiiTide Table ; 
'Ho wayned me Jjis wonder, yowr wytte^ to reue, 
[Foi. m.i 2460 For to haf greued Graynowr, & gart hir to dyje, 

hoping to grieve 

SS^'hlJdSath ^'^^ gopnyng* of fat ilke gomen, |>at gostlych 

through fear. speked, 

W^tZ^ his hede in his honde, bifore pQ hy^e table. 

J3at is ho ]jat is at home, pQ au7M5ian lady ; 
She is even thine 2 164 Ho is euen pju auwt, Arjjurej half suster, 

J)e duches do3ter of Tyntagelle, J)at dere Yter after 
"••wefore oome Hade ArbuT vpon, bat abel is nowbe. 

Serandmake r r i r r r 

-j\n vay Jjeifore I efe ]je, hafel, to com to pj naont, 

1 in (?). 2 ho hat^ (?). » glopnpg (.>). 



GAWATNB RETURNS TO ARTHUR'S COURT. 



79 



2468 Make myiy in my hems, my meny pe louies, 
& I wol pe as wel, wy3e, bi my faythe, 
As any gome vnder God, for ^y grete traufe." 
& he nikked hyw naye, he nolde bi no wayes ; 
2472 J3ay acolen & kyssen, [bikennen] ayjjer oper 
To pe prynce of paradise, & parten ry^t pare, 
on coolde ; 
Gawayn on blonk ful bene, 
2476 To J)e kywge^ burj buske^ bolde, 

& fe kny3t i?i Jje enker grene, 
Whider-warde so euer he wolde. 



Oawayiie reAisefl 
to return with the 
Ureeii Knight. 



On horge fiill fkir 
he bends to Ar- 
thur's hall. 



XXI. 

Wylde waye3 in ]>e worlde Wowen now ryde3, 

2480 On Gryngolet, Jjat fe grace hade geten of his 
lyue; 
Ofte he herbered in house, & ofte al feroute, 
& mony a-venture in vale, & venquyst ofte, 
))at I ne ty^t, at Jjis tyme, in tale to remene. 

2484 J3e hurt wat3 hole, ])at he hade hent in his nok, 
& J>e blykkande belt he here ])eraboute, 
A belef as a bauderyk, bou«den bi his syde, 
Loken vnder his lyfte arme, Jje lace, with a knot, 

2488 In tokenyng he wat3 tane in tech of a faute ; 

& pits he comijies to J>e cowrt, kny3t al in sounde. 
J5er wakned wele in J)at wone, when wyst pe grete, 
J3at gode G : wat3 cowmen, gayn hit hym ])03t ; 

2492 J3e ky»g kys8e3 pe kny3t, & pQ whene alee, 

& sy])en mony syker kny3t, ]jat so3t hym to hay Ice, 
Of his fare ]jat hyw frayned, & ferlyly he telles ; 
Biknowe3 ^^® f® costes of care fat he hade, — 

2496 J3e chau7ice of pe chapel, pQ chere of jje kny3t, 
\)Q luf of pQ ladi, pe lace at pe last. 
j)e nirt in pe nek he naked hem schewed, 
J3at ho la3t for his vnleute at Jje leudes hondes, 

2500 for blame ; 



Wild ways now 
Gawayue rides^ 



Oft he harboured 
in house and oh 
thereout. 



The wound in his 

neck became 

whole. 

He still carried 

about him the 

belt. 



in token of hie 

foult. 

Thus he comes to 

the Court of King 

Arthur. 

Great then was 

the joy of all. 

The king and hia 
knights ask him 
concerning liis 
journey. 
Gawayne tells 
them of his ad- 
ventures. 



[PoL 1246.] 
the love of the 
lady, and lastly 
of tne laoe. 
He showed them 
the cut in his 
neck. 



X«l 



ARTHUR d KN'IGUTS ADOPT A GREEN BELT. 



H» rrnan^l fbr 
irnrf iml »)iam«y 
aiflitir t4i««l 
ru*^»l into lito 

^* 2504 



He tencd qaen he schulde telle, 

He groned for gief & grame ; 

j)e blod in his face eon melle, 

When he hit schnldc schewe, for schame. 



" Ixi' " nrn he, 
luiiillinic tl.i* lace, 
" tliU U ttw UumI 
of Uauif. 



Al«ikm <»rin7 
niwanlUv and 

CUT«UlUMU«M. 

I miirt n«e<lii 
WMT It mm l<Mur 
M 1 lit«." 



The kitiR crtm* 
fc.ni> itif knikrht. 
Mill ull thv <iHirt 



Knrh kiiUlit tif 
llio linithi-rliiNNl 

britrhi vnwii Wit, 
for <ia«arfio'ii 

■«k«', 



who rvrr more 
lioiitvimHl It. 



Tliu* In Arthur'* 
tUy thU Mihrn- 
tHIV WWI. 



Ho thst Ww th# 
briixi; u» to Hi* 



XXIL 

" Lo ! lorde," <{ium1 fe leude, & pe lace hondeled, 
" J3ifl is Jh; bcnde of ^is blaine I here [in] my nek, 
]}is is );c la^ & pe losse, ))at I la^t haue, 

2508 Of couardise & couetyse, p&t I haf ca3t Jjare, 

p'lB is pQ token of vn-trawfe, p&t I am tan iwne, 
& I mot nede^ hit were, wyle I may last ; [hit, 
For non may hyden his harme, hot vnhap ne may 

2512 For per hit one^ is tachched, twynne wil hit nener." 
J3e kywg comforte^ fe knyjt, & alle Jje coi^rt als, 
La3en loude per-at, & luflyly acorden, 
J?at lordes & ladis, pat longed to pe Table, [haue, 

251 G Vclie bume of pe bro]jer-hede a bauderyk schulde 
A bende, a belef hjm aboute, of a bry^t grene, 
& ]7at, for sake of ]}at segge, in swete to were. 
For J)at wat^ acorded pe renouw of ]>e Rou/ide Table, 

2520 & he honot/red J)at hit hade, euer-more aft^, 
As hit is breued in pe best boke of romannce. 
\)u^ in Arthurti^ day ^is aunter bitidde, 
f>c Brutus bokee« per-of beres wyttenesse ; 

2524 Sjpen Brutus, pe bolde bume, bo^ed hider fyrst, 
After pe segge & pe asaute wat^ sesed at Troye, 
I-wysse; 
Mony auitt^re^ here bi-fome, 

2528 Haf faUen suche er p\a : 

Now ^t here pe cxoxut of J)ome, 

He biTiig Tiw to his blysse ! AM£N. 



81 



NOTES. 



Page 1. 1. 8 Riccliis turns, goes, 

The king .... 
Elcchis his reynys and the Renke metys : 
Girdon to gcdur with fere grete speires. — T. B. 1. 1232. 
P. 2. 1. 37 \)ia ki/ng lay at Camylot vpon hrysUmasse. 

Camaloty in Malory's " Morte Arthuro," is said to be the same as 
Winchester. Ritson supposes it to be Caer-went^ in Monmouth- 
shire, and aftei-wards confounded with Caer-ioynty or Winchester, 
But popular tradition here seems the best guide, which assigned 
the site of Camalot to the ruins of a castle on a hill, near the 
church of South Cadbury, in Somersetshire (Sir F. Madden). 
P. 3. 1. 65 Nowel nayted o-newe^ neuenedful ofte. 

Christmas celebrated anew, mentioned full often. 
Sir F. Madden leaves the word nay ferf unexplained in his Glossary 
to " Syr Gawayne." 
P. 5. 1. 124 syhienerzz. sylueren^ t.e. silver dishes. 139 lyndes^z lendes^ 

loins. 142 in his muchel^ in his greatness. 
P. 6. 1. 184 Wat^ euesed al umbe-tome — ? was trimmed, all cut evenly 
around ; umbe-tome may be an error for vmhe-corue = cut round. 
P. 7. 1. 216 in gracios werkes. Sir F. Madden reads gracons for gracioSf 

and suggests Grreek as the meaning of it. 
P. 8. 11. 244-5 As al were slypped vpon slepe so slaked hor lote^ 

in hy^e. 
As all were fallen asleep so ceased their words 
in haste (suddenly). 
Sir F. Madden reads slaked horlote^^ instead of slaked hor lote^^ 
which, according to his glossary, signifies drunken vagabonds. 
He evidently takes horlote^ to be another (and a very uncommon) 
form of Jiarlote^ = harlots. But harlot^ or vagabond, would be a 
very inappropriate term to apply to the noble Knights of the 
Round Table, Moreover, slaked never, I think, means drunken. 
The general sense of the verb slake is to let loose, lessen, cease. 
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Cf. lines 411-2, where sloke^ another form of slake, occurs with a 

similar meaning : layt nofyrre ; 

hot slokes, 

seek no farther, 

but stop (cease). 
Sir F. Madden suggests blows as the explanation of slokes. It is. 
however, a verb in the imperative mood. 
P. 10. 1. 286 Brayn. Matzner suggests brayn-xood, 
P. 10. 1. 296 barlay = par loi. This word is exceedingly common in the 
T. Book (see 1. 3391). 
I bid you now, barlay ^ with besines at all 

))at ye set you most soverainly my suster to gete. — T. B. 1. 2780. 
P. 13. 1. 394 siker. Sir F. Madden reads swer, 

P. 14. 1. 440 bluk. Sir F. Madden suggests blunh (horse). I am in- 
clined to keep to the reading of the MS., and explain bluk as 
= bulk -zz. trunk. Cf. the use of the word Blok in " Early English 
Alliterative Poems," p. 100, 1. 272. 
P. 18. 1. 558 derue doel, etc. = great grief. Sir F. Madden reads deme, 

i.e. secret, instead of derue (=zderf). Cf. line 564. 
P. 19. 1. 577 knagedy fastened. 

The braunches were borly, sum of bright gold,- 
With leuys full luffly, light of the same ; 
With burions aboue bright to beholde ; 
And fruit on yt fourmyt of fairest of shap, 
Of mony kynd that was knyt, hnagged aboue. — T. p. 1. 4973. 
P. 20. 1. 629 & ay quere hit is endele^j etc. 

And everywhere it is endless^ etc. 
Sir F. Madden reads emdele^j i.e. with equal sides. 
P. 21. 1. Qb2for-be •=.for-bi = surpassing, beyond. 
P. 22. 1. 681 for Hadet read ffalet z=z haled = exiled (?).^ See line 1049. 
P. 26. 1. 806 auinantzzaiienaunt, pleasantly. Sir F. Madden reads cunnant, 
P. 30. 1. 954 of. Should we not read on (?). 
P. 31. 1. 957. \)at o^er toyih a gorger wati^ gered ouer pe swyre. 

The gorger or vsimple is stated first to have appeared in Edward 
the First^s reign, and an example is found on the monument of 
Aveline, Countess of Lancaster, who died in 1269. From the 
poem, however, it would seem that the gorger was confined to 
elderly ladies (Sir F. Madden) 
968 More lykker^vyys on to lyky 

Wat'^ ^at scho had on lode. 
A more pleasant one to like. 
Was that (one) she had under her control. 
P. 32. 1. 888 tayt = lively, and hence pleasant, agreeable. 1015 in vayres^ 

in purity. 
P. .33. 1. 1020 dut = dunt(?) = dint (?), referring to suxyrd- sports. 1022 
snyn\^t'] Tone^ day. This is the 27th of December, and the last of 
tlie feast. Sometimes the Christmas festivities were prolonged 
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to New Year's Day (Sir F. Madden). 1047 derm dede = secret 
deed. I would prefer to read deinie dede =: great deed. Cf. liues 
658, 564. 
P. 34. 1. 1063 / toot in voorlde^ etc. =: / not (I know not) in worlde^ etc. 
1054 / nolde^ hot if I hit negh my^t on mo^erea mome^ 

For alle \>e londe in-wyth Logres, etc. 
I would not [delay to set out], unless I might approach it on 
New Year's morn, for all the lands within England, etc. 1074 
in spenne = in-space =: in the interval = meanwhile. See line 
1503. 
r. 37. 1. 1160 slentyng ofarwes. Sir F. Madden reads Bleutyng, 
" Of drawyn swerdis sclentyng to and fra, 
The brycht mettale, and othir armouris seir, 
Quharon the sonnys blenkis betis cleir, 
Glitteris and schane, and vnder bemys brycht .j 
Gastis ane new twynklyng or a lemand lycht." 

(G. Douglas' ^neid, Vol. i., p. 421.) 
P. 41. 1. 1281 let lyh = appeared pleased. 

1283 \>a^ I were burde hry^test^ fe hurde in mynde hade, etc. 
The sense requires us to read : 

)?a3 ho were hurde hry^test, ^e hume in mynde hade, etc. 
i.6.. Though she were lady fairest, the knight in mind had, etc. 
P. 46. 1. 1440 Long sytJien [setiered] foi' pe sounder pat toi^tfor-olde 

Long since separated from the sounder or herd that fierce (one) 
for-aged (grew very old). 

" Now to speke of the boore, the fyrste year he is 
A pygge of the sounder callyd, as haue I blys ; 
The secounde yere an hogge, and soo shall he be, 
And an hoggestere, whan he is of y eres thre ; 
And when he is foure yere, a boor shall he be, 
From the sounder of the swyne thenne departyth he ; 
A synguler is he soo, for alone he woll go." 

(Book of St. Alban's, ed. 1496, sig. c?., i.) 
P. 47. 1, 1476 totes = looks, toots. 

Sho wont up wightly by a walle syde. 
To the toppe of a toure and tot ouer the water. — T. B. 1. 862. 
P. 52, 1. 1623 A verb [? lalede = cried] seems wanting after lorde. 
P. 54. 1. 1702 fnasted, breathed. 

These balfuU bestes were, as the boke tellus. 
Full flaumond of fyre ^\ih fnastyng of logh. — T. B. 1. 168. 
P. 55. 1. 1710 a strothe rande =z a rugged path. Cf. the phrases tenegreue, 
1. 1707 ; ro^egreue, 1. 1898. 1729 hi lag = he-lagh (?) = below (?). 
1719 Thenne tvat^ hit lifvpon listf etc. 

Should we not read : 

Thenne wat^ hit list vpon lif, etc. 
i.e., Then was there joy in life, etc. 
P. 57. 1. 1780 lyf= lef(?), beloved (one). 



P '>:• : 1?«9 Hokai^ iysf ^ fai^f w lo^t 

Sbe hM kMMd die knigiit bo oomteoua. 
St F. M^iefi rxpUiat «e^ prompllj. 7V^< seems to be the 
sL=te as the Xofthmnbrisn iagkt in the ibllowmg extract from 
lire - Moffte Aitfavre *: 
'IVre OGiDe in wx the fynle coime, before the kyng selaene, 
Bare beredjs that vare biyghte, bornyate with sjlver, 
Al> vith tsfifp mene and Imnw in togers fnlle ryche.** — (p. 15.) 
7^ vord kmrni (weH-behared) still exists in wtm-Um, the original 
meaziing of vhich was iD-mannered, ill-bred. 
P. <1. L 1^119 Way iommde^ == hntf kommde^ i^e. fierce honnds. 
P. ^ L 1S% Hi hai^ mert ^ he soji z=z He wai^ mere fat he ao^t z=i Hq 

waf near to that which he songht. 
P. 6?. \. t\^ 9edtrri fe rake = takes the path or way. 

pe ehem^ ef fe eooteiee ekayued kjfm yo^L 
21^7 The shadows of the lulls appeared wild (desolate) to him. 

Ser F. Madden reads ^bapteeL of which he gives no explanation. 
Sniywii = ebagfed^ seems to be the N. Ptoy. English soq/e, wild. 
Scc^ch srikaific; wild, mad. O.N. sbeifr. Sw. skef, awry, dis- 
t<^rted. 
P. 70. L »>4 rcmpe = clattered. 

2211 Drtde dot^ w^ mo loU =1 

Xo noise shall cause me to dread (fear). 
P. 75. L 2357 <f ffr/or f>at tappe ta Jw. 

And therefore take thee that tap. 
ta^e =z take thee. Sir F. Madden reads ta^ := takeih. See page 
14, 1. 413, where to )>e rhymes with sotAe. We have no impera- 
tiTes in th in this poem. 
P. 76. 1. 2401 Wt schyn reuel, etc. Sir F. Madden reads wcuch yn reuel. 

But gchtfn = shall See Glossary to " Alliterative Poems." 
P. 79. 1. 2474 (m^ooJde = an-colde = coldly = sorrowfully. 2489 in- 
sounde = soundfyy well. Cf. in-blande = together ; in-lyche^ 
alike ; inmyddey, amidst 
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GLOSSARIAL INDEX. 



[For all words marked thus (*) the reader is referred to the Glossary 
to Early English Alliterative Poems,] 



Abataylment, battlement, 790. 
Abloy, an exclamation used in 

hunting; equivalent to On ! on ! 

1174. O.Fr. ablo, 
Abof, above, 73, 112, 153. 
Abouen, above, 2217. 
Achaufed, warmed, 883. 
Acheue, to obtain, arrive, 1107, 

1838. 
Acheued, ^r6^. 1081, 1857. 
Acoles, embraces, 1936. 
Acolen, pi. pres, embrace, 2472. 
Acorde, 2406. 
Adoun, down, 264. 
Afyaunce, trust, confidence, 642. 
After, afterwards, 218. 
♦Aghlich, fearful, dreadful, 136. 
Aker, field, plain, 1421. Sir F. 

Madden proposes to read vch a 

= every (each a). 
Alce=alse, also, likewise, 2492. 
Alder, elder, 973. 
Alder-truest, truest of all, 1486. 
Alderes=elders, ancestors, 96. 
Algate, every way, 141. 
Al-hal-day, AU-hallows day, 1st 

November, 536. 
Al one, alone, 735, 2155. Al hym 

one^zAl hisonSf by himself, 749, 

1048. 
A-losed, praised, 1512. See Los, 

Lose, 



, ) also, likewise, 270, 720, 
e, ) 933, 1627. 



Als, 

Alse, 

Al-same, together, 673. 

Alther-grattest, greatest of all, 
1441. 

Aluisch= elvish, having preter- 
natural power. A.S. cbZ/, df, 
an elf, sprite, genius. 

Amende, 898. 

Amonge^, amongst, 1361. 

Amount, 1197. 

Anamayld, enamelled, 169. 

And = an, if,. 1245, 1509, 
1647. 

Ane, one, 223. 

A-nelede, attacked, worried, 723. 
Sir F. Madden renders it ap- 
proached. 

Angarde^, arrogance, 681. 

Anions, wearisome, sorrowful, 
fatiguing, 535. O.Fr. anietix^ 
anieuse. Lat. anxius. 

Another, otherwise, 1268. 

Apendes, ) appertains, belongs, 

Apende3, ) 623, 913. 

Apert, openly, manifestly, 164, 
2392. 

Apparayl, 600, 1891. 

Aray, 163. 

Are, ere, before, previously, 239, 
1632. 

A-rered, retreated, 1902. 
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A^r:!«"?w5. "60. 1455. 



Arwes , 



U60. 



Arwej , 

Annuro, 586. 

Am, are (jpi. pres.), 280, 1094. 

•Aqe, timid, fearful, 241. 

Aqe, vb, to wax timid, 2301. 

Aqed, waxed timid, 1463, 2271. 

Ai^e^, waxest timid, 2277. 

Asay, the point in the breast of 
the buck, at which the hunter's 
knife was inserted, to make trial 
of the animal's fatness, 1328. 

Asay, try, tempt, 2362. 

•Ascryed, shouted, 1153. 

*Askc^, ashes, 2. 

Askynp, request, 323, 349. 

Asoyled, absolved, 1883. 

Aspye, to discover, 1199. 

^Vssaut, assault, 1. 

As-8>Tythe, quickly, 1400. 

•As-tit, ^ at once, suddenly, 31, 

As-tj-t, ) 1210. See Tit, Tite. 

At, for, 648 ; of, 703. 

•Athel, noble, good, 5, 171, 241, 
904, 1654, 2466. 

Athcr = ayther, either, 1357. 

♦Attle, vh. aim, design, purpose, 27. 

Aitled, pret. of attle, 2263. 

•At-waped, escaped, 1167. See 
Wapped, 

Aucn, J 

A wen, I own, 10, 293, 836. 

Aune, ) 

♦Auinant = avinaunt, avenaunt, 
pleasantly, 806. 

Aumayl, enamel, 236. 

Auncian, arf/. aged, 1001, 2463; 
sb, aged (one), 948. 

•Aunter, adventure, 27, 29, 2522. 
Auntere^ {pi,), 2527. 

*^nnterea, ventured, 1516. 
Lther, either, 88, 702. 
ranters, portions of the nombles 
xf a deer, which lay near the 



neck; a term used in wood- 
craft, 1342. 

" Then drease the nombles, fyret that 

ye recke ; 
Downe the auaneera kerne, that cleuyth 

to the neck ; 
And down wyth the bol-throte put 

theym anone." 
(Soke of St. Alban's, 1496, sig. d. iv.) 
"One croke of the nombles lyeth 

enermore 
Under the throte-bolle of the beeat 

before. 
That callyd is atsauneert, whoso can 

thejm kenne." 

{Ibtd.y sig. e. i.) 

Auentale, the open and moveable 
portion of the helmet which 
covered the mouth, for the pur- 
pose of respiration, 608. 

"He brayedei one a bacenett, bur- 

neschte of sylner, 
The beste that was in Badlle, wyth 

bordnrs ryche ; 
The creste ana the coronalle enclosed 

so faire, 
Wyth clasppis of dere golde, conched 

wyth stones; 
The Tesare, the a^mtaih, enarmede so 

faire, 
Voyde with owttyne vice, with wyn- 

dowes of sylner." 
(Morte Arthure, L 910. E. E. T. 8.) 
" The vesere, the aumtaile, his yes- 

tons rydie, 
Wyth the yalyant blode was Terrede 
alle over." 

(Ibid., L 2673.) 

Early writersfrequently use this 
term for the whole front of the 
helmet, including the visor. In 
the prose French romances of 
the Eound Table, ventailfe is a 
distinct piece of armour, and 
put on before the helmet. 

Auenturus, adventurous, 93. 

Auenturus, adventures, 95, 491. 

Auinant, pleasantly, 806. See 
T. B. L 3982. 

^■^J j think, devise, 45, 1389. 

Auysed, viewed, observed, 771. 
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A-wharf, turned, whirled round, 
2220. A.S. a-hweorfan^ to bend 
(jgret, a-hwearf). 

Ax, 208. 

Ay, ever, 26, 73, 128, 167, 893. 

Ayled, 438. 

Ay-quere, \ everywhere, 599, 629, 

Ay-where, j . 745, 800. 

Ayther, either, 841, 939, 1307. 



A3ayn, 



towards, 815, 971 ; 



ti:^:;;( again;t,U56,166i: 

*A3le3, fearless, 2335. ^QQAghlich, 

A3t, a3te, owned, possessed (the 

pret, of awe^ to own, owe), 767, 

843, 1775, 1941. See Troy 

Book, 1. 378. 

Bade, abode, tarried, 1699. 

Baldly, boldly, 376. 

♦Bale, harm, evil,grief, 2041,2419. 

Bale, holly, 1333. O.H.G. halg. 

Bale3, bowels, 1333, 

Bal3e, round or smooth, 2032,2172. 
^^ Balhew or pleyn (balwe or 
playne, P.) Planus." (Pr. Parv.) 

Bande, 192. 

Baner, 117. 

Barayne, barren, applied to hinds 
not gravid, 1320. 

Barbe, edge of an axe, 2310. 

Barbe3, points of arrows, 1457. 

Barbican, out-work or tower of a 
castle, 793. 

♦Bare, adj\ mere, unconditional, 
277. In 1. 1141 it is applied to 
the motes or blasts of a horn, 
and seems to mean^^or^ or with- 
out rechate ; adv, 465 ; " hare 
Jjre daye^^' 1066. 

Barely, unconditionally, certainly, 
548. 

Baret, strife, contest, 21, 353, 
2115 ; grief, 752. 

Bargayn, 1112. 

Barlay, Sir F. M. says, is appa- 
rently a corruption of the 



French par loiy 296. Is it a cor- 
ruption of the phtase, " by our 
lady," i,e. the Virgin Mary 1 

Barred, striped diagonally, 159. 

Barres, diagonal stripes, 162. 

Bastel-roue3, turreted or castel- 
lated roofe ; roue^ = roofs. 

Bate, debate, conflict, 1461. A.S. 
bate, contention. 

Bauderyk, the strap by which the 
shield was suspended round the 
neck, 621 ; belt or lace, 2486. 
M.H.G. balderich, 

Bawe, bow of a saddle (?), 436. 

Bawe-men, bowmen, 1564. 

Bay, round, 967. A.S. bugan, to 
bend. 

Bay, I bay or baiting of a wild 

Baye, ) boar, when attacked by 
dogs, 1450, 1564, 1582. 

Bayed, baited, barked at, 1142, 
1362, 1603. 

Bayen (3d pers, pL), bay, bark at, 
1909. 

*Bayn, ) prompt, ready, obedient, 

Bayne, ) 1092, 2158. 

Bayst, abashed, 37. Fr. ahaiaaer, 

Baythe, to grant (1), 327 • to con- 
sent, 1404, 1840. 

Be, by, 652, 1216. 

Beau, fair, 1222. 

Be-com, went, 460. 

Bede^' j offered, 1824,1834,2248. 

Bedde3, bids, 1374. 

Beddyng, 853. 

Bede, bade, 1437, 2090. 

Bede, offer, proffer, 374, 382, 2322. 

A.S. beodan, to offer. 
Be-knewe, acknowledge. 
Beknowen, acknowledged, 2391. 
Belde, courage, valour, 660. A.S. 

byld. 
Bele-chere, good company (cheer) 

or presence. 
Belef, badge (?), 2486, 2517. 
Bolle3, bolls, 195. 
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Belt, 162. 

Bende, band, bond, 2505, 2517. 

Bende, bent, 305, 2224 ; put 

down, 2105. 
Bene, to be, 141 ; are or will be, 

1646. 
♦Bene (anotherformof hainVj^ fair, 

well, 2402, 2475. 
•Bent, plain, field (or uplands]), 

353, 1465, 1599, 2115, 2233, 

2338; '' hent-fieU;' 1136. 
Ber, beer, 129. 

Bere I ^^' carried, 637, 1913. 

Berdle^, 280. 

^^'^ I hill, mount, 2172, 2178. 

Best, beast, animal, 1436. 

♦Bete, to kindle, 1367. 

Beten, worked, embroidered, 78, 

1833, 2028. Fr. haUu. 
Beuerage, drink, liquor, 1112, 

1409. 
Beuer-hwed = beaver-hued, colour 

of a beaver (?), 845. 
Bide, 1 abide, endure, 374, 520, 
Byde, ] 1582, 2041. 

^^^,®J' 1 abides, awaits, 376. 

Bifalle3, 382. 
Bifome, before, 123. 
Big, bold, 354. 
♦Biges, builds, 9. 

♦Bigly, ) loudly, 1141 ; deeply, 
♦Bygly, ) severely, 1162; boldly, 

1584. 
Bigrauen, engraved, 216. 
Bi-grypte= be -gripped, grasped, 

214. 
Bihalden, \ :=bebolden, indebted, 
Bibolde, ( 1557, 1842. 
Bi-hond, forthwith, 67. 
Bihoues, 1065. 

Bikende, commended, 596, 1982. 
Biknowe, acknowledge, 2385. 



Biknowej, acknowledges, 2495. 
♦Biliue, ) quickly, immediately, 
BUyue, } 132, 1128, 1136, 
Bylyue, ) 1171,1715. 
Bisemed, befitted, became, 622, 

2035. 
Bisemeizrbeseems, befits. 1612, 

2191. 
Bisides, \ =besides, on the side, 

Bisyde3, i '^^» ^^^^ ^^^• 

Bisied, agitated, 89. 

Biso^t, besought, 96. 

Bitidde, befeU, 2522. 

Bitte, j the steel part of an axe, 

Bytte, { 2224, 2310. 

♦Bi-wyled, beguiled, 2425. 

♦Blande, intermixed, blended ; 
phrase "iw blande," together, 
1205, 1931. 

Blasoun, shield of arms, 828. 

Blaunner, ) a species of fur (1), 

Blaunier, ) 155,573,856,1931. 
Is it connected with lawn ? — If 
so, it would signify a species of 
fine linen. 

♦Bleaunt, ) a robe or mantle (of 

Bleeant, ) finelinen), 879, 1928. 

Blenched,receded,drewback, 1715. 

Blende = blent, mingled, blend- 
ed, 1361, 1610, 2371. 

Blenk, to shine, 2315. Du. hlinck- 
en, to shine, glitter. Ger. blink- 
en, twinkle, glitter. 

Blenked, shone, 799. 

Blered, bleared, 963. 

Blessing, 370. 

♦Blonk, ) a steed, literally, a 

Blonkke, ) white horse, 434,785, 
1581. 

BSke;j^^-^«'1128,16 

*Blubred=foamed, blubbered, ap- 
phed to a stream of water, 2174. 
Bluk = trunk, 440. 
Blunder, confusion, trouble, 18. 
♦Blunk, steed, 440. See Blonk. 
♦Blusch, 8b. look, 520. 
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fc isched, looked, 650, 793. 

S jsschande = blushing, glitter- 

» ing, 1819. 

^' ]blew, 1141, 1362. 
.*. Lwe, ) 

Iwe, blue, 1928. 

Blycande, ) shining, glittering, 

Jlykkande, ) 305, 2485. 

ilykked, shone, glistened, 429. 

31ynne, cease, 2322. 

Blysso, fortune, prosperity, 18. 

Blype, gay, bright, 155. 

•Bobbaunce, boast, 9. 

Bobbe, branch, 206. 

Bode, bidding, prolTer, 852, 1824. 
A.S. hod. 

•Bode, abode, 785, 1564. 

•Boden,^a^w. part prayed, asked, 
327. A.S. bcodan (p.p. hoderiy 
to bid, offer. 

Bolde, 8h. bold (one), 21. 

•Bole, trunk of a tree, 766. 

•Bolne, to swell, 512. 

Bonchef, gaiety (or perhaps inno- 
cence, purity), 1764. 

•Bone, prayer, request, 327. 

Bone-hostel, lodging, 776. 

•Bonk, bank, height, 511, 700, 
710, 785, 1571. 

•Bonkkes, \ heights, 14, 1562, 

Bonkke^, j 2077. 

Borde, border, 610; hordes (pl.)y 

159. 
•Borde^ = bourde3 (?), jests (?), 

1954. 
•Borelych=burly, huge, strong, 

766, 2148, 2224. 
•Bome=boum, stream, 731, 1570, 

2174. 

i^mysth^"^^^"^'^^^'^^^- 

•Boi3,\ 

Borje, I = burgh, city, castle, 2, 

Bui^, ( 9, 259, 843, 1092. 

Burje,; 



Bot-if, unless, 1782. 
Bot, I bit, wounded, pierced, 426, 
Bote, I 1162, 1562. 
Bothem, bottom, 2145. 
Botoun^, buttons, 220. 
*Boun, \ ready, prompt, obedient, 
Boune, ) 548, 852, 1311, 1693. 
Bour, chamber, 853, 1519. 
♦Bourde, sport, joke, 1409. 
Bourde3, jokes, 1212. 
Bourded, joked, 1217. 
Bourdyng, sb. joke, sport, 1404. 

JJ^^5; jwithout,361,1285,1444. 

*Bo}o,to move, rise, go, 344, 1220. 
Bo^ed (pret. of ho^e), 481, 550, 

1189, 2524. 
Bo3en {pres.pl. of Ime), 434, 1311, 

2077. 
*Bo3es, goes, 2178. 
Bo3e3, boughs, 765, 2077. 
Brace, armour for lie arms, 582. 
Braches, ) hounds, 1142, 1563, 
Brache^, ) 1610. Brache is said 

to signify originally a bitcli 

hound — the feminine of rachej 

a foot-scenting hound (Jam.). 
Brachetes, hoiuids, 1603. 
Brad, roasted, 891. A. S. hrcedan, to 

roast (pret hrcedde; p.p. ge- 

hrced). 
*Bradde, extended, 1928. See 

Braide. 
*Braides, ' 
Braydes, 
Brayde3, , 
Brawden, woven, 177, 580. 
Brawen, | = hraton, or flesh of a 
Brawne, ) wild boar, 1611, 1631. 
Bray, an error for hrath, bold C?), 

1909. 
•Brayde, started, 429 ; threw, 

2377 ; drew, 1399 ; drawn, 

thrown, 2069. 
Brayden, embroidered, 220, 1883. 
Brayn-wod, mad, violent, 286, 

1461, 1580. 



draws, 621, 
1609, 1901. 
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Bredden {pi, prei.) = bred, 

flonriahed, 21. 
*Brede3, bounds, limits, 2071. 

A.S. brerd. 
♦Brem, ) fierce, bold, 1142, 1155, 
Breme, ] 1580, 2200 ; loud, 

shrill, 1601; rugged, 2145. 

bSy' )q^ckly, boldly, 779, 

IZZX) 15^«' 2233, 2319. 
Brende, ) burnt, burnished, 2, 
Brenned, ) 195,832,875,2165. 
Brenne3, bums, 1609. 
♦Brent, high, 2165. 
•Bresed, rough, 305. 
Brether, brethren, 39. 
*Breue, tell, inform, speak, 1393, 

1488. 
Breued, marked, 1436; written, 

2521. 
Britned, broken or cut in pieces, 

2, 680, 1339. 
Britney, breaks, cuts, 1611. A.S. 

bryt-an, to break. 
Bronde, \ sword, 561, 588, 828, 
Bront, ) 1584. 
Bronde}= brands, embers, 2. 
♦Brothe, angry, fierce, 2233. 
•Brothely, an^ily, violently, 2377. 
Brother-hede, brotherhood, 2516. 
Broun, «&. brown (deer), 1162. 
Browe, brow, 1457. 

B^S 1 ^~^'' ^^^' ^^^- 
Bruny, cuirass, 861, 2012, 2018. 

A.S. byrne, 
Brusten, burst, 1166. 
Bryddes, 
Bryddej, 
Brygge, bridge, 779, 781. 
♦Brymme, flood, river, 2172. 
Bugle, 1136. 
Bult, built, 25. 
•Eur, blow, 290, 374, 548, 2322 ; 

force, 2261. 
•Eurdo, lady, 613, 752, 961. 



birds, 166, 509, 746. 



?S5J1^^'^^2,1232,1373. 

•Burde, ought, behoved, 2278, 

2428. 
♦Bum, \ man, knight, noble, 20, 
Bume, j 73, 337. 

B^5h«'^259,272,481. 

Bumyst, 212. 

♦Busk, array, 1220; prepare, 

2248, 2284. 
Busked, went, 1411; prepared, 

1693. 
Busken {pi, pres.), prepare, 509, 

1128. 

bS5!«^^'11^^>1^^«'2476. 

Busk, bush, 182. 
Busk^, bushes, 1437. 
Busy, to be active, 1066. 
Busyly, 68. 
Buttokej, 967. 
Bycome, became, 6. 
Bycomes, becomes, befits, 471. 
Byfome, before, 1375, 1577. 
Byhode, behoved, 717. 
Bykende, commended, 569, 1982. 
Bykennen, commend, 1307. 
Bylde, 509. 
Byled, boiled, 2082. 
Bytoknyng, token, 626. 

Cach, to catch, take, acquire, 133; 

to go, 1794. 
Cacheres=catchers,hunter8,l 1 39. 
Cache3 {pres, tenae of each), 368, 

2175. 
Can {auxiliary vb, of pad tense), 

340, 1042. 
Capados, hood, or close cap, from 

the Fr. cap^os, 186, 572. 
♦Caple, horse, 2175. 
Carande, sorrowing, anxious, 674, 

750. . 
Care, grief, concern, 1979, 2379. 
Camele^, battlements, embrasures, 

801. 
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Caroles, 43. 

Carp, speech, conversation. 

Carp, ) to say, tell, speak, 263, 

Karp, ) 696, 704. 

Carped, told, spoke, 1088. 

Carppe3, tells, speaks, 377, 1979. 

♦Carye^ = cayre^, goes, 2120. 

Cast, to speak, address, 249. 

Castes, deeds, manners, 1295. See 
Costes, 

Caueloun*3 = cauelaciounj, dis- 
putes, 683, 2276. O.Fr. cavel- 
lotion, 

Cemmed = cammed (1), folded, 
twisted, 188. O.E. cam, bent, 
crooked. 

Cercle, circle around the helmet, 
615. 

Chaffer, merchandise, 1647, 1939. 

Chambre, 48. 

Chaplayne, 930. 

Charcole, 875. 

Charg, matter, 1940. 

Charge, vK 863. 

Chargeaunt, dangerous (1), 1604. 

•Charre, return, 1678. 

Charred, led, turned, 850, 1143. 

Charres, business; task, 1674. 

Chastysed, 1143. 

Chauncely, accidentally, 778. 

Chaunsel, 946. 

Chauntre, religious service, 63. 
O.F. chanterie, 

Chefly, ) speedily (1), 850, 883, 

Cheuely, ] 978, 1940. 

Chek, fortune, HOT, 1857. 

Chekke, ill fortune (?), 2195. 

Chemne (= chimney), fire place, 
978. 

Chepe, ) bargain, terms of buying 

Chepo3, ) or selling, or goods 
sold, 1939, 1940, 1941. 

Chepen, to bargain, 1271. 

♦Cher, I countenance, behaviour, 

Chere, ) spirits, 562, 711, 883, 
1745, 2169, 2496; entertain- 
ment, 1259. 



Ches (= chose), perceived, dis- 
cerned, 798, 946. 

♦Cheue, obtain, 1271 ; to arrive, 
1676. 

Cheued, obtained, 1390; came, 63. 

Cheuicaunce, ) booty, gain, 1390, 

Cheuisaunce, y 1406,1678,1939. 

Cheuysaunce, ) O.Fr. cJieuissaTice, 

Cheyer, chair, 875. 

Child-gered, of childish manners, 
86. 

*Chorle, churl, 2107. 

Chosen (the gate), took the way 
930. 

** Towardez Ohartris they ohne thti«e 

cheualrous knyghttez." 
(Morte Arthurs, ed. Halliwell, p. 136.) 

Chylder, children, 280. 

Chymbled, folded (?), 958. Is it 
connected with Eng. chymby 
from Du. himme, rim or edge 
of a vase 1 

Clad, covered, 886. 

Clamberande, clustering, 1722. 

Clambered, clustered, joined to- 
gether, 801. 

Clanly, wholly, 393. 

Clanness, chastity, purity, 653. 

Clatterande (= clattering), bub- 
bling, 731. 

Clattered, resounded, 1722. 

Clayme, 293. 

Clene, fair, 163; wholly, 1298. 

Clenge3 (= clings), contracts, or 
causes to shrink with cold, 506, 
2078. 

Clenged, 16U,pret of Clenge. 

Clepes, calls, 1310. 

Cler, ) fine, fair, bright, beautiful, 

Clere, ) noble, 631, 942, 954, 
1489. 

Clergye, erudition, 2447. 

Clomben, climbed, 2078. 

Close, 186. 

Closet, 934. 

Cloyster, 804. 

*Cofly, quickly, 2011. 
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Colen, to cool, assuage, 1253. 

Com, ) came (pL comen), 116, 

Come, ) 824, 942, 1004. 

ComaiLiide3 (tmp.), commend, 
2411. 

Comly, ) adj. comely, fair, 469, 

Comlych, ) 539 ; used substan- 
tively, 674, 1755 ; usedadverb- 
iaUy, 648, 1307, 1629, 1794. 

Comlyly, courteously, 974, 1118, 
1389. 

Comloker, comelier, 869. 

Comlokest, most comely, 52, 81, 
767. 

Compass, form, stature, 944. 

Compast, 1196. 

Company, 556, 1011. 

Snke,H2455. 

Con, ) an auxiliary vb. (of the 
Conne, ) past tense), 230, 274, 

362, 841, 993, 1206. 
Conne3, knows, 1267, 1483. 
Conable (=convenable), famous, 

or accomplished, 2450. O.Fr. 

covinable. 
Concience, 1196. 
Conquestes, 311. 
Conueyed, 596. 
Conysaunce, badge, cognisance, 

2026. 
•Coprounes, capitals, 797. 
Corbeles, raven's, 1355. 
Comer, 1185. 
Cors, body, 1297. 
Cors, course, 116. 
Corsedest, most cursed, 2196. 
Corsour, 1583. 

Cortays, ) courteous, 276, 467, 
Cortayse, ) 539. 
Cortaysy, ) courtesy, 247, 263 
Cortaysye, j 1300. 
Cortaysly, courteously, 775, 903. 
Cortyn, curtain, 854, 1185. 
Cortyned, 1181. 
Coruon, carved, 797. 
Cosse, kiss, 1300. 



cZ;:)^'^' 2351. 2360. 

Cost, manner, business, 546. 

♦Costes, ) manners, qualities, vir- 

Co8te3, ) tues, 944, 1272, 1483, 

1489,2360,2495; labours, 750. 

IceL Jcostr, habits, character, 

conditions. Ger. kunst, art. 

Co8te3, coasts, 1696. 

Cosyn, 372. 

Cote, 152, 335. 

Cothe, quoth, 776. 

Coun(iue,to conduct, guide, 1972. 
O.Fr. conduire, 

Coundutes, songs, 1655. O.Fr. 
conduia. 

Counseyl, 557. 

Countenaunce, custom, 100, 1490. 

Couples, 1147. 

Cource, 135. 

Couth, ) (= could), knew, 45, 

Couthe, \ 1125, 1139, 1389, 

Cowthe, ) 1486; known, 1 490. 

Couthly, familiarly, 937. 

Couenaunt, 393. 

Couertor, | cover or trapping of 

Couertour, ] a horse, 602 ; cano- 
py of abed, 1181. 

Couertore3, canopies, 855. 

Cowpled, 1139. 

Cowters, pieces of plate for the 
elbows, 583. Fr. coudiSre, la 
partie qui couvre la covde, 

Coynt, I curious, quaint, 877 ; 

Koynt, ) skilful, cunning, 1 525. 

Koyntly, ) 

Co3ed = coughed, 307. 

Crabbed, 502. 

Crafty, skilfully made, 572. 

Crakkande, resounding, loud, 1166. 

Crakkyng, blast, blowing, 116. 

Cresped, crisped, 188. 

Crathayn, craven, coward, 1773. 

" Becum thow cowart crawdoun recry- 
and." (G. Douglas, Vol. ii p. 673.) 
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Crest, top of a rock, 731. 
Creuisse, fissure, cavity, 2183. 
Criande, crying, 1088. 
Croked, bent aside, 663. 

Croys, cross, 643. 
Crystenmas, Christmas, 985. 
Cummen, come, 60, 62. 

Dabato = debate, strife, 2041. 

Dalt, dealt, fared, passed away 
time, 462, 1664, 2449. 

Dalten (pret pi), 1114. 

Daly, to daUy, 1253. 

Dalyaunco, 1012. 

Dar, dare, 287. 

♦Dare, to manifest fear, tremble, 
315, 2258. 

Daunse, 1024. 

Daunsyng, 47. 

♦Dawed ( = dowod), availed, pro- 
fited, 1806. 

Daylyeden, dallied, 1114. 

Daynt(3, 121, 1250. 

Debate, 68. 

Debetande, debating, 2179. 

♦Debonerte, good manners, polite- 
ness. 

5";, s ^'' '''' '''• 

Defence, caution, 1282. 
Dofende, forbidden, 1156. 
Dele, to deal (a blow), 295, 560 ; 

to give, bestow, 1085, 2192; 

to partake, 1968. 
Dele, the devil, 2188. 
Delon (pres.pJ,), deal, 1266. 
Deles, deals, 397. 
Delful, doleful, 660. 
Deliuer, active, nimble, 2343. 
Deliuerly, quickly, 2009. 
Dolyuer, 851. 
Demay, dismay, 470. 
•Deme, to judge, deem, 246, 1322, 

2183. 



Domed, esteemed, judged, deter- 
mined, 240, 1089, 1668. 

Demen ( pres. pL), judge, think 
fit, 1082, 1629. 

Denaye, deny, refuse, 1497. 

Denayed, refused, 1493. 

Dene^, Danish, 2223. 

S:j:Sl;d,j"i«P-*«'l' 620,645. 

Departed, severed, divided, 1335. 

Deprece, release, 1219. 

Depreced, ) vanquished, bore 

Depresed, j down, 6, 1770. 

Dere, deer, beasts of chace, 1161, 
1322. 

Dere, joyful, deUghtful, 92, 1012, 
1026, 1047 j worthy, 47 ; pre- 
cious, costly, 76, 121, 193, 571. 
Used substantively =. worthy, 
noble, honourable (one), 678, 
928. 

•Dere, hurtful, injurious, 664. 

Dered, injured, 1460. 

Derely, joyfully, honourably, 817, 
1031, 1253, 1327, 1559. 

♦Derf, strong, stern, severe, active, 
564, 1000, 1233, 1492. 

♦Derfly, \ quickly, suddenly, 

Deruely, j firmly, 1183, 2334. 

♦Deme, secret, privy, 1012, 1047. 

Demly, secretly, silently, 1188, 
2334. Should we not road de- 
rvly, i.e.y quickly, smartly? 

Derrest, noblest, 445, 483. 

♦Dorue = derf, strong, great, 
658. 

Derworthly, honourably, 114. 

Destines, 564. 

Destyne, 996. 

Deve, to confound, 1286. A.S. 
deafian, Sc. deve, to confound, 
stupefy. 

Deuise, 92. 

Deuys, 617. 

Dew, 619. 

De3e, die, 996. 

Diamauntej, diamonds, 617. 
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♦DUle, dull, foolish, 1529. 
DiBceuer, discover, 1862. 
Discrye, describe, 81. 
Diskouere, 418. 
Dismay, 336. 
Display, 955. 
Displese, 2439. 
Dispoyle, undress, 860. 
Disserue, deserve, 452. 
Disstrye^, destroys, 2375. 
♦Dit, fastened, 1233. 
♦Di3t, pronounce, make, 295 ; 

prepared, dressed, placed, made 

ready, 114, 678, 994, 1559, 

1884, 1223, 1689. 
Do, place, lay, 1492 ; " dos her 

forth'' -=.^00% out, 1308; dos 

(imp.), do thou, 1533. 

-r^ ?^^ I sorrow, torment, 658. 

Dok,'tail, 193. O.N. dockr, 
♦Dole, part, 719. 
*Dom, \ judgment, sentence, 295, 
Dome, \ 1216, 1968. 
Donkande, moistening, damp ; 

from donk, dank, moist, wet. 
Doser, back of a seat, 478. 
♦Doted, became fooHsh, demented, 

1151, 1956. 
Dot3, does, 2211. 

Doute, fear, 246, 442. 
Douteles, 725. 

♦Douth, \ people, nobles, 61, 
Douth, I 1365, 1415, 1956. 
Dowelle, dwell, 566. 
Draueled, slumbered fitfully, 1 750. 
A.S. drSfan, to disturb, trouble. 

" Oidreflyng and dremys qnhat dow 
(avails) it to endite ? 
(G. Douglas, vol. i., p. 447.) 

Dra3e3, draws, 1031. 
Dra^t, drawbridge, 817. 
Drechch, trouble, hurt {not delay, 



as the word sometimes signifies), 
1 972. A.S. drecan, to trouble, 
vex, oppress. See Glossary to 
Hampole. 

Dredles, void of dread, 2334. 

♦Dreped, put to death, 725. 

Dres, to prepare, go, 474. 

Dressed, placed, set, 75, 2033; 
went, rose, 1415, 2009. 

Dresses, I prepares, rises, 417, 

Dresse^, f 445, 566. 

♦Dre^, fierce, bold, 1750; used 
adverbially, 2263. 

♦Dre^ly, vigorously, 1026. 

Driuande, driving, advancing 
quickly, 222. 

Drof, drove, rushed, passed, 786, 
1151, 1176. 

Dronken {pret. pi.), drank, 1025, 
1668. 

Drope, 519. 

Drouping, ) uneasy, fitful slum- 

Drowping, ) ber, 1748, 1750. 
We often meet in O. E. works 
with the phrase "to drovrpe 
and dare" = to be troubled 
and affrighted. O.K driiipr, 
troubled. See Z>M7e in Glossary 
to "Alliterative Poems." 

Dro^en j ^^' ^^®®' ^^^^• 
Dro^t = drought, dryness, 523. 
♦Drury, \ amour, love, love-token, 
Drwrye, ) 1507, 1517, 1805, 

2033, 2449. 
♦Dry^e, endure, suffer, 202, 660. 
♦Dry^e, stem, immovable, 335 ; 

enduring, tough, 724, 1460. 
*Dry3tyn,theLord,724,996,1548. 
♦Dubbed, ornamented, dressed, 

clad, 75, 193,571. 
Dublet, 571. 
♦Dulful, doleful, grievous, 1617. 

iSS' i ^^^^' ^'^^' ^^^' ^^^^• 

Dust, 523. 

Dut, mirth (?), 1020. 



GLOSSARIAL INDEX. 



95 



Dut, ) doubted, feared, 222, 
Dutte, { 784, 2267. 
Du3ty (=doughty), 724 
*Dyn, noise, revelry, 47. 
Dyime3 (=dynge3l), strikes, 2105. 
*Dyiit, blow, stroke, 315, 560, 
2105. 

Dy3t. See Di^t 

Efte, afterwards, 641, 700, 788, 

2388. 
Eft-sone3, ) forthwith, there- 
Efter-sone3, ) after, 1 640, 241 7. 
*Egge, edge, 212. Used for the 

axe itself, 2392. 
Eke, also, 90. 
Elbowe, 184. 
*Elde, age, 844, 1520. 
Elle3, if that, 295. 

^^^ I uncle, 356, 543. A.S.eam. 

*Enbaned, supported (1), 790. 

Enbelyse, to embellish, 1034. 

Enbrauded, 1 embroidered,adom- 

Enbrawded, > ed, 78, 166, 606, 

Enbrawden, ) 856. 

Enclyne, 340. 

Endele3, endless, 629. 

Endite, put (to death), 1600. 

Enfoubled, wrapt up, 959. 

Enker, bright (applied to colour), 
160, 2477. The same root 
enters into O.E. and Sc. enkerly, 
quickly, vigorously. 

*Ennourned, ) adorned, 634, 

Ennumed, ) 2027. 

Enquest, inquiry, 1056. 

Entayled, interwoven, embroider- 
ed, 612. 

Enterlude3, 472. 

Entyse, acquire, 2436. 

Er, ere, before, previously, 92, 
197, 712. 

Erber, the conduit leading to the 
stomach; a hunting term, 1330. | 



Erde,' I "^^^'^ ^^' ^^^' ^^^• 
*Erde3, lands, 1808. 
Erly, 667. 

EmS i ^^^^» 2^^' ^^^' ^^^• 

Ermyn, 881. 

Etayn, giant, 140. A.S. eoten, 

a giant, monster. 
Etayne3, giants, 723. 
Ethe, ask, 379, 2467. 
Ethe, easy, 676. 
Ette, ate, 113. 
Euenden = evenend^ evenly (1), 

perpendicularly (?), 1345. 
Euensong, 932. 
Euesed, entangled, clotted (?), 184. 

Sir F. Madden suggests covered; 

but (1) bordered, from A. S. efese, 

rim, border. 
Eue3, borders, eaves^ 1178. A.S. 

efeae, brim, bank. 
Expoun (= expound) , describe , 

explain, 209, 1506. 

Fade, hostile, 149. Isl. /«c?= 
feud, enmity. S. Saxon, ifaned, 
O.E. ivet, 

Fale, fallow (1>, grassy (1), 728. 

Falle, befaU, happen, 483. 

Falled,belonged,appertained,2243. 

Fallc3, befalls, appertains, 1303, 
1358, 2327. 

Faltered, 430. 

*Fange, take, receive, 391. 

*rannand, waving, flowing, 181. 

Fantoum, phantom, illusion, 240. 

*Farand, goodly, 101. 

Fare, unusual display, entertain- 
ment, 637 ; behaviour, conduct, 
1116, 2386 ; course, path, way, 
694, 1703, 1793; proteeding, 
adventure, 2494; business, 409. 

Faren, gone, 1231. 

*Fare3, goes, journeys, 699; {imp,) 
go ye, 2149. 

Faut, fault, 1651, 2435. 
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lauflj ! f^"!"^^'' «*0' 1761. 
Fawne, to caress, 1919. 
Fawty, faulty, 2382, 2386. 

fSc,' 1 ^' 181- 

Fayly, to fail, 1067. 

rayle3, fails, 278, 455. 

Fayn, glad, joyful, 388, 840, 1067. 

Fayntyse, deceit, cowardice, 2435. 

O.Fr. feintise, faintisej from 

feindre, faindre. 
Fayry^e, enchantment, magic, 240. 

** It was of/ayry, as the people semed." 
(Chaucer's Squyeres Tale.) 

Faythely, certainly, 1636. 

Feble, 354. 

Feersly, 329. 

Fee^, 1622. 

Fela3es, fellows, 1702. 

Fe]a3schyp, fellowship, 652. 

Felde, fold, embrace, 841, 890. 

Cf. /erne = foam. 
*Fele, |many, 122, 239, 428, 
FeUe, ) 1566. 
Fele-fold, manifold, 1545. 
Fele-kyn, many kinds of, 890. 
Feler, more, greater, 1391. 
FeUe, hill, moor, 723. O.N.j^aZ?. 
FeUe, befeU, 1588. 
FeUe, skin, hide, 943, 1359, 1944. 
*Felle, fierce, bold, furious, 291, 

847, 874. Used substantively, 

1585. 
Fellely, ) fiercely, cruelly, boldly, 
FeUy, I 2302. 
Felle3, skins, 880, 1737. 
Femed, foamed, 1572. 
*Ferde, fear, 2130, 2272. 
Ferde, ferden = proceeded, acted, 

149, 703,1282,1433. Seei^are. 
Ferde, feared, afraid, 1295, 1588, 

2382. 
Fere, undaunted ; literally, whole, 

sound, 103. Dan./or. O.'N.fcerr, 
^Fere, a companion, 676, 695, 915, 

2411 ; iw-/ere = together, in 

company, 267. 



Fere3, companions, 594. 

*Ferk, to proceed, ride, 1072, 

1973. 
Ferked, ran, 2173. 

*Ferly, wonder, marvel, 716, 
2414. 

Ferly, i wondrous, wondrously, 

Ferlyly, ) 388, 741, 766, 1694, 
2494. 

Ferlyes, marvels, 23. 

Fermysoun, a hunting term, ap- 
plied to the time in which the 
male deer were closed^ or not 
allowed to be killed, 1156. 

Ferre, afar, 1093. 

Fersly, brightly, 832. 

Ferum, afar. See On-ferum. 

Fest, secured, fastened, 2347. 

Festned, fastened, 1783. 

Feted, behaved, acted, 1282. 

*Fetled, joined, 656. 

Fetly, featly, 1758. 

Fette, fetched, brought, 1084. 

Fetures, 145. 

Feye, dead, 1067. Sc. fey. IceL 
feigVf fated. 

" It is playnly your porpos to put yon 

to dethe, 
"With suche lyndes to fight till ye fav 

worthe."— (T. B. 1. 698.) 

Fe3t, fight, 717. 
Fe3tyng, fighting, 267. 
*Fndore, goldthread, 189. 
Fire = fere (?) = fear, 1304. 
Firre, ) further, moreover, 378, 
Fyrre, } 411, 1105, 2121. 
First, early, youthful, 54. 
Flat, ground, field, 507. 
Fla3, ) flew, fled, 459, 2274, 
Fla3e, ] 2276. 

Flet, ) floor (originally applied 
Flette, I to the hall itself. See 

Eomance of Alexander, ed. 

Stevenson, L 821), 294, 568, 

832, 859, 1374, 1653, 1925. 

AKflett 
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*Flcto, flettod, flew, 1566. 

rione, arrow, 1161. A.S.fld7U 

Flonc3, arrows, 1666. 

Flosche, flood, pool, marsh, 1430. 
0. Sc. flous8. " Plascho or 
flaschcy where reyne watyr 
stondythe, torrons, lacuna." 
(Prompt. Parv.) 

Flo ten, removed, 714. 

Flynt, 469. 

Fly3e, fly, 624. 

Fly3es, flies, 166. 

Fnast, to breathe hard, 1687. 
A.S. fiUBsty a puff", blast. 
" Hwan ^m him hauede faste bounden, 
And si^en in an eld cloth wnden 
A keuel of clutes, ful, unwrasto, 
pat he no mouthe speke ne fhaste, 
Hwere ho wolde him here or lede.** 

(Havelok, ed. Skeat, 1. 548.) 

Fnasted, breathed hard, 1702. 
Foch, fetch, 396. 
F''ochche3, fetches, 1961. 

Folde' ! ®^^' ^^' 196,396,422. 
Folden, folded, 969; plighted, 

1783. 
Folde^ {imp,) J grant thou, 369 ; 

(pres.) accords, 499. 
Fole, foal, 173, 459. 
Fole, fool, 1545. 
Foly, foolishly, 324. 
Fol3ande = following, suitable, 

145, 859. 
Fol3ed, foUowed, 1895. 
Fol3es, foUows, 1164. 
*Fonde, to try, endeavour, 291, 

665, 986 ; might find, 1876. 
Fondet, ) attempted, proved. 
Founded, ) 1549, 2126, 2130. 
•Fonge, to take, receive, 816, 
. 1556, 1622 ; (pret) 646, 1316, 

1363. 

ronSd,l(^-^-)^^^>^i^>i3i^^ 

Fongen, took, 1266. 

Foo =: Northumbrian/a, bad, vile, 
hence rugged, rough, 1430, 
2326. A.S./a^, hostile. SirF. 



Madden suggests large, largely. 

In the Cursor Muiidty vol. 48, 

fa is applied to clothing. 
For, because, 268 ; before (1), 966, 

1822. 
For-be = for-by, surpassing, 662. 
Forde3, fords, 699. 
Forfaren, destroyed, 1896. 
*Forferde, destroyed, killed, 1 61 T. 
Forlancyng, cutting off, 1334. 
Forlonde3, 699. 
*Forme,beginning, 499; foremost, 

2373. 

Fome, formerly (1), 2422. 

For-olde, became very old, 1440. 

Forsake, to deny, 475. 

Forsness, vigour, strength, 646. 

Forsoke, denied, 1826. 

•Forst, frost, 1694. 

♦Forth,) „ , , 

* ' ^«ssage, ford, stream, 

1586, 1617, 2173. 



Forthe, 
For3^ 



rau, ir 
rth,^ 
he, 5- 

\y ) 



*For-thi, ) therefore, 27, 240, 283, 
For-thy, ) 455. 
♦Forward, \ covenant, 1106, 

Forwarde, ) 1395, 1636. 
Forwarde3 (jp?.), covenants, 378, 

409, 1405. 
For-wondred, astonished, 1660. 
For3ate, forgot, 1472. 
For-3elde, requite, 839, 1279, 

1535. See ^elde. 
Fote3, feet, 574. 
Fotte, fetch, 451. 
Founded, came, 267. 
*Founde3, goes, 1686, 2229. 
Fourche3, a hunting term, applied 

to the forks or haunches of the 

deer, 1367. 

"And after the ragge-boon kytteth 

euyn also. 
The f orchis and the sydes euyn by- 

twene, 
And loke that your knyues ay whottyd 

bene; 
Thenne tume vp the/orcAw, and froto 

theym wyth blood, 
Fortosauegrece; so doo men of good." 
(Boke of St. Alban's, 1496.) 
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•Ft-, r.:^ jk^rr. Iff. 

•F.-ijA. , v: tek. s^:k. *(»5« ; (Irf 

Fn V^r^ . iiiirl Sf 4, 391. 1 395 ; 

FnTsTtJ^L • tr:-»l.pM'T<:^i, 1679. 

FrfcVi5^^. Arkf^s^ 4W ; trie*, 5(»3. 

Fr¥::zi' 12*. # fruiknev. liberal- 

Fn.:zi!iT-.e. • iir, 6o2, 126*. 

•FriTn. V> «*k, **9. 

FriT^Kii. ll^kt.l 339. 703. 1046. 

•F.4. ir-Ke, 101. 847, 1156, 
1*^<?». 19t«l. Usol substan- 
liTrlv. 1.^45, 1549. 1783. 

•F>k-! min. warri^.r, 149, 196, 
241, 651. 

J'^I^'^'men,703, ^40, 1172. 

Frvkej, man's, 537. 
Fivly, noble, 816, 894. 
Frfmtf*lly, as a stranger, 714. A.S. 

fn-medy foreign, alien, strange. 
Frenges, fringes, 598. 
Fn-nkysch, French (?), frank (?), 

jocular (?), 1110. Does not 

frenky^h /ar^ = extraordinary 

conduct ? 

** In faith, Noe, I had as lief thou had 
sloped, for all thy frankiah fare. 
For I will not doe after thy red.*' 

(Chester Mysteries.) 

Fres, froze, 728. 

Frescbo (meat), 122. 

Freschly, quickly, 1294. 

♦Frithe, ) anenclosedwood,1430, 

Frythe, j 1973, 2151. 

Frytbe^, woods, 695. 

•Fro, from (the time that), 8, 62 ; 

from, 1336. 
Frote, rub, 1919. 
Frounses,wrinkles,contract8,2306. 
Frount, forehead, 959. 

. (=:fulfien), to help, aid, 
^ A.fulgtan, to help. 



found, 396, 640. 
. hand, 391. 



Fute, I (= feut) track of a fox or 

Fuyt, ) beast of chace by the 
odour, 1425. ^'Fetofe, vesti- 
gium." (Prompt Parv.) 

Fych, fix, 396. 

Fyched, fixed, 658. 

■ Fy ked, shrank, was troubled, 2274. 

'! Is this the root oificMe, A.S. 
, jiciA^ deceitful, originally waver- 
ing. 
Fyled, ground, 2225. 
♦Fvlvole^, round towers, 796. 

■ Fyile, fulfil, 1405, 1934. 

' Fylor, grindstone (1), 2225. 

♦Fvlt^T, contend, join in contest, 
986. 

Fynde = fyned = ended (?), 600. 

Fyne, perfect, unconditional, 1 239. 

Fynisment, end, finish, 499. 

Fynly, whoUy(]), 1391. 

Fyrre, moreover, 2121. 

Fyske^, runs, 1704. A.S.fy»ian, 
fysan, to hasten, rush. 

ry3ed, were fair (1), 796. A.S. 
fafgr,{air, Does/j/3e<i=uiiited, 
extended, from A.S. gefeg^ 
union ? fegan^ to join, fit. 

oin; ] 'P^^' S^^' ^^^• 

Gamncs, ) . -lo-ir. 

Gamne^; | S^^«' «P^^' l^^^- 
*Gart, caused, 2460. 
Gargulun, part of the inwards of 

a deer, apparently included in 

the numble», 1335, 1340. 
Garysoun (=warisoun), treasure, 

reward, 1225, 1807, 1837. Fr. 

garison. 
Garytej, watch towers, 791. 
Gast = aghast, afraid, 325. 
Gate, way, road, path, 696, 778, 

930. 
Gates, roads, ways, 709. 
Gaudi = gaude (t) = ornament (f ), 

167. 
Gray, I an epithet uaed substan- 
Gaye, I lively, and applied to 
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both soxes, 970, 1216, 1822, 

2035. 
Gayly, 598. 
♦Gayn, to befit, 584. 
Gayn, serviceable, 178; fit, proper, 

1241. 
Gayn, promptly, quickly, 1G21. 
Ga}Tiest, nearest, speediest, 1973. 
Gaynly, fitly, promptly, 476, 

1297. 
Gederes, gathers, 421, 777. 
Get; gave, 370, 668, 2349. 
Gcntylo, pleasant, 1022. 
*Goro, armour, 569, 584. 
Gered, arrayed, dressed, 86, 179, 

957, 2227; disposed, 791 j made, 

fashioned, 1832. 
Gere^, apparel, 1470. 
•Gore3, vb, arrays, 1872. 
Geseme,) axe, 288, 326, 375, 
Giserne, J 2265. O.Yt, gisarme. 
Get, booty, gain, 1638. 
Geten, got, 1171, 1625. 
Gif, to give, 288, 365. 
Glade, to gladden, 989. 
Gladloker, gladlier, 1064. 
•Glam, talk, conver8ation,clamour, 

1426, 1652. 
♦Glauerande, noisy, yelping, 1426. 
Glaumande, noisy, riotous, 46. 

See Glam. 
Gle, 46. 
Glede, burning coal, ember, 1609. 

A.S. gJecL 
Gleme, 598. 
Glemered, glimmered, gleamed, 

172. 
*Glent, glance, 1290. 
*Glent, glanced, looked, 82, 476 ; 

shone, 172, 569, 604; brighten- 
ed, started up, 1652; shrank, 

2290. 
Glod = glided, came, 661. 
Glode = clod (?), clump, hillock, 

tuft (?), 2266. 
Glodes, pi. of Glode, 2181. 
Gloue3, 583. 
♦Glyfte, looked, 2265. 



" Sir Gawayno gl^es on the gome 
with a glade wiUe.*' 

(Morte Arthure, p. 211.) 

•Gly^t, looked, 842, 970. 
Goande, walking, 2214. 

GoutUv U^^^^y* courteously, 

goSch,) 273,584,1933. 

Gog, a corruption of God, 390. 

*Gomen, game, sport, 273, 661, 
1014, 1376. 

Gomenly, playfully, 1079. 

"i^Gomnes, ) games, 495, 683, 

Gomne^, ) 1894. 

*Gopnyng= glopnyng= affright. 

*Gorde, p.p. gird, 1851. 

Gorde3, stnkes, spurs, 2062. 

Gorger=gorget, wrapper or cover- 
ing for the throat, 957. 

Gost, spirit, life, 2250. 

Gostlych, ghostly, 2461. 

Got}, goes, 375, 1293 ; (mj?.) 
2119. 

Goulej, I gules, 619, 663. O.Fr. 

Gowle}, J gide. 

Gracios, gracious, fair, beautiful, 
216. 

Grant-merci, ) gramercy,thank8, 

Graunt-mercy, ) 838,1037,1392. 

Grattest, greatest, 207, 1441. 

Gray, adj. 82. 

Grayes, becomes gray, 527. 

Grayn, 211. 

♦Grayth, j ready, preiwrod^ 

Graythe, ) prompt, 448, 597, 
2047. 

Graythed, arrayed, dressed, pre- 
pared, 74, 109, 666, 876, 2259. 

Graythely, readily, speedily, 417, 
876, 1006, 1335; willingly, 
1 470 ; steadfastiy, firmly, 2292. 

*Graythe3,makesready,goos,2014 

Grece, 425. 

*Grem,| anger, 312, 2370; mis- 

Greme, ) ♦chief, 2251 ; dis- 
pleasing, 1507. 

Grenne = grin, make game, 464 ; 
A.S. grennian. 
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J;""^' [ grass, 235, 2181. 

IJrvu gTwt«?a. acci^ted, 842, 1933. 
Imto = gn>at (out-s), 2490. 
GMe, crv, weep, 2157. A.S. 

Grviu\ grx-kve, copse, 1355, 1707, 
K<i>8, 1974. 

,, ^ iirrvnes, 20 1, 508. 

itrviu;, jjTwives, leg-annour, 575. 
Gr\>mo (= groom), man, knight, 

Ii.mHk 
Grvniytnl, gnmted as a wild boar. 

A.S. 'irtinian. to groan. 
•Vtniohvnj. displeasing, mis- 

Ukini. 2l2t». 
•i^,nvo--grt\ \i-iU, 2251. 
Gr\tsl. ir\'mMoil, w;\s troubled, 

a-iitatt^l. 2370. O.ILG. (fntetiy 

to tVvl horror. A.S, f/ryre, hor- 

r\>r. torrx^r. 
•llrvunuo, sharp, 413; cruel, 

22i»0. 
•itrviulol. angry, wroth, fierce, 

23ov<. 
Gr^•ndo^lavk, anger, fierceness, 

:U2. 
Gryndolly, wrathfuUy, 2299. 
Grv'udolston, grindstone, 2202. 
GryiK^d, gnv^ptnl, 421, 1335. 
Giini, gini, 588. 
CJyld, gilded, 5G9. 
•CJyng, assembly, 224. 
•Gyrde^, strikes, spurs, 2160. 



have, hast, 327, 462, 
626, 1252. 



HablH>, 
lljibln^s, 

HrtblH^^, 

Hadet=halet(?)= haled (1), 681. 

See Haled, 
1 Inlawed, hallowed, 1723. 
•llalco=halse, nock, 427. 

embraced, S139 ; looped, 
I, 185, 218, 657, 1852. 
uBtens, 1613. 
lold, 1125. 



Halden, held, 124; obliged, bound, 
1040, 1828; esteemed, 1297. 

Haldes, \ holds, 53, 627 ; jour- 

Halde^, ) neys, 698. 

♦Haled, rushed, 458 ; rose, 788 ; 
pulled, hauled, 1338; shot, dis- 
charged, 1455 ; trimmed, 157 ; 
gone, 1049. 

Hales, drives, rushes, 136. 

Half, behalf, 2149. 

Hahdaye^, festivals, 1049. 

Hahne, handle, 218, 330, 2224. 

Halowyng, 1602. 

^^^' j neck, 621, 1353, 1639. 

Halt, held, 2079. 

Halue, behalf, 326, 692, 2119 ; 
side, 742, 1552 ; sides, 2070, 
2165. 

Halydam,reliques of the saints (?), 
or the sacrament (1), 2123. 

♦Hahes, saints, 2122. 

Hamloune^, crosses, winds, a hunt- 
ing term, used of the wiles of 
the fox, 1708. 

Han {pi,), have, 23, 1089, 2093. 

HanseUe, specimen, first occur- 
rence, 491. 0. N. hmidsdy stipu- 
latio manufactu. 

♦Hap, fortune, 48; ^^hap vpon 
^e3c"=good fortune every- 
where. Sir F. Madden thinks 
that it is somewhat equivalent 
to haphazard, 

Hapnest, most fortunate, 56. 

♦Happe, cover, enclose, 1224. 

Happed, fastened, 655 ; wrapped, 
864. 



S^yJ^9.3n. 



See 



Harled, drawn, trailed, 744. 

Haled. 
Hamays, 590. 
Hamayst, 592. 
Hasel, 744. 

Haspe, chain, fastening, 1233. 
♦Hasped, clasped, closed, 281, 

590, 831. T. B. L 367. 
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♦Ilasppe^, clasps, 1388. 

Hastlette3, part of the inwards of 
a wild boar, 1612. In modem 
writers it is spelt harslets, haslets. 

•Hat, \ am named, 253, 381, 

Hatte, ) 2445 ; is caUed, 10. 

•Hatliel, an adjective used sub- 
stantively to denote a noble 
person, knight, or warrior, 221, 
234, 256, 656, 844; appHed 
to God, 2056 ; to an attendant, 
2065. 

Hatheles, ) nobles, men, etc., 829, 

Hathole^, ) 895, 949, 1138, 
1602. 

Hattes, art named, 379, 401. 

Haubergho, ) hauberk, cuirass, 

Hawbergh, ( 203, 268. 

Haunches, 2032. 

Hawtesse, nobility, power, 2454. 

Hay ! exclamation or cry of the 
hunters, 1158, 1445. 

•Hay Ice, embrace, salute, 2493. 

•Haylsed, saluted, 223, 810, 829. 

Haylses, salutes, 972. 

•Ha^er, more noble, fitter, 352. 

Ha3er = precious (]), 1738. 

Ha3-thorne, hawthorn, 744. 

Hodle3, headless, 438. 

•Hef, heaved, hove, raised, 826, 
1587 ; was elated, 120. 

Hegge^, hedges, 1708. 

•Heldande, bowing, inclining, 
972, 1104. 

Helden, to ride, follow, 1692 j 
went, rode, 1922. 

Helder, more, in a greater degree ; 
'' nmer-the-holder;' 376, 430. 
A word still preserved in Lan- 
cashire and the North. O.N. 
helldur. 

Heldet, set, went down, 1321; 
moved, went back, 2331. 

Helme, 203, 268. 

Hem, them, 862. 

Home = hemme (?) = hem (1), 
skirt 0), 157. Sir F. Madden 
suggests close, tight. 



Hemely, secretly, closely, 1882. 

Dan. hemmelig, 
•Hende, fair, courteous, 108, 405, 

467, 647, 896, 1104, 1731; 

used substantively, 827, 946, 

1252, 1813, 2330. 
•Hendelayk, courtesy, 1228. 
Hendest, fairest, 26. 
Hendly, \ fairly, courteously, 
Hendely, ) weU, 773, 829, 895, 

1228. 
Heng, )hang, 476, 478, 732, 
Henge, ] 1345. 
Henges, hangs, 182. 
Henne, hence, 1078. A.S. hetmn. 
•Hent, take, receive, 827 ; (pret.) 

took, 864, 983, 2277, 2317; 

(p,p,) 2323, 2484. 
Hentes, takes, 605. 

g^^ j their, 54, 120, 428. 

Herande, hearing, 450. 

Herber, lodging,- 755, 812. A.S. 
hereberga, 

Herber, to lodge, 805. 

Herbered, lodged, 2481. 

•Here, host, army, assembly, 59, 
2271. 

Here, hair, 180, 436 ; bristles, 
1587. 

•Here, to praise, 1634. 

Hered-men, courtiers, nobles, 302. 
AS. hired, a royal household, 
a court, assembly. 

Herle, twist, fiUet, 190. 

Herre, higher, 333. T. B. 1. 1102. 

Hersum, attentive, and hence de- 
vout, 932. A.S. hyrsurriy obe- 
dient. 

Heruest, 521. 

Hest, order, bidding, 1039, 1090, 
1092. 

•Hete, to promise, 2121. 

•Heterly, \ violently, strongly, 

Hetterly, ) 1152, 1446, 1462, 
1587, 2311 ; quickly, suddenly, 
2291, 2317. 

Hetes, promises, 1525. 
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♦Hethen, hence, 1794, 1879. 
•Ilette, promised, 450. 
Hette3, promisedest, 448. 

Heuy, ! ^^^y' 289' ^^6. 
•Heuen, raise, 1346. 
HeiKjned, raised, 349. 
Heuen-ryche, heaven, 2423. 
Hewen, forged, 211. 
Hewes, colours, 1761. 
He3, ) high, 48, 222, 593; noble, 
Ile^e, ( 812, 831 ; important, 

1051 ; used adverbially, 1417. 
IIe3ly, devoutly, 765, 773 ; highly, 

greatly, 949 ; quickly, 983. 
He3t, height, 788. 
Hider, hither, 264. 
Hi3ed, hastened, 826, 1162. See 

Hit, it, joined to a plural noun, 

280, 1251. 
Hi3e, i noble, 120 ;loud, 307, 468, 
Hy3C, j 1166, 1602; taU, 1154; 

used substantively for heights, 

high grounds, 1152, 1169,2004. 
Hi3hch, noble, admirable, 183. 
Hi3tly, fitly, 1612. A.S. hyhtltce, 

gladly, diligently. 
Ho, she, 934, 948, 1001. 

Sod;,h^«^> 1^5' 2297. 

Hoge, huge, 208, 743. 

■^^^' ^ whole, entu-e, 1 338, 1 406, 
1613, 2296. 



Hole, 

Holle, 

♦Holde, castle, mansion, 771. 

Holde, faithfully, 2129. A.S. 

held. Germ, hold, 
Holdely, faithfully, carefully, 

1875, 2016. 
Holly, whoUy, 1049, 1257. 
Holsumly, comfortably, 1731. 

™J j forest, 742, 1677, 1697. 

Holte3, forests, 1320. 
Holyn-bobbe, hoUy-bough, 206. 
H0I3, hoUow, 2182. 
Hom, them, 99, 819, 979, 984. 



Homered, hammered, 8truck,231 1. 

Homes, abodes, dwellings, 12. - 

Honde-selle, gift, 66. See Hansdle. 

Hondele, handle, use, 289. 

Hone, delay, 1286. 

Hoo, stop, 2330. 

Hope, thmk, trust, 140, 362, 395, 

2301. 
Hor, their, 130, 1014, 1127, 1139. 
Hore, hoary, 743. 
Hose, 157. 
Hostel, dwelling, inn, 805. O.Fr. 

hosteil. 
♦Houed, tarred, 785, 2168. 
Houes, hoofs, 459. 
Ho3es, houghs, 1357. A.S. hoh, 
Hult, hilt, 1694. 
Hunt, hunter, huntsman, 1422, 

1701. 
Huntes, hunters, 1147, 1604, 

1910. 
Hwe, hue, colour, complexion, 

147, 234. 
Hwen, how, cut, 1346. 

g^^«; j hues, 707, 867, 1738. 

Hyghe ! | a shout or exclamation 

Hy3e ! ) of the hunters, 1445. 

Hy3, 8b, high, 302. 

Hy3, vh, hasten, 299, 2121. 

Hy3, sh. haste, 246. 

Hy3e, noble, etc. See Hi^e. 

Hy3en, hasten, 1910. 

^'^^^ I hastens, 621,1351,1462. 

*Hy3t', promised, 1966, 2218. 
Hyjt, height, stature, 332. 

Iche, each, 126, 1811. 

He, 7, 698. 

Ilk, ) same, 24, 1062, 1256, 

like, j 1386. 

♦Hyche, alike, 44. 

Innogh, V 

J^^;>g^«' enough, 77, 219, 404, 
£03';, 514,1401,1948. 

Innowe, / 
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Inwyth, within, 1055. 
♦Irked, were fatigued, tired, 1573. 
*I-wis, ) truly, certainly, 252, 
I-wyis, i- 264, 1035, 1065, 
I-wyisse, ) 1226, 1230, 1276, 

U87. 
*Iape^, jokes, jests, 542, 1957. 
lentyle, gentle, of noble birth or 

breeding, 542. 
loly, 86. 
lolyly, gaily, 42. 
loparde, 97. 
loyfnes, youth, 86. 
lusted, 42. 
lustyng, 97. 

♦Kachande, catching, rjining up, 

1581. 
Kanel, collar, neck, 2298. 
Kauolacioun, strife, 2275. See 

Cauelowi^. 
Kay, left, 422. O.Dan, kay, TceL 
*Ka3rre, to journey, depart, 1048, 

1670. 
Kay red, turned, returned, 43. 
*Ka3t, I took, received, 643, 
Ka3ten, ) 1118. 
*Kende= kenned, taught, 1489. 
Kene, bold, bravo, 321 ; active, 

482. 
Kenel, 1140. 
Kenet, hound, 1701. 
Kenly, quickly, 1048. 
Kenne = bikenne = commend, 

2067. 
•Kennes, teaches, 1484. 
Kepe, care, heed, 546. 
Kepe, to heed, or meet in a hostile 

way, 307 ; take heed, 372. 
Kerchofes, kerchiefs, covering for 

the head, 954. 
Kerre, rock, 1431. A.S. carr. 
♦Kest, chance, blow (?), 2298; 

twist, knot, 2376 ; stratagem, 

2413. 
Kest, raised, 64 ; cast, 228, 1192, 

1355 ; thought, formed a plan, 

1855 j sot, appointed, 2242. 



Kesten, cast, 1649. 

♦Keuer, to arrive, accomplish, 750, 

804; gain, 1221, 1254; recover, 

2298. 
Keuered, recovered, 1755. 
Keuere3, obtains, brings, 1539 ; 

descends, 2221. 
Kjiaged, nailed, riveted, 577. Sw. 

naggay to prick. 
Knape, a man, 2136. A.S. cnapa, 
Knarre, rock, cliff, 1434. Dan. 

knorty a knuVy knob. O.Dutch 

knorre (tuber), 
Knarre3 = rocks, 721, 2166. 
Knawen, know, 133. 
Knitten, joined, 1331. 
Knokled, with craggy projections, 

rugged, 2166. Du. knoke^ a 

knot in a tree. Ger. hiocJiel, a 

knuckUy knot. 
Knomed, rugged, 2166. Sw. 

knorlay to twist, curl. 
Knot, a hunting term, borrowed 

from and used as the French 

noeudy 1334. 
Knot, crag, 1431, 1434. 
Knote^, kciobs, rivets, ^1, 
Knotte, 188, 194. 
Knyt, made, 1642. 
•Koyntyse, cunning, 2447. 
Kowarde, 2131. 

*Kyd, I known, renowned, 51, 
Kydde, j 263, 1520 ; directed, 

755; shewed, manifested, 2340. 
Kyn, kind, 890. 
Kynnes, kinds, 1886. 
Kynde, lineage, race, 5 ; nature, 

disposition, reason, 321, 1348. 
Kynde, suitable, 473. 
Kyndely, suitably, 135. 
Kyrf, cut, blow, 372. A.S. cyrf, 
Kyrk, church, 2196. 
*Kyrtel, tunic, gown, 1831, 
♦Kyth, \ country, land, territory, 
Kythe, ) kingdom, 460, 2120. 

*Lach, to take, receive, accept, 
234, 292, 1502, 1676. 
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Lachen (pi), take, 1027, 1131. 

J V * f takes, receives, 595, 

T ?^l' I 936, 1029. 
Lacncne3, ) * 

Lachet, clasp, tie, 591. 

Lad, led, 947. 

Lade, lady, 1810. 

Laft (=:left), granted, delivered, 

369. 
Lag=lagh=law = low(1), 1729. 
Laght. See La^t, 
♦Lance, I ride forth (]), 1175; 
Launce, j teU, 2124. 
Lanced, rode, 1561 ; uttered, 

threwout, 1766, 1212. 
Lancen, fall quickly, drop off, 

626. 
Langaberde, Lombards, 12. 
Lante, lent, gave, 2250. 
♦Lappe, lappet, hem, 936. 
Lapped, wrapped, folded, 217,575. 
♦Lappe^, embraces, 973. 
Lappe3, flaps, 1350. 
Larges, ) lilDerality, 2381; large- 
Largesse, j ness, 1627. 
Lasse, less, 87. 
Lassen, to lessen, 1800. 
♦Lathe, injury, harm, 2507. 
♦Lathed, invited, 2403. Sir F. 

Madden says it is " perhaps a 

form of lo^edy laughed." 
Launced. See Lanced, 
♦Launde, clear level space in a 

wood, plain, lawn, 765, 2146, 

2154, 2174, 2333. 
Lausen, to loose, 1784. 
♦Lawe, mount, hill, 765, 2171, 

2175. 
Lawe, manner (?), 790. 
Lawse3, looses, 2376. 
♦Layk, sport, game, 1023, 1125, 

1513. 
Layke, to sport, play, 1111. 
Layked, sported, played, 1554, 

1560. 
Layke^, sb, sports, 262. 
Layke^, vh, plays, sports, 1178. 
Laykyng, sport, playing, 472. 



♦Layne, to conceal, keep secrect, 
1863, 2124, 2128; (imp.) 1786. 
Layt, lightning, 199. 
♦Layt, to look, seek, 411, 449. 
Laytes, seeks, 355. 
La3ande,laughing,988, 1 068, 1212. 

L^ek, I ^^^^ ^^2, 464, 2514. 

La3ed, laughed, 69, 909, 1079. 

J:^S j l-^gH 316, 1479. 

La3t, took, caught, received, 328, 
433, 667, 1830, 2449 ; taken, 
received, 156, 971, 2507; 
caught, 433. 

La3ter, laugh, laughter, 1217. 

La3yng, laughing, 1954. 

^g^ j lea, land, plain, 849, 1893. 

Ledande, leading, 1894. 

♦Lede, man, person, 98, 540, 1063, 

1195, 2095 ; people, folk, 258 ; 

land, territory, 833, 1113. 
Lede3, men, 38, 126, 679, 1231. 
♦Lef, dear, agreeable, 909, 1111, 

1924. 
Legge, liege, 4. 
Leke, fastened, encircled, 1830. 

O.Sw. h/cka. 
Lei, ) loyal, faithful, 35, 1513, 
Lele, ) 1516. 
Lelely, loyally, faithfully, 449, 

1863, 2124. 
♦Lemand, ) gleaming, shining, 
Lemande, ( 485, 1119. 
Lemed, shone, gleamed, 591, 

1137, 2010. 
Lemman, mistress, 1781. A.S. 

leof-man, 
♦Lende, to dwell, tarry, contimie, 

1100, 1499. 
♦Leng, ) to dwell, carry, remain, 
Lenge, ) 411, 254, 1068. 
Lenge, long, 88, 
Lenged, dwelt, tarried, 1194 

1299, 1683. 

LengS ) d^^ll«'^"^«s,536,693. 
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♦Lent, remained, sate, was star 
tioned, 1002, 2440; occupied, 
1319. See Lende, 

Lenthe, length, 1231. 

Lentoun, Lent, 502. 

♦Lere, countenance, 318, 418. 

♦Lere, loss, 1109 ; " lere other bet- 
ter "= " loss or gain." SirF. Mad- 
den suggests " to teach" as the 
rendering of lere. 

*Leso, to lose, 2142. 

Lested, lasted, 805. 

Let, caused, 1084 ; ^*let noty" was 
not ahle, 1733. 

Lete, to look, 1206; appeared, 
1281; feigned, acted, 1190, 
1201, 2267. A.S. Men, to 
pretend. 

•Lethe, to depress, moderate, 
2438. 

Lether, skin, 1360. 

Lette, hindrance, 2142. 

Lette, to stop, tarry, 2303. 

Letted, hindered, 1672. 

Lette3 (be), leave off, 1840. 

Lettrure, science, 1513. 

♦Leude, ) man, knight, 133, 232, 

Lude, f 449, 675, 851, 908, 
1109; territory, land, 1124. 

Leudes, man's, 2449. 

Leude3, men, 849, 1023, 1413. 
See Lede. 

Leudle^, companionless, 693. 

Leue, Hve, 1035. 

Leue, believe, 2421, 1784, 2128. 

*Leue, dear, beloved, 1133, 2054. 

Leuer, rather, liefer, 1251 ; dearer, 
1782. 

Leu est, dearest, most precious, 49, 
1802. 

♦Lewd, } ignorant, unlearned, 

Lewed, ] 1528. 

Lcwte, loyalty, faith, 2366, 2381. 

Le3, lay, 2006. 

Le3ten, took, 1410. See La^t 

Liflod, living, livelihood, 133. 



Like, please, 87. 
List, pleasure (1), 1719. 
•Litherne^, fierceness, 1627. 
*Lode, guidance, 969 ; conduct, 

behaviour, 1284. 
Lodly= loudly (?), 1634. 
*Lodly, uncourteously, 1772. 
Lofden (pret.pL), loved, 21. 

^^^^ j chamber, 1096, 1676. 

Loke, preserve, 2239. 

Loken, secured, fastened, enclosed, 

35, 765, 2487. 
Lokke^, looks, 419. 
•Lome, tool, axe, 2309. 
Longed, belonged, appertained, 

1524, 2515. 
Longe^, belongs, 2381. 
Longynge, regret, trouble, 540. 
Lopen, leapt, 1413. 
Lore, learning, skill, 665. 
Lortschyp, lordship, 849. 
Los, ) renown, famed, 258, 1528. 
Lose, ) Fr. los. 
•Lote, sound, word, and hence 

noise, mirth, gest, 119, 1623, 

1917, 2211. 
•Lote, feature, aspect, gesture, 

639. 
*Lote3, words, 988, 1086, 1116, 

1399, 1954. Sir F. Madden 

thinks that lote is connected 

with French losterie, badinage. 
Lothe, unwillingness, 127; loath, 

unwilling, 1578. 
Louked, fastened, looped, 217. 

L^^T I ^°^^' ^^^' ^^^'^• 

Loupe, loop-hole in a castle, 792. 

•Lout, ) to bow down, bend to, 

Loute, j 248. 

Loutes, ] descends, 833, 933 ; 

Loute3, i stoops,bends,l 306,1 504. 

Louue, for louie (]), or loune (= 
lovne)y praise, 1256. 

Louelych, lovingly, 1410. 

Loueloker, lovelier; used substan- 
tively = the fairer one, 973. 
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Louelokest^ 52. 
Louied, loved, 87, 702. 
Louy, love, 1795. 

^^y^ 1 loves, 2099, 2468. 
Louies, ) * ' 

♦Lowande, shining, 26 ; conspicu- 
ous, 679, 868. C£ O.E. low, a 
flame, light. 

Lowe, quiet, secret, 1399. 

\^^^^ { low, 302, 1040, 1170. 

Lo^e, laughed, 2389. 

Lo^ly, lowly, humbly, 851,1960. 

Lude. See Lede and Leitde. 

Luf, love, pleasure, 1086, 1284, 
1524. 

Luf-lajyng = luf-laughing = amor- 
ous play, 1777. 

Lufly, ) a</;. lovely, fair, comely, 

Luflych, ) agreeable, amiable, 
38, 575, 792, 868, 981, 1469, 
1480, 1657, 1757 ; adv. court- 
eously, lovingly, becomingly, 
254, 595, 1206, 1306, 1583. 

Luflyly, courteously, lovingly, 
369, 2176, 2514. 

Luf-talkyng, 927. 

Lur, loss, misfortune, 355, 1284, 
1682. 

Lurkkes, 1180. T. B. 1. 1001. 

*Lut, )pret of loute, stooped, 

Lutte, ) bowed down, 418, 
2236, 2255. T. B. L 6235. 

*Lyfte, sky, heaven, 1256. 

Lyfte, left, 698, 947. 

*Lyge3, lies, 1179. 

*Lyk, ( please, 390 ; pleased, 

Lyke, t 1281. 

Lykker-wys, more pleasing, de- 
lightful, 968. 

*Lymp, to happen, befall, 1109. 

Lymped, befell, 907. 

Jy^;) a^i. linen, 608. 

Lynde, wood, tree, 256, 2176. 
Lynde-wodes, 1178. 



Lyndes ( = lende8), loins, 139. 

A.S. lendenuy loins. 
Lyne, linen ; whence for female 

apparel in general, 1814. 
Lyre, complexion, countenance, 

943, 2228 ; skin, 2080. 
Lyst, desired, willed, 941, 1784, 

2049. 
Lyste, pleases, 2133. 
Lystily, \ quickly, promptly, 
Lystyly, ) 1190, 1334. 
♦Lyte, few, 701, 1776. 
♦Lythen, to listen, 1719. 
Ly3e, to lie, recline, 1096, 1994. 
Ly^t, alighted, 1924. 
Ly^t, light, not heavy, 608. 
Ly^t, to descend, alight, fall, 423, 

1175, 1373, 2220. 
Ly^te^, alights. See Li^te^. 
Ly^ten (pi), alight, 526. 
Ly^tly, easily, 423, 1299. 

Mach = match, to encounter, meet 

in combat, 282. 
^Mac6=: mas = makes, 1886. 
*Madde, rage with love, 2414. 
Ma fay! ma foi ! 1495. 

£;j makes, 106. 

mS J ^^'*^'''^' ^^2^' ^^^^• 

Malt, dissolved, melted, 2080. 

Maner, 90. 

Manere^, 924. 

Manerly, 1656. 

Mansed= manased,menaced,2 345. 

*Marre, to destroy, 2262. 

*Mat, ) overcome, discotiraged, 

Mate, j wearied, 336, 1668. 

Matyne^, ] morning prayers, 

Matynnes, j 756, 2188. 

*Maw-gref, in spite of, 1665. 

*May, maiden, 1795. 

*Mayn, great, powerful, stroiiR, 

94, 187, 336, 497. 
Maynteines, maintains, 2053. 
Ma3tyly, mightily, forcibly, 2262, 

2290. 
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Me, used in opposition with the 
subject of the sentence = my- 
self, thyself, etc., 1214, 1905, 
1932, 2014, 2144. 

^Mele, to speak, talk, 2295, 2503. 

Melod, spoke, talked, 447, 12 SO, 
2373. 

Mele^, speak, 543, 974, 2336. 

MoUe, ) conflict, battle, 342, 644, 

Melly, J 1451. 

*Mene, to signify, 232 ; devise, 
985 ; make attempt on (?), 
1157. 

*Mengod, mixed, 1720. 

*Mensk, ) honour, worship, 834, 

Menske, ) 914, 2052; worship- 
ful, 964. 

Monsked, honourably decked 153. 

Menskcs, honours, 2410. 

Menskful, honourably, 555, 1628, 
1809. 

Menskly, honourably, 1312,1 983. 

^Meny, ) retinue, household, com- 

Meyny, ) pany, 101, 1372, 1625, 
1729, 2468. 

Menyng, knowledge, remem- 
brance, 924. 

Mere, simple, pure, good, 153, 
878, 924, 1495. 

*Mere, ) =meer, boundary, and 

Merk, \ hence appointed place 
of meeting, 1061, 1073. 

Merkke^, aims at, 1592. 

Mes, mess, meal, 999. 

Mosses, 999. 

Messe-quylo, the time of celebrat- 
ing mass, 1097. 

Metely, moasurely, fitly, 1004, 
1414. 

^Methles, uncourtoous, without 
pity, 2106. 

Moued, moved, 90. 

Me3el-mas, Michaelmas, 532. 

Miche, much, 569. 

Misy, quagmire, 749. Still used 
in the North. 

Mo, more, 23, 730, 770. 

Mode, mind, 1475. 



Molaynes, round embossed orna- 
ments (?), 169. 

*Molde, earth, ground, 137, 914, 
964. 

Mon, used as the Germ. T/iaw, and 
Fr. 071, for one, a person, 1209, 
1484. 

Mon, must, 1811. O.N. mun. 

More, greater, bigger, 649, 2100. 

Moroun, morrow, 1208. 

Morsel, 1690. 

Mot, may, 342, 387, 2053; must, 
1965, 2510. 

Mote = moot, assemblage, meet- 
ing, 635, 910. A.S. mdt 

*Mote, castle, 764, 2052. 

Mote, atom, 2009. 

Mote, ) notes or measures of a 

Mote3,j bugle, 1141, 1364. 

Mounture, saddle horse, 1691. 

Moumyng, 543. 

Molten. 1 ^^'' 84' 18"« ^953. 

Much, great, loud, 182, 2336. 

Much-quat = much-what, many 
matters, 1280. 

Muckel, greatness (of stature, 
size), 142. 

Muged, was cloudy, 142. O.N. 
mngga, dor nubilus. Sir F. 
Madden renders it stirred, 
hovered. 

Mulne, mill, 2203. A.S. niyJ^i. 

*Munt, blow, 2350. See Mi/nt 

Munt, feigned, 2262. 

Muryly, merrily, pleasantly, play- 
fully, 2336, 2345. 

Mused, stood in doubt, 2424. 
** Motoayn or priuely stodyyn 
(stondyn a dowt, K. stodyn a 
dowte, H. mv^en or stodien a 
douglito, P.) Muso, Musso." 
(Prompt. Parv.) 

Mute, pack of hounds, 1451, 1720. 

Mute = meet, meeting of hunters, 
1915. A.S. mut 

Muthe = mouthe, 447, 1428. 

Mwe, to move, 1565. 
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Myd-mom, 1073. 

"Myngedy remarked, announced, 
1422. A.S. mywjlan, to inform, 
mark. Sir F. Madden suggests 
assembled as the meaning of 
mynged. 

^ryne3, calls to remembrance, 995. 

♦Mynne, to think, remember, de- 
vise, 141, 1681, 1800, 1992, 
1769. T. B. L 431. 

Mynne, less, 1881. O.N. minni. 

^fynned, devised, 982. 

^fynstralcie, 484. 

♦MjTit, aim, blow, 3345. 

'Myntea (j)!.) blows, 2352. 

Myntest, didst aim or strike, 2274. 

*Mynte;, aims, stiikes, 2290. 

Myre, 749. 

Mys-boden, offered wrong, 2339. 

Mysses, faults, 2391. 

Myst-hakel, cloak of myst, 2081. 
A.S. Iiacele, a cloak, mantle. 

Myjtes, powers, 282. 

Nade, had not, 724, 763. 

Naf, have not, 1066. 

♦Nakerys := nakers, drums, 1016. 

*Nakryn (gen. pL), of drums, 118. 

Nar, are not, 2092. 

Kaunt, thj/ naunf, thine aunt, 

2467. 
Kauther, ) neither, 203, 430, 
Nawther, ) 1095. 
Nay, denied, refused, 1836. 
Nayle3, 603. 
Naylet, nailed, 599. 
Nayted, celebrated, 65. O.E. 

naytey to use, employ, enjoy. 

O.N. neyta. Left unexplained 

by Sir F. Madden. T. B. 1. 

6031. 
Na3t, night, 1407. 
Nede, ) of necessity, necessarily, 
Nedes, 1287, 1771, 1965, 
Nede3, ) 2510. 
*Negh, ) to approach, 1054 ; to 
Neghe, ) touch, 1836. SeeiVe^e. 



Neked, little or nothing, 1062, 
1805. 

*Nemo, take, 1347. 

Nerre, nearer, 237, 556, 1306. 

*Neuen, to name, speak o^ 58. 

Neuened, named, mentioned, 65, 
541. 

Neuenes, names, 10. 

Nej, ) 

Ne^e, I nigh, 929, 1771, 1922. 

Nie3, ) 

♦Neje, to approach, 1575. 

Nejed, approach^, 132, 697, 929. 

Ne^es, approaches, 1998. 

Nif, unless, 1769. 

Nikked naye, denied strongly, 
706, 2471. 

Nirt, cut, hurt, 2498. 

Nobelay, nobleness, 91. 

*No-bot, except, 2182. 

Noghe=nyghe=nigh, 697. 

Noke, comer, nook, 660. 

Nolde, would not, 1054, 1825. 

Nome, name, 10, 408, 937. 

Nome, took, 809, 1407. 

Nomen, taken, 91. 

Nonej, nonce, 844. 

♦Nome, \ to proffer, 1661, 1669, 

Nurae, j 1823; allege, 2443. 

*Note, occasion, business, use, 
358, 599. « To the note" =to 
the axe, i, e, to the business in 
hand, 420. Sir F. Madden 
suggests that note == throoit- 
knot. Fr. nceud. 

Note, noted (?), 2092. 

Noumbles, parts of the inward of 
the deer, 1347. 

*Nouthe, ) now, 1251, 1934, 

Nowthe, j 2466 ; not (?), 1784. 

Nowther, neither, 659. 

Nowel, Noel, Christmas, 68. 

No3t, nought, 680, 694, 961. 

Nurae. See Nome, 

Numed, proffered, 1771. 

Nurture, 919, 1661. 

Nwe, new, anew, 60, 636, 1668. 
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Nwe3, news, tidings, 1407. 
Nw-jer, ) New-year, 60, 105, 
Nwe-jer, ) 284. 
Kw-3eres, ) New-year's, 454, 
Nwe-jerej, ) 1054, 1669. 
*Nye, \ difficulty, trouble, harm, 
Nyje, I 58, 2002, 2141. 
Nye, to harm, assault, 1575. 
Nykked with nay, denied, 706. 
♦Nyme, to take, 993, 2141. 
Nys, nice, strange, 323, 358. 
Nysen (pres.pL), become foolish, 
1266. 

0, of, 615. 

Of, from, 183, 519, 1413; off, 

773, 1332, 1607. 
Of-kest, cast off, 1147. 
Oghe, ought, 1526. 
Olde, 1440. See For-olde, 
On, one, 30, 206, 864, 952 ; in, 

867, 969. 
On-chasyng = a-chasing, a-hunt- 

ing, 1143. 
On-coolde, sorrowfully, 2474. 
*On-dryje = on-dreje =: adrej, 

aside, 1031. 
One, alone, unaccompanied, 2118; 

hym one, 904 ; oure one^ 1230, 

2245. 
Onewe, anew, 65. 
Onej, once, 1090. 
On-rerum, afar, 1575. 
On fyrst, at first, 301, 491, 1477. 
On-huntyng, a hunting, 1102. 
On-hyjt, on high, aloft, above, 421. 
On-lenthe, afar, 232, 1231. 
On-life, \ aUve, in life, 385, 1717, 
On-lyue, ) 1786. 
On-lofte, aloft, above, 788, 2261. 
On-loghe, below, down, 1373. 
On-ny^tes, at night, in the night, 

47, 693. 
On (vp)-slepe, asleep, 244. 
On-stray, astray, aside, 1716. 
Onsware, to answer, 275. 
Onswarej, answers, 386. 



Or, than, 1543. 

Oritore, oratory, 2190. 

*Orpedly, boldly, 2232. 

Oryjt, aright, 40. 

Ostel, mansion, 253. See Hostel. 

Other, or, 9, 702, 1246 ; either, 

2216. 
Other-whyle, other times, 722. 
Oute, throughout, wholly, 1511. 
Outtrage, surprising, 29. 
Oueral, everywhere, 630. 
Ouer-thwert, athwart, across, 

1438. 
Ouer-walt, overcome, overturned, 

314. See Walt 
Ouer-jede, passed over, 500. 
Ojt, ought, 300, 1815. 
*63t=a3t, bold, 2215. 

Pane, cloth, 154. O.Fr. ^a«e. 

Pane3 {pl.)y 855. 

*Papiaye3, parrots, 611. 

Papure, paper, 802. 

Paraunter, peradventure, 2343. 

Pared, cut, 802. 

Park, 769. 

Passande, passing, 1014. 

Patrounes, sovereigns, 6. 

Paume3, antlers, 1155. 

Paunce, coat of mail, 2017. 

*Paye3, pleases, 1379. 

Payne, to be at pains, endeavour, 
1042. 

*Payre, to injure, impair, 1734. 

Payred, failed, 650, 1456. 

Payttrure, defence for the neck of 
a horse, 168, 601. 

Pelure, costly fur, 154. 

Pelures (jpZ.), furs, 2029. 

Pendauntes, j the dropping oma- 

Pendaunte3, ) ments of horse- 
trappings or a girdle, 1 68, 2038, 
2431. 

Penyes, pence, money, ^^, 

Pentangel, ) figure of five points, 

Pentaungel, ) 620, 636, 664. 

Pented, pertained, 204. 
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Pemyng, picking and dressing, a 
term applied to birds, Oil. 

♦Pertly, openly, promptly, 644, 
1941. 

Pes, peace, 266. 

Pese := (pisnm) ; quite pease = 
** white pease." 



*^ Set shallow brooks to surging 
An Orient pearl to a whiU pease.** 
(Puttenham, quoted by French — Engluh^ 
ratt and Pruenty p. 162.) 

Peter ! an oath used as Maiy ! 
813. 

Piched, I fastened, 576; situated, 

Pyched, ) fixed, 768. 

*Piked, ) ornamented, cleaned, 

Pyked, j burnished, 769, 2017. 

Pyned, enclosed, fortified (]), 769. 
(Perhaps a mistake iorpynaded. 
Sir F. Madden). 

Pypyng, 1017. 

*Pine, ( trouble, grief, pain, tor- 

Pyne, j ment, 123, 747, 1812, 
1985. 

Piped, 747. 

Pitosly, 747. 

Pijt. See Pyi^t 

Plate, 683. 

Plate3, steel armour for the body, 
2017. 

Plesaunce, pleasure, 1247. 

Plesaunt, 808. 

Plytes, straits, 733. 

Ply3t, harm, danger, 266 ; offence, 
fault, 2393. 

Polaynes, knee-pieces in a suit of 
armour, 576. This term for ge- 
nouillieres is found in the house- 
hold book of Edward the First. 

Policed, \ polished, 576, 2038 ; 

Poly&ed, > made clean, absolved, 

Polyst, ) 2393. 

Porter, 808. 

Poudred, 800. 

Pouer, poor, 768. 

Poynt, condition, 2049; to de- 
clare, write, 1009. 

Praunce, 2064. 



Prayere, meadow, 768.' Fe. 

prairie, 
Prayse, estimate, appraise^ 1850. 
Prece, proceed, 2097. 
Presed, thronged, 830. 
♦Prestly, promptly, 757, 911. 
Preu^ privy, secret, 902. 
Preue, to prove, 262. 
Preued, proved, 79. 
Prik, to gallop, 2049. 
Piyme, primes six o'clock in the 

morning, 1175. 
Pris, \ price, worth, estimationy 
Prys, I excellence, 1247, 1277, 

1770, 1850, 2364; reward, 

prize, 1379, 1630. 
Pnse, fine, good, 1945. 
Prowes, prowess, valour, courage, 

912, 1249. 
Prys, note of the horn in hunting 

after breaking up the game^ 

1362, 1601. 
Pure, quite, perfect, 808, 1247. 
Pured, refined, pure, 633, 912, 

1737,2393. 
Pured, furred, 154. 
Pynakle, 800. 
Pyne, to take pains, 1538. 
Pyned, 1009. 

Pysan, gorget of mail or plate at- 
tached to the helmet,. 204. 
Pyth, strength, power, 1456. 
Pyjt, pitched, fixed, 1456, 1734. 

Quat, what, 233, 460. 

Quat, how ! lo ! 563, 2201. 

Quat-so, whatsoever, 255. 

Quaynt, 999. 

Quel, while, 822. 

Queldepoyntes, hassocks (1), 877. 

*Quelle, to put an end to, 752 : 

kill, 1449, 2109. 
Quelled, slain, 1324. 
*Queme, good, pleasant, 578, 2109. 

Sen, j ''^'''' 20, 130, 497. 

Quere, where, 1058. 
Quer-fore, wherefore, 1294. 
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Quere-so, wheresoever, 644, 1227, 
1490. 

Querro, quany, 1324. Tr. eur^e. 
To make the quarry z=.io break 
up the deer, and feed the 
hounds on the skin. 

Quest, united cry of the hounds, 
1150, 1421. 

Quethe, cry, clamour, 1150. A.S. 
cwSthaUf to call ; cwithe, a say- 
ing. 

Quethen = whethen = whence, 
461. 

Quether, whether, 1109. 

Quettyng= whetting, 2220. 

Qiiile, ) while, 30, 257, 722, 

Quyle,) 1035; until, 536; 
sometimes, at times, 1730; 
during, 1096. 

Quit, 293. 

Quit, \ 

Quite, ( white, 799, 885, 1205, 

Quyt, ( 2364. 

Quyte, ] 

Quo, who, 231. 

Quo-so, whoso, 209, 306. 

Quoyntaunce, acquaintance, fa- 
miliarity, 975. 

Quy, who, 623. 

Quyk, alive, 2109. 

^^y}' I See Quile. 
Quyle, ( 

Quyle forth, during some, 1072. 

Quyte, to requite, repay, 2244, 

2324. 

Rabel, rahbel, pack, 1899. 
♦Race (on-race), swift course, 

pace, 1420. 
Race, cut, blow, 2076. 
Rach, hound, 1903. A.S. rcecce, 

rcBcCy a setting dog. 
Rachchej, \ hounds, 1164, 1362, 
Rache3, ) 1420, 1426, 1907. 
*Rad, afraid, 251. 
Rad, ready, quick, 862. A.S. rdd. 
*I^a(lly, promptly, readily, 367, 

11G4, 1343, 1744. 



Raged, ragged, 745. 
*RAk, vapour, fog, 1695. 
Rake, course, way, road, path, 
2144, 2160. Cf. Sc. sheep- 
raike. See Rayke, 
" Out of the rake of ri^twysnes Fenne 
sulci he nevire." 

(K. Alex., p. 116.) 

"lene to the left handes 

For the rake on the right hand, that 
may na mann passe.'' 

{im., p. 130.) 

*Rande, a path, 1710. Sir F. 

Madden reads raude. 
*Rapley, quickly, 2219. 
*Rapes, moves quickly, runs, 

1309, 1903, 0. Sw. ra^, 

velox, citus. 
Rase^, rushes, 1461. A.S. roisan. 

See Mace, 
*Rasse, raised mound, eminence, 

1670. 
Ratheled, fixed, rooted, 2294. 
*Rawej, rows, 513. 
*Rawthe, terrible, dreadful, 2204. 
*R[a]ykande, loud, strong, liter- 
ally rushing^ from rayke, to 

rush, flow, 2337. 
*Rayked, went, moved, ran, 1727, 

1735. 
Raykej, proceed, 1076. 
Rayled, spread, 952 ; bordered, 

163, 603, 746. Bayle in O E. 

signifies to cover, clothe; deck, 

and may be connected with 

rail, a garment. A.S. hrmgh 

See Boke of the Howlaty iii. 

(ed. I^aing). 
Rayne3, reins, 447. 
Raysoun, reason, argument, 227 ; 

hy-resoun = by right, rightly, 

reasonably, 1344. 
♦Ra3t, rushed, 432 ; reached, 

gave, 1817, 1874, 2297. 
Ra3te3, gavest, 2351. 
Rech, ) reach, give, 66, 1804, 
Reche, ) 2059; attain, 1243. 
*Reches, | extends, 183 ; reach- 
Reche3, ) est, givest, 2324. 
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Eechatand = recheating, blowing 
the recheat, 1911. 

Eecheated, blew there cheat, blown 
on with the recheat, 1466. 

*Kochles, careless, 40. 

Recorded, 1123. 

Kecnaunt, 456. 

*Ked=rede, advise, counsel, 738. 

Redde, counselled, said, 443. 

*Rede, maintain (?), 1970 ; coun- 
sel, 363, 2111. 

Ilede3, managest, 373. 

Sy, ! '^^^ 373' 392. 
Refourme, renew, remake, 378. 
*Rehayted, cheered, encouraged, 

895, 1422, 1744. 
Reherce, 1243. 
Rehersed, 392. 
*Rekenly, nobly, worthily, 

princely, 39, 251, 821. 
*Rele, to encounter, 2246. 
*Reled, swaggered, 229 ; rolled, 

spread, 304. 
Remene, to remember, 2483. 
Remorde, to blame, 2434. 
*Remwe, to remove, change, 1475. 
*Renay, refuse, 1827. 
*Renayed, refused, 1821. 
*Renk, \ man, knight, 303, 691, 
Renke, ) 1558, 1821. 
Renkkes,) men, 432, 862, 1134, 
Renkke^, ) 2246. 
Rennande, running, 857. 
*Renne, to run, 1568. 

l^nn?}™'^' 310. 731, 1570. 

Repayre, 1016. 
Require, 1056. 
*^Q&, swift course, pace, 1164, 

1899. 
Resayt, a hunting term applied 

to the stations taken up by 

those on foot, 1168. 
Rescowe, rescue, 2308. 
*Resette, place of reception, 

abode, 2164. 
Respite, 297. 



Restayed, stopt, drivenback, 1153. 

Resteyed, constrained, 1672. 

Reue, to take away, bereave, 2459. 

Reuel, 311, 538. 

Reuerence, 251, 1243. ' 

Rewarde, 1610. 

Richchande, running, 1898. 

Richen, dress, 1130. 

♦Ricchis, \ a 

Riches (g^' ®> prepares, 

R^i j ciresses, 1309, 1873. 

Riche, \ noble, proud, powerful, 

Ryche,) 8, 20. 39, 40, 397, 
1744. Used substantively in 
the plural, mhlea^ 66, 362. 

Riche, ah, horse (]), 2177. 

Richley, \ proudly, nobly, 308, 

Rychely, ) 931. 

Rimed,hemmed (contemptuously), 
308. Dan. romme sig, to hem, 
to clear one's throat (Stnrzen- 
Becker). 

Roche, rock, 2199. 

Rocher, rock, 1432. 

S^:!-''«. 1327, 1698. 

Rode, rood, 1949. 
Rof, blow, cut, 2346 ; evidently 
from O.E. nVe, to tear, cut. 

I^fej-^fe/ie^?' 

S?;, j 2162, 2198. 

Rokked, rolled, knocked off, 
cleansed, 2018. 

" Geoffrey of Vinesauf says, * Sotantur 
loricae, ne rubigine squalescunt,' 
which, Sir S. Meyrick adds, was done 
by putting the coat of mail into a 
barrel filled with sand and rolling it 
about." (Grit. Inq., 1. 8^ 

Rome3 = roams, walks, proceeds, 
2198. 

Ronej, thickets, brusliw^ood, 1466. 
" Thane thay roode by that ryuer, that 

rjanydi so swythe, 
Thare the ryndez overrecbez with 

realle bowshez ; 
The roo and the rayne-dere reklesse 
thare ronnene 



745, 
1898, 
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In ranez and in rosers to ryotte thame- 
selvene." 
(Morte Arthure, 1. 923. E.E.T.S.) 

Ronge (pret, of ringe), resounded, 
clattered, 2204. 

" Hys armour ryngia or elattirs hor- 
ribly." 
(G. Douglas, vol. ii., p. 676.) 

Ronk, "beautiful, 613. 

Ronkkled, wrinkled, 953. 

Rote, in phrase bi-rote = cheei' 

fully, confidently, 2207. A.S. 

rdt, cheerful. Cf. root-fast, firm, 

steadfast (A.S. rot-fcest). This 

term is left unexplained by Sir 

F. Madden. 
♦Roun, to whisper, commune, 362. 
Rounce, steed, 303. O.K runci, 

Fr. roncin. 
♦Rous, = rose, praise, fame, 310. 
Roust, rust, 2018. 
Route, violent movement, imnetus, 

457. 
Roue, cleaved, cut, 2346 ; pret, of 

nve, 
Rouej, roofs, 799. 

g^?^; J rough. SeeiforzA. 

♦Ruchched, ) ordered, fixed, set- 
Ruched, ) tied, 303, 367, 

2219. See Riches. 
♦Rudede, streaked with red, ruddy, 

1695. ClO,Krodea,nd7^ddon, 
Rudele3, curtains, canopies, 857. 
Ruful, 2076. 

Rugh, ) rough, 953, 2166. See 
Ru^e, ) Bogh. 
♦Runisch, violent, impetuous, 45 7. 
♦Runischly, fiercely, roughly, 304. 
Runyschly, violently, 432. 
*Rurd, ) noise, clamour, 1149, 
Rurde, j 1698, 1916. 
*Ruthes, moves, dresses, 1558. 
Ryalme, realm, 310, 691. 
♦Rych, direct, 1223. See Riches, 
Ry ches, goes, prepares. See Rich es, 
Ryched, enriched, 599 ; prepared, 

2206. 



Ryd, ) =rid, to release, 364; 
Rydde, ) separate, 2246. A.S. 

Hddan. 
Ryde, cut away, 1344. 
Rygge, hack, 1344, 1608. 
Rymej, skirts, 1343. A.S. reama. 

O.E. reme, membrane, rim. See 

Rym in Glossary to Hampole. 
*Rynge J =rynke3 =renke3= men, 

2018. 
Rynk, ring, 1817, 1827. 
Ryol, royal, 2036. 
Rypej, become ripe, 528. 
Rys> bough, twig, 1698. A.S. hris, 
*Rytte=ryte, cut, rip, 1332. Fris. 

ryte. See Morte Arthure, ed. 

Perry, 11. 2138, 3754, 3825. 
*Ryue=ryfe=rife, much, 2046. 
Ryuej, rips, rives, cuts, 1341, 

2290. 
Ry3t, addressed, prepared, 308. 

Sabatounj, steel shoes, 674. Fr. 

sabot, Spanish sapato, 
Sadel, 5&. 437; vb, 1128. 
Sadly, gravely, steadily, 437, 

1593, 1937, 2409. 
Saf, save, except, 394. 
Sage = segge = man, 531. 
♦Sale, hall, 197, 243, 349. 
Salue, to salute, 1473. 
Salure, salt-cellar, 886. 
*Same, ) together, 50, 363, 673, 
Samen, ) 744, 1318. 
*Samen, to assemble, 1372. 
Samned, joined, 659. 
Sauer, safer, 1202. 
Saverly, savourly, carefully, 1937, 

2048. 

^^^'^ I saying, speech, 1202,1246. 

Sa3e3, words, 341. 
Saylande, flowing, 865. 
Sayn, girdle, 589. 
♦Sayned, blessed, 761, 1202. 
Saynt, rich stuff, Fr. samit, 2431. 
Scade = schado, divided, severed, 
425. 
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♦Scathe, hann, 674, 2353. 
Sjchadden, shed, dropt, 727. 
Schafle, 8|)ear, 205. 
Schafteil(]8attled), set, sank, 1467. 
Schale. shall, 1240. 
•Schalk, man, knight, 160, 424, 

562, 1776, 2061, 2372. 
Schalke^, men, knights, 1454. 
Scham, 317. 
Schamed, 1189. 
Schankes, legs, 160. 
Schap, was formed, shapen, 2328. 
Schape, direct (?), 1210. Sir F. 

Madden suggests escape, 
Schapen, shaped, 213. 
Schapes, relates, 1626. 
Scharp, used substantively for 

sword, 1593, 1902; axe, 2318. 
Schaterande, dashing, 2083. 
Schawe, to show, 27. 
•Schale, grove, wood, 2161. 
Scheder = schedes (]), drifts (?), 

956. 
Schede3, pours, 506. 
Schelde3, shields of a boar, 1456, 

1626. 
*Schemered=8himered, glittered, 

772. 
♦Schend, ] to destroy, confound, 
Schjende, ) 2266. 
•Schene, bright, beautiful, 662, 

2314 ; used substantively, 2268. 
Schere= chere, countenance, mien, 

334. 
Scher, cut, 1337. 
Schere, to cut, shear, 213. 
Scho, she, 1259, 1550, 1555. 
Scholes, hangs down (?), or, per- 
haps, an error for schoes, 160. 

Schore, shore, earth, 2161, 2332. 
Schore3 (pi), 2083. 
Schotten, shot, 1167. 
Schowued, shoved, fell with force, 

2083. 
Scho wen (pLpresX shove, push, 

1454. 



Schowue^, shoves, pushes, 2161. 
Schrank, sunk, pierced, 425, 2313. 
Schrof, shrived, 1880. 
Schunt, shunted, flinched, shrunk, 

1902, 2280. 
** 1 will shunt for no shame." 

(T. B. L 601.) 
Schwno=8hun, protect, defend, 

205. 
Schylde, forbid, 1776. 
*Schyn, shall, 2401. 
*Schyr, ) fair, bright, clear, 317, 
Schyre, ■ 425,619,772; used 
Schyire, ) substantively for 

skiUj neck, 2256. 
Schyre, fairly, clearly, 506, 2083. 
Schyrer, fairer, clearer, 955. 
Schyrly, cleanly, 1880. 
Scowtes, high rocks (]), 2167. 
Sech, seek, 1052. 
Seche, such, 1543. 

I^j siege, 1, 2525. 

•Segg, I mMi, kn^ht, 96, 115, 



226, 394, 437, 574. 

Is ! '"'°' ^^^' ^^'' ^*^«- 

Seghe, saw, 1705. 

*Seker=siker, sure, trusty, faith- 
ful, 265, 403. 

Selden, seldom, 499. 

♦Sele, good fortune, prosperity, 
1938, 2409, 2422. "^ 

Sellokest, most surprising, 1439. 

♦Selly, marvel, wonder, 475, 2170. 

Selly, strange, 28; wondrouslvl 
1194. ^' 

Sellyej, wonders, 239. 

Sellyly, strangely, wondrouslv, 
963, 1803. ^' 

Sellyly = selly, excellent, 1962. 

Selure, canopy, 76. 

Seluen, self, 51, 107, 113, 1548. 

Semblaunce, ) countenance, ap- 

Semblaunt, ) pearance, beha- 
viour, 148, 468, 1273, 1658. 

Semble, assembly, 1429. 

♦Seme, seemly,, proper, 1085. 
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Seemed, beseemed, befitted, 73, 

1929. 
Semely, comely, fair, 672, 686. 
Seme3, seams, borders, 610. 
Semly, ) fairly, suitably, becom- 
Semlych, ) ingly, courteously, 

865, 882, 916, 1198, 1658. 
Semloker, more seemly, fairer, 83. 
Semlyly, becomingly, 622. 
Sendal, fine silk, 76. According 

to Ducange it is a species of 

camelot. 
Sene,trutliful(]),148,341. O.Sw. 

aanUy true. Spenser uses seen 

or sene in the sense of triedj 

experienced. 
Sene, to see, 712. 
♦Sere, several, 124, 632, 761, 

822, 1982; diverse, 889, 2417; 

separately, 1522. 
♦Serlepes, severally, by turns, 501. 
Sertayn, certainly, 174. 
Serued, deserved, 1380. 
Seruyce, 751. 
Sese, to receive, 1825. 
Sesed, held, seized, 822, 1330. 
Sesed, ceased, 1, 1083, 2526. 
Sete=8wete(1), 889. 
Settel, seat, chair, 882. 
Seuer, to part, 1988. 
Seueres, parts, 1797. 
♦Sewe, prepared dish of meat, 

perhaps a stew, 892. 
Sewes {pl\ 124, 889. 
Seye, to go, 1879. 
Se3, ) 

Se3e, saw, 672,707,1619,1911. 
Se3en, ) 

So3en, arrived, 1958. 
Sidborde3, 115. 

♦Siker, \ sure, trusty, brave, 96, 
Syker, ) 115, 2048, 2493. 
Siker, surely, 163. 
Siker, vh. to pledge, ^^ siker my 

trawthe " = pledge my word 

(troth), 1673; assure, 394. 
Sille, seat, 55. A.S. /??/Z/a, a chair. 
Skayued,wild,2167. Seenote,p.83. 



Skere=shere= pure,modest, 1261. 

A.S. scir, 
Skete, quickly, 19. 
*Skwe3, clouds (1), shadows (?), 

2167. Sir F. Madden suggests 

groves, shady coverts. 
*Skyfted:= shifted, changed, 19. 

Skyfi, j '•^'°°' 12^^' ^^^^- 
Skynne3, in phrase any skynne^ = 

anys-kyn ne^ =.o/b.iij Mnd., 1539. 
Skyrte3, horse -trappings, 601 ; 

skirts of a robe, 865. 
♦Slade, vaUey, 2147. 
Slades, valleys, 1159. 
Slaked, ceased, 244.*^ See note, 

p. 81. 
Slentyng, shooting, glancing, 1160. 

See note, p. 82. 
Slete, 729. 

*Sle3e, ingenious, 797, 893. 
Sle3ly, slyly, softly, 1182. 

SH ?*' I s^^atagem, 1854, 1858. 

Sle3te3 = sleights, contrivances, 
916. 

Slode = slided, slipt, 1182. 

Sloke {vh. imp.), stop, cease (talk- 
ing), 412. O.K sloka. See 
note, p. 81. 

Slomeryng, slumbering, 1182. 

Slot, pit of the stomach, 1330, 
1593. According to some sZo^ is 
the hollow above the breast-bone. 

'' 0-slante doune fro the alote he slyttes 

at ones." 
(Morte Arthure, 1. 2254. E.E.T. S.) 

Slypped, fallen, 244. 
Sly3t, skilful, 1642. 
Smartly, quickly, 407. 
Smeten, smote, 1763. 
Smethely, smoothly, 1789. 
♦Smolt, mild, 1763. 
Smothely, perfectly, 407. 
Snart, severely, sharply, 2003. 

O.N. snart 
Snawe, snow, 956. 
Snayped, nipped, 2003. O.E.«natp> 
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to snub, nip, pierce. O.l^.sneipa. 
Snitered, drove, drifted, 2003. 
Soioumed, lodged, 2048. 
Solace, 670. 
Sop, hasty meal, 1135. 
Sore, grieved, 1826, 1988. 
♦Scr^e, imprecation, 1721 ; sorrow, 

2415. 
Sostnaunce, 1095. 

sX I ^'^ «*' 356. 

Sothen, boiled, sodden, 892. 

Sothly, truly, 673, 976. 

Soimdo (in-sounde), well, unhurt, 

* 2489. 

Sounder, herd of wild swine, 1440. 
A.S. suner. "wees uutedlice 
nehuame long from him t ^sem 
suner berga monigra gefoeded.** 
Lindisf. Mt. viii. 30. 

Soundyly, soundly, 1991. 

♦Sourquydrye, pride, 311. 

♦Sowme, number, 1321. 

So3t, went, departed, 685, 1438. 

Spare-wise, moderately, temper- 
ately, 901. 

Sparlyr, calf of the leg, 158. See 
Wyclif, Deuteron, xxviiL, 35. 

Sparthe, battle axe, 209. 

Sped,hastened, went quickly, 1 444. 

Spede, profit, 918. 

Speded, hastened, 979. 

Spede^, prosperest, 410. 

Spedly, expediently, 1935. 

♦Spelle, speech, narrative, 209, 

1199, 2184. 
Spelle^, talkest, 2140. 
Spend, ) fastened, 158,587. O.K 
Spenet, ) spenna, 
Spende (speche), to talk, 410. 
Spenne,space, interval, 107 4, 2316. 
Spenne, spinny, quickset hedge, 

1709, 1896. 
Spetos, sharp, cruel, 209. 
Sponej, spoons, 886. 
Spore^, spurs, 587. 



Sprenged, sprang, 1416; dawned, 

2009. 
Sprent, leapt, 1896. 
Sprit, started, 2316. 
Sprong, sprang, 670. 
♦Spuied, ) = spered, inquired, 
Spuryed, ) 901, 2093. 
Spyt, iiyury, 1444. 
Stabled, established, 1069. 
Stablye, stationof huntsmen,! 153. 
*Stad, placed, disposed, 33, 644, 

2137. 
Staf-fiil, quite full, 494. 

sS£'H*.io*'io7- 

Stalked, approached, moved, 237. 
*Stalworth,strong,powerful,brave, 

846, 1659. 
Stange, pole, stafi^ 1614. A.S. 

etenge, S.Prov.E. stang. 
Stapled,famishedwithstaples,981. 
♦Starande, glittering, 1818. 
Start, started, moved, 431, 1716. 
Statut, agreement, covenant, 1060. 
Staue, staff, 2139. 

sSde, ) P^^' ^^^' 22^^> 2323. 

♦Stek, 'stuck, 152. 

♦Stel, stole, 1191. 

Stel-gere, steel-gear, armour, 260. 

♦Stemed, ) stood still, stopl^ 230, 

Stemmed,] 1117. 

♦Steuen, voice, sound, 242, 2008, 

2336; conference, 1060, 2194, 

2213. 
Stif, strong, brave, 104, 107, 322. 
Stif, courageously, 671. 
Stifly, 287, 605. 
Stirop, 2060. 

Stithly, ) stiffly, strongly, 431, 
Stythly,) 575. A.S.«f^A, strong. 
*Sti3tel, to dispose, 2137. 

Stoffed, 606. 

♦Stoken (p.p. of steke), secured, 

fastened, fixed, 33, 494, 782, 

2194. 
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Ston-stn, 242. 

Stonyed, confounded, astonished, 

1291. 
Stor, ) strong, great, 1291, 1923, 
Store, ) A.S. stdr, great, vast. 

** A store man of strenght and of stueme 
wiU."— (T. B. L 638.) 

Stori, 34. 

Stoundej, time, 1667; bi-stoundej, 

at times, 1517. 
Stowned, confounded, astonished, 

242, 301. 
Strakande, blowing, 1364, 1923. 

A hunting, term. 
Strayne, restrain, curb, 176. 
Strejf, narrow, close, tight, 152. 
Strok, stroke, 287. 
Stroked ^beard), 334. 
Strokes, brandishes, 416. 
♦Strothe, rugged, wild, 1710. See 

note, p. 83. 
Strye, destroy, 2194. 
Strythe, ) position of the legs 
Stryththe, ) when firmly placed, 

stride, 846, 2305. 
Stubbe, stock of a tree, 2293. 
Sture3 = stirs, brandishes, 331. 
Stume, stout, bold, 143; used sub- 
stantively, 214. 
Sturnely, 331. 
Sturtes, stirrups, 171. 
StyUy, softly, 1117. 
Sty3tel, set, dispose, 2252. 
Suande, following, 1467. 
Sued, followed, 501, 1705. 
Sues, follows, 510. 
Sumned, summoned, 1052. 
Suin-quat, somewhat, 86. 
Sum-quyle, ) once, formerly, 625, 
Sum-whyle, ) 720. 
Sundred, severed, disjointed, 659. 
Sure, 588. 
Surfet, fault, 2433. 
Surquidre, pride, 2457. 
Swauge, loins, 138, 2034. O.Sw. 

swange. 
Swap, exchange, 1108. 
♦Sware, square, 138. 



See 



♦Sware, answer, 1108. 
Swared, answered, 1793, 2011. 
Swarej, answers, 1756. 
♦Swenged, rushed, 1439. 
Swengen, proceed, move quickly, 

1615. 
Swenges, starts, rushes, 1756. 
Swere, swear, 403 ; swore, 1826. 
♦Swete, "m««;ete"=inlife, 2518. 

Sir F. Madden renders it suit, 
Swete, adj, used substantively, 

1108, 1222. 
Swete=sweet, fine, good, 180. Sir 

F. Madden renders it sweated, 
Swethled, folded, 2034. ' A.S. 

swethel, a swaddling-band. 
♦Sweuenes, dreams, 1756. 
♦Sweyed, moved, pressed, 1429. 
♦Swej, ) follows, 1562 ; stooped, 
Sweje, ) 1796. 
Swyere^, squires, 824. 
♦Swyngea, rushes, 1562. 

Swenge^, 
♦Swyre, neck, throat, 138, 186, 

957. 
♦Swythe, quickly, 8, 816, 1424, 

2259 ; greatly, earnestly, 1860, 

1866, 1897. 
Swythely, quickly, much, 1479. 
Swoghe (silence), dead (silence), 

243. A.S. sunigian, to be silent, 

mute, astonished. 
*Syfle3, blows, whistles, 517. 
Sykande, sighing, 1796. 
♦Syked, sighed, 672. 
♦Syker, sure. See Silcer, 
Sykyng, sighing, 753. 
Syluener=syluoren, at?/, used sub- 
stantively, silver, plate, 124. 
Syluer-in, silver, 886. 
Symple, 603. 
Syngne, sign, token, 626. 
*Syn, since, 19, 24, 919, 1892. 

Sythe3, ) 

Sythen, since, afterwards, next, 
1,6,43, 115,358,1234,1339. 
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Ijj'e, 1 ^^' ^^' 200, 1582. 

Ta, take, 413, 2357. 
Table^, corbels (?), 789. 
Tachched, ) attached, fixed, 219, 
Tached, ) 2512. 
Tache^, fastens, 2176. 
♦Takles, gear, 1129. 
Tale, speech, discourse, 1236. 
Talentty^ desirous, 350. 
Talkande, talking, 108. 
Talkyng, speech, 917. 
Tan {pl.)y take, 977, 1920. 
Tan, taken, 490, 1210. 

Tapit, 'carpet, 568; table (?), 884. 

Tars is stated by Ducange to mean 
Tharaia, a country adjoining to 
Cathay, but not to be confound- 
ed with Tartary. In 77, 858, 
it is named as the place where 
tapestries were manufactured, 
and in 571 a rich silk must be 
understood. 
Taysed=teased (]), driven, harass- 
ed, 1169. 
♦Tayt, lively, sportive, 988, and 
hence active, fierce, 1377. Sir 
F. Maddensuggests/aiV,i?Zwmp. 
<* The bustuus bukkis rakis forth on 

raw, 
Heyrdis of hertis throw the thyk wod- 

schaw, 
Eyddls skippand throw ronnys efter 

rays, 
In lyssouris and on leys ; litilllammys 
FuU tayt and tryg socht bletand to 
thar dammys." 

(G. Douglas, vol. ii., p. 768.) 

?^LJ *»»«H 1485, 2379. 

♦Teccheles, blameless, 917. 
♦Tech, disposition, quality, 2488. 
Techee (pi of tech), 2436. 
*Telde, mansion, habitation, 11, 
1775. 



Telded, set up, built, 795, 884. 

Teldet, set up, 1648. 

Teldes, habitations, 11. 

Temes, stories, themes, 1541. 

♦Tene, sb, sorrow, mischief, 22. 

Tene, adj, tedious, perilous, diffi- 
cult, 1008, 1707, 2075. 

Tene, vb, to grieve, 2002. 

Tened, grieved, 2501 ; molested, 
1169. 

Tenej, troubles, matters, 547. 

Tenelyng, trouble (?), 1514. 

♦Tent, sb, care, intent, attention, 
624. 

Tented, took care of, 1018. 

Thar, need, 2354. A.S. thedrfan, 
T. B. L 2080. 

That, used for whaty 1406. 

Tha3, though, 350, 438, 467. 

♦Thede, country, land, 1499. 

Theder, thither, 935. 

Then, than, 24, 236, 655. 

g^;:;J where, 353, 428, 874. 

Ther-forne, therefore, 1107. 
Ther-tylle, thereto, 1110, 1369. 

Sewl3? 1 ^^^^«' ^12, 916. 

Thinkke^, ) seems, 1111, 1241, 

Thynkke3, j 1481, 1793, 2109. 

*Tho, those, 68, 466; the, 39, 
1419. 

Thof, though, 624. 

♦Tholed, suffered, 1859, 2419. 

Thonk, thanks, 1380. 

Thonke, thank, 1984. 

Thonkke^, thanks, 1031. 

There, there, 667. 

Tho3t, seemed, 49, 803, 819, 870. 

Thrast, thrust, 1443. 

♦Thrat, threatened, 1713; com- 
pelled, urged, 1980. 

Thrawen, bound, twisted, 194. 
A.S. thrdwan, to wind. 

♦Thrawen, brawny, 579. In G. 
Douglas thrawin has the senae 
of fierce, bold, strong. 

Thred, 1712. 
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♦Threpe, chiding, 1859, 2997. 

Thxepej, cliides, reproves, and 
hence struggles with, 504. 

Threted, threatened, 1725. 

•Thrich, push, rush, 1713. 

*Thro, earaeat^ eager, 645, 1713, 
1751, 1868, 1946; quickly, 
1021 ; bold, confident, 2300. 

♦Throly, earnestly, 939. 

♦Thronge, thrust, crowded, 1021. 

Throw, time, while, 1680, 2219. 
A.S. thrah, 

Throwen = thrown = exposed, 
1740. Sir F. Madden takes it 
to be another form of thraweriy 
plump. 

Thrye, thrice, 763. 

Thryes, thrice, 1936. 

*Tluynge3, crowdest, 2397. 

♦Thrynne, three, 1868. 

Thryuande, hearty, 1980. 

Thryuandely, heartQy, 1080, 1380. 

♦Thryuen, well favoured, 1740. 

♦Thryjt, threw, 1443; given, 1946. 

Thulged = tholged = tholed, en- 
dured, 1859. A.S. tholsrian, to 
endure, suffer. 

*Thurled= thirled, pierced, 1356. 

Thur^, \ through, above, 91, 243, 

Thur3e, ) 645. 

Thujt, thought, 843, 848. 

Thwarle, tight, hard, 194. WJiarl- 
knot is still used in the same 
sense in Lancashire. 

Thwong, thong, 194. 

Thwonges, thongs, 579. 

Thy, therefore (]), 2247. 

Thyje^, thighs, 579. 

ny] ' ) quickly, steadily, prompt- 
r^t I ly, 31, 299, 1596. See 

Titleres, hounds, 1726. 
To, too, 1827. 
To=:1te,go, 1671. 
To-fylched, seized, pulled down, 

1172. 
To-hewe, to cut in pieces, 1853. 



♦Tole, weapon, axe, 413, 2260. 

** Jason 

Gryppet a grym too^, gyrd of his hede." 
(T. B. 1. 938.) 

♦Tolke, man, 1775, 1811, 1966. 
See Tulk. 

To-mom, j to-morrow, 548, 756, 

To-mome, ( 1097. 

Tone = tane, betaken, committed, 
2159. 

Toppyng, mane(1), or top, head (]), 
191. 

♦Tor, tedious, difficult, 165, 719. 
O.N. tor, Skr. due (a prefixal ele- 
ment denoting difficulty, trou- 
ble, etc., as in O.K torfer, etc.). 

To-raced, run down, 1168. 

Torche, 1119. 

Toret = turreted, 960. T. B. L 
4956. 

Tomayeej, turns, wheels, 1707. 

Tortors, turtles, 612. 

Toruayle=labour,task, 1 540. O.N". 
torvdldr, O.Scotch, torfd, to 
be fatigued, to pine away. 

To-tachched, fastened, tied, 579. 

Totes, peeps, looks, 1476. Swed. 
titta. 

Toumayod, 41. 

♦Towch, request, 1301. 

Towches, sounds, 120. 

Towchej, covenants, 1677. 

Towen, come, drawn, 1093. A.S. 
tedn (p.p. togen, ge-togeii\ to 
pull, draw, to go. 

To3t,a^*. behaved, mannered, 1 869. 
Northumbrian ta^t, O.K tau^t 

Trammes, stratagems, 3. 

Trantes, employs artifices or tricks, 
1707. See Townely Mysteries, 
V. Trant, 

Trased, twined, 1739. 

Trauayl, fatigue, labour, 2241. 

Trauayled, travelled, 1093. 

Traunt, trick, 1700. See Trantes. 

Trauthe, ) troth, faith, fidelity, 

Tiaweth,} 403, 626, 1050, 

Trawihe,) 1545,1638. 
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Trawe, to believe, 70, 90, 1396 ; 

imp. trust, 2112. 
Trayle3,liunt by the track or scent, 

1700. 
Trayst, assured, 1211. 
Trayteres=trayueres=trauerce(]), 

1700. 
Treleted, adorned, 960. 
Tressoun, head-dress, 1739. 
Trestes, J trestles, supports of a 
Treste^, j table, 884, 1648. 
Tricherie, treachery, 4. 
Tried, 4. 

♦Trochet, a term of architecture, 

795. 
♦Trowe, to believe, 813, 2238. 
True, adj. used substantively = 

truth (1), 1210. 
Trulofej, true-love knots, 612. 

♦Trussen, pack up, 1129. 
Trwe, true, 1091, 1514, 1845. 

S^£,l^^-1^^^' 1^27, 1540. 

Tryed, fine, costly, good, 77, 219. 
Tryst, trust, 380. 
Tryster, \ The stations allotted 
Trysteres, ) to different persons 

in hunting, 1146, 1170,1712. 
Trystyly, faithfully, 2348. 
Tule = tuly (?), 568. 
♦Tulk, man, knight, 3, 638, 2133. 
♦Tulkes, men, 41. 
Tuly seems to be equivalent, 858, 

to Toulouse, 77, which place 

seems then to have been famed 

for its tapestries. 
Tusche3, tusks, 1563, 1579. 
Tweyne, two, twain, 962, 1339. 
Twyes, twice, 1522. 
♦Twynne, to sever, part, 2512. 
Twynne, two, 425. 
Twynnen, twined, 191. 
Tyffen, to array, put in order, 

1129. O.K typoa. 



TyUe, to, 673, 1979. 
♦Tymon, flayed, 1921. 
*Tyt, promptly, speedily, 1596. 
Tytelet, commencement, chief, 

1515. 
Tyxt, text, 1515, 1541. 
♦Tyjt, fastened, tied, 568, 858. 
Tyj^ undertake or endeavour (1), 

or seek, 2483. In T. B. L 1358, 

</^^^= sought, went. 

vlhe,' ! ^^^' ^^^' ^^1' ^2^> ^^^' 
Vcha = Northumbrian ilka^ each, 

742, 997, 1262. 
Vchon, \ each one, 98, 657, 
Vchone, j 1113. 
*Vgly, horrible, 441 ; horribly, 

2079. 
♦Vmbe, around, aT)out, 589, 1830, 

2034. 
Vmbe-clypped, encircled, em- 
braced, 616. 
Vmbe-foldes, encircles, falls about, 

181. 
Vmbe-kesten, surrounded, 1434. 
Vmbe-lappe3, enfolds, 628. 
Vmbe-te3e, inclosed, 770 ; te^e is 

from the A.S. teogan, to draw, 

teah, drew. 
Vmbe-tome (= about, around (1), 

Sir F. M.) = about-turned (?)= 

twisted f?), 184. See note. 
Vmbe-weued, enclosed, 581. 
Vnbarred, 2070. 
Vn-bene, rugged, impassable, 710. 

See Bene. 
Vnblythe, mournful, sorrowful, 

sad, 746. 
Vncely, mischievous, 1562. 
Vncouth, strange, marvellous, 93, 

1808. 
Vndo, to cut up game ; a hunting 

term, 1327. 
♦Vnethe, scarcely, 134. 
♦Vnhap, misfortune, 438, 2511. 

Vnhardeled, dispersed, 1697. Fr. 
hardelle, troupe. 
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Vnlace, to cut up, 1606. 

Vnloute, disloyalty, 2499. 

Vn-louked, unlocked, 1201. 

Vn-mete, immenso, 208. 

Vn-rydely, ruggedly, 1432. O.E. 
unrydey sharp, rough. A.S. un- 
gerpd/Uy rugged; ungerydelice, 
sharply; geryd, smooth, even. 

Vn-slayn, not slain, 1868. 

VnH3lyje, careless. 

VnH3oundyly, fiercely, 1438. 

Vn-sparely, unsparingly, 979. 

Vn-spurd, unasked, 918. See 



Vn-thryuande, uncourteous, 1499. 
Vn-trawthe, unfaithfulness, 2383, 

2509. 
Vn-tyjtel, if not an error for wityl 

ny^te^ may mean unrestrainedly 

(from ty^ty to fasten). Sir F. 

Madden renders it merrily. See 

Ty^t. 
Vp-brayde, drawn up, 781. 
Vpon, at, 9, 301, 1934. 
Vrysoun, the same as the cointesse 

or " kerchef of plesaunce," 608. 

Fr. hourson, 
Vtter, out, outward, 1665. 
Vayles, veils, 958. 
Vayres, purity, 1015. Left unex- 
plained by Sir F. Madden. 
Ver, man, knight, 866. 0.!N". ver, 
Verayly, 866. 
Verdure, green, 161. 
Vertuus=vortuous,precious, 2027. 
Vewters, men who tracked deer 

by thefewie or odour, 1146. 
Visage, 866. 
Voyde, to quit, 346. 
Voyded, got rid of, 1518; void, 

free, 634. 
Voydej, casts, 1342. 
Vyage, expedition, journey, 635. 

vfc, ! ^^^*> 3^5> ^34. 

Wage, surety (1), 633. 
Wages, 396. 



Waked, kept awake, sat up at 

night, 1094. 
♦Wakkest, weakest, 354. 
♦Wakned, awakened, 119 ; shone, 

1650. 
♦Wale, to seek, 398; choose or 

possess, 1238. 
♦Wale, lovely, worthy, 1010; 

choice, good, 1712, 1769. 
Waled, chosen, 1276. 
Walke3, spreads, 1521. 
Walle=walo, excellent, 1403. 
♦Wallande, boiling, ferment, 1 762. 
♦Walt, threw, cast, 1336. O.N. 

vellta, 
♦Walt, exercised, possessed, 231 ; 

enjoyed, 485. 
♦Waltered, poured, was shed, 684. 
♦Wan, came, 2231. 
Wande, bough, branch, 1161. 
♦Wane, wanting, deficient, 493. 
♦Wap, blow, 2249. 
♦Wapped, flew with violence, as 

an arrow ; rushed as the wind, 

2004. O.K vqppa. 
War ! exclamation of th^ hunters, 

1158. 

** In the Maister of the Qame^ in the 
instructions for hunting the hare, the 
horsemen are directed * for to kepe that 
none hownde folowe to sheepe, ne to 
other bccstis, and if thei do, to ascrio 
hem sore, and bilaisshe horn wel, say- 
ing lowde, Ware! Ware! ha^ ha! 
Ware /' "—MS. Cott., Vesp. B. xii., 
fol. 97*. 

War, aware, 764, 1586. 
Ware, to use, employ, 402, 1235. 
Waret, acted, dealt, 2344. 
Warly, warily, 1186, 1900. 
Warloker, more warily, 677. 
♦Warp, cast, 2253 ; cast, uttered, 

224, 1423, 2025. 
♦Warthe, water-ford, 715. 
Waryst, protected, 1094. 
Wast, waist, 144. 
Waste, wilderness, 2098. 
♦Wathe = wothe, injury, danger, 

2355. 
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Wat J, wa8, pasnm. had, 1413. 

•Wayke, wf^ak, 282. 

•Waynes], brought, 264,984,1032, 
2456 ; gent, 2459. 

•Waynej, geta up to, opena, 1743. 

•Wayte, to «ee, 306. 

Wayterl, Iw^keil, 2163. 

Wayt<jj,watche8,look8,l 186,2289. 

Wayth, game, veniflon, 1381. 

Wayuwl, stroked, moved, 306. 

We! ah I 2185. 

♦Wcde, armour, clothing, part of 
the dresfl, 831, 1310, 2358. 

Wedes, | armour, garments, 151, 

W(Kle}, I 271, 861 ; foliage of 
the groves, 608. 

Wela-wylle, exceeding lonesome, 
desert, 2084. CtO,K wiUeome, 
lonely, desert ; wyl, astray, for- 
lorn. 

♦Wela-wynno, very joyous, 518. 

Welde, possess, enjoy, 835, 837, 
1064. 

Weldei, possesses, 1528, 1542, 
2454. 

We-loo, alas 1 2208. 

♦Wele, wealth, riches, 7, 60, 1270, 
1394; joy, 485, 1371, 1767, 
2490 ; good fortune, 997, 2134. 

Welkyn, sky, air, 525, 1696. 

♦Wend, j to go, 559, 1028, 1053; 
Wondo, ) wont, 90, 1 1 6 1 ; gone, 

1712. 
Wondo, thought, 669. 
W(Uidoj, tuniH, 2152. 
*Wono, woon, tliink, 270, 1226. 
Wonor, fairer, 945. O.N. vam. 

O.Dan, womy beautiful. 
Wongod, avongod, 1518. 
Wont = wend = thought, 1711. 
WopiKJU, weapon, 384. 
WorMondo, warbling, whistling, 

2004. 
Worblos, notes, 119. 
Wore, wore, 1928. 
Were, war, 271 ; hostility, 1628. 



♦Were, to defend^ ward off, 2015, 

2041. 
Wemed, refused, denied, 1494. 
Wemes, denies, 1824. 
Wemynge, refdsal, denial, 2253. 
Werre, war, 16. 
Werr^, make war, 720. 
Wesaund, wind-pipe, 1336. 
Wesche, washed, 887. 
Weterly, savagely, fiercely, 1706. 
Weue, to give, 1975. 
Weued, gave, 2359. 
Wex, waxed, 319. 
♦We^ed, carried, 1403. 
Wharred, made a whirring noise, 

2203. 
What, how! lo! 1163, 2203. 
What-80, whatsoever, 382, 1550. 
Wheder-warde,whitherward,l 053. 
Whene, queen, 74, 2492. 
Whethen, whence, 871. 
Whether, either of two, 203. 
Whyrlande, rushing, 2222. 
Whyssynes, cushions, 877. 
Wich, what, 918. 
Wit, ) know, learn, 131, 255, 
Wyt, ) 1608. 
Wit, with, 113. 

With, ) by, 664, 1153, 1229, 
Wyth, j 2416. 
*Wi^tf adj. great, strong, 1 762; «&. 

strong, fierce (one), 1440. 
♦Wlonk, fair, beautiful, 515, 581, 

1977, 1988, 2432. 
Wlonkest, fairest, 2025. 
Wod, went, 787. 
♦Wode, mad -with anger, 2289. 
Wod-crafte3, skill in the arts of 

the chace, 1605. 
Wodwos, wild men, monsters, 721. 

A.S. icudU'icasan, wood satyrs, 

robbers. 
Woke (pret. of wdke)y watched, 

sat up at night, 1025. 
Wolod = wolde = would, 1 508. 
Wolde^, desirest, 2127 : wouldsi 

2128. 
Wombe, belly, 144. 



0L0S8ABIAL INDEX. 



123 



Won, ) power or will, or rather 
Wone, j possession,! 238 ; riches, 
wealth, 1269. S.Sax. vnimien. 
♦Won, ) dwelling, mansion, cham- 
Wone, j ber, 257, 736, 906, 2490. 

mS ! to dwell, 257, 814. 

"Wonde, dwelt. See Woned, 
♦Wonde, to avoid, shrink back, 

663. 
Wonde, delay, 488. 
Wonder, marvel (?), 1 6. Does it not 

rather signify sorrow? S.Sax. 

tffUJidre, hurt, mischief. 
Wonder, wondrous, 2200. 
Wonderly,wondrously, 787, 1025. 
Wone, riches, wealth, 1269. 
♦Woned, dwelt, 50, 701, 721. 
* Wone3, dwellings, mansions, 685, 

1051, 1386, 2400. 
♦Wonej, dwells, 399, 2098. 
♦Wonnen, conducted, brought, 

831; arrived, come, 461, 1365; 

brought, 2091. 
Wont = woned = dwelt, abode, 

17. Sir F. Madden renders it 

use, custom. 
Wont, lack, want, 131. 
Wont, faU, 987. 
Wonte^, fails, 1062. 
Wonyd, dwelt, 2114. 
Wonyes, dwells. See Wcrne^. 
Worde, fame, reputation, 1621. 
Woride, Nature, 530. 
*Worme3, dragons, serpents, 720. 
♦Worre, worse, 1588, 1591. 
Wort, herb, 528. 
♦Worth, to be, happen, 238, 1202, 

1214, 1302; suhj. be, 2127, 

2374. 
Worthed, was, became, 485 ; would 

be, 2096 ; become, 678. 
Worthe3, is, becomes, will or shall 

be, 2035, 1106, 1387. 
Worthe, worthy, 559. 
Worthilych, worthy, honourable, 

343. 
Worthy, worthily, 1477. 



Worthy, sh 1276, 1508. 
Worthy!}'', honourably, properly, 

72, 144. 
♦Wot, know, 24. 
♦Wothe, harm, mischief, injury, 

222, 488, 1576. 
Wounden, wound, bound, 215. 
Wowche-saf, vouchsafe, 1391. 
♦Wowes, walls, 1180. 
Woxes= waxes, grows, 518. 
♦Wo3e, wrong, harm, 1550. 
♦Wo3e, waU, 858. 
Wo3es, walls, 1650, 
♦Wrake, destruction, mischief, 16. 
Wrast, loud, stem, 1423. 
Wrast, advantage (1), 1663. A.S. 

wrcesty good. 
Wrast, disposed, 1482. 
Wrastele3= wrestle3,wrestles,5 25. 
Wrathed, troubled, annoyed, 726. 
Wratlied, entangled, ensnared, 

2420. 
Wre3ande, reviling, 1706. A.S. 

wregan^ to accuse, to drive. 
♦Wro, obscure comer, 2222. 
Wroth, \ violent, sharp, boister- 
Wrothe, ) ous, 70, 319, 525, 

1706. 
Wroth {pret of writhe), moved, 

round, 1200. 
Wrothely, angrily, 2289. 
Wrotheloker, more angrily, 2344. 

Whiten, ) occasioned, 3, 32. 

Wm3led, clad, folded, 2191. 

♦Wyghe, ) man, knight, 131, 249, 

Wy3, 384, 581, 1487; ap- 

Wyje, ) plied to God, 244. 

Wykis, corners of the mouth, 1572. 

Wylde, used substantively for 
beasts of the chaco in general, 
1 150, 2003 ; and in the singular 
number, 1167, 1586, 1900, the 
words deer, boar, fox, being re- 
spectively imderstood. 

Wyldrenesse, 701. 

Wyle, I wily, 1728 ; used sub- 

Wyly, ) stantively, 1905. 
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♦Wylsum, wild, desert, and hence 
unpleasant, 689. 0.£. vryl, for- 
lorn. 

*Wylt=wiUed,wandered,escaped, 
1711. 

Wylyde, wild, amorous, 2367. 

Wylnyng, will, 1646. 

Wynde3, returns, 630. 

♦Wynne, joy, bliss, 16, 1765, 2420. 

♦Wynne, goodly,1032,2430,2466. 

♦Wynne, to come, arrive at, 402, 
1637, 2216. T. B. L 963. 

Wynne-lych, cheerful, 980. 

Wynne9,proceeds,goes,l 669,2044. 

Wynt^hole, wind-hole, 1336. 

Wypped, wiped, 2022. 

Wypped, struck, 2249. 

♦Wyrde, fate, 1762, 2134, 2418. 

Wyrdes, destinies, 1968. 

♦Wysse, teach, direct, 649, 739. 

Wysty, desert, waste (?), 2189. 
Wyt See Wit 
Wyte3, looks on, 2050. 
Wy^ See WygJie. 

WyS I "'^'^ 1*«3, 1167. 
Wyjt, person, wight, 1792. 
♦Wyjt, loud, 119. 
Wy3test, bravest, 261. 
Wy3test, strongest, most rapid, 

1591. 
Wy3tly, quickly, 688. 

Yme, iron, 2267. 
Ymes, harness, armour, 729. 
Ysse-ikkles, icicles, 732. 
*Y3e, eye, 198. 
Y3e-lydde3, eye-lids, 446. 
Y3en, eyes, 82 304, 684. 

Jarande, ) loud, snarling, 1695, 
Jarrande, j 1724. S.Sax. 3wrer2, 

to chatter. 
♦}are=yare, quickly, soon, 2410. 



♦parked, made ready, 820. 
♦5arkke3, makes ready, diipoaea^ 

2410. 
5aule, howl, 1463. 
Jayned, hallooed, 1724. S.Sax. 

ieien, to cry. O.N. geyct, to 

bark. 
3e, yea, 813, 1091, 1497; atill, 

ever, 1729. 
Jede, \ went, 817, 1122, 1400, 
Jeden, ] 1684. 
♦Jederly, promptly, soon, 453, 

1216, 1486, 2325. 
♦Jelde, requite, 1038, 1263; yield, 

1216. 
♦Jelde, ) yielded, gave, 67, 1696, 
Jelden, ) 1981. 
3elde3, returns, 498. 
Jelle, yell, 1453. 

Jelpyng, pomp, ostentation, 492. 
♦Jep, \ active, alert, 60, 106, 284, 
Jepe, ) 1510; fair, 951. 
Jeply, promptiy, 1981, 2244. 
Jer, year, 60, et alib. 
♦Jem, i quickly, 498 ; eamefiii^, 
Jeme, ) eagerly, 1478, 1626, 
♦Jemes, ) runs, passes awi^ 
3ime3, ) quickly, 498, 62a 

A.S. ge^men. 
Jet, yet, 1122. 
♦Jette, grant, 776. 
♦3e3e, ask, 1216. 
3e3ed, asked, 67. 
3if, if, 1494, 1496. 
3ime3. See ^emes, 
Jod, went, 1146. 
Jol, Christmas, 284, 500. 
3olden,yielded,463,820. See^eldA 
30130, yellow, tawny, 961. 
♦Jomerly, lamentably, piteoudf) 

1463. 
Jonge, younger one, 951. 
3onge-3er, youth, 492. 
3onke = 3onge, young peDO% 

1526. 
♦Jore, yore, long time, 2114. 
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